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R.Soekmono

Chandi Gumpung Of Muara Jambi :
A PLATFORM IN STEAD OF
A CONVENTIONAL CHANDI ?*

I. The current picture of a chandi is a stone
edifice for housing a statue that represents a deceased
king in his divine appearance. It 'is' ! simply
inconceivable to imagine a chandi without an inner
space, and thus without the indispensable room
exclusively meant for the enthronement of the object of
worship. Chandi Borobudur does not necessarily make an
exception, since its denomination 'chandi' is due to the
erroneous tradition to call any kind of edifice dating
back to the classical period of Indonesian history a
chandi (including even stupas, gateways, bathing places,

platforms, etc.).

No wonder that, when we come across a statue in
the open air, we immediately look for the remains of the
accessory temple building. And if the remains are too
scanty, making it impossible to get even the slightest
idea of how the structure could look 1like, we blame
treasure hunters for the total destruction or the 1local
people for using the site as stone quarries. However, if
the scanty remains point to the use of perishable
material, we are inclined to think of the preliminary
stage of the construction of a chandi awaiting the

permanent one in stone. Take for example Chandi

*
)The present paper is an updated elaboration of an oral
address to the 3rd Archaealogical Meeting (PIA III),

held in May 1983.






