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NEW FINDS
IN NORTHERN CENTRAL JAVA'

INTRODUCTION ‘

The northern part of Central Java has until recently failed to attract the atten-
tion of archeologists. One reason could be that except in the regency of Semarang,
no temples were discovered, compared to the abundance of remains in the southern
part of Central Java dating from the Sailendra period, like the temples of Borobu-
dur, Prambanan, Plaosan and Sewu with marvelous sculptures scattered all over the
area. One of the few writers was H.J. Domis (VBG, 1825, 10) who wrote about
the archaeological remains around the Merbabu Mountain and the temple of Gedong

Sanga in the regency of Semarang. ]J.F.G. Brumund, whose account was recorded
in ”Bijdragen tot de kennis van het Hindoeisme op Java” (VBG 1868, 33) visited
the area between Tegal and Demak. From his account we gather that Brumund
found only loose objects such as statues, inscriptions and smaller items. No men-
tion was made of foundations except for those of the temples around Ungaran.

Dr. N.J. Krom, in his ”Inleiding tot de Hindoe Javaansche Kunst” (1919. 433 —
439) devided the art of Central Java into two main groups, basing his opinion on
these finds. Firstly the intensively hinduized Central Javanese Art, comprising the
area surrounding the Dieng Plateau, Kedu, Yogyakarta, Surakarta, and Semarang.
Secondly, area situated more to the west, whose art flourished later on, the main
characteristics of which are fewer finds of statues and a gradual absence of temple
ruins. In these areas indigenious aspects of art come forward, as shown by sculp-
tures with traits of the so-called Polynesian statues, especially in the regencies of

Pekalongan and Tegal.
It is possible that due to their location nearer West Java where there were kingdoms

from the 5th century, North Central Javanese art was influenced by that of West Java.

A survey carried out by the National Research Centre of Archaeology in 1975—
1976 covered the regencies of Pekalongan, Batang and Kendal. After re-checking
previously discovered sites there was a search for new ones, and new finds came
indeed to light, scattered all over the coast and up to the mountainous areas. These
included inscriptions, temple remains including foundations and statues. The first
two will be mentioned briefly while more attention will be paid to the statues.
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INSCRIPTIONS

Almost all the inscriptions were found in the regency of Batang. A new inscrip-

tion in the subdistrict of Gringsing on the coast north of Batang, consisting of 5

lines, written in Sanskrit with Pallawa characters was also discovered. It is supposed

to be one of the oldest inscriptions in Central Java. But the thinly engraved writings
made it difficult to decipher them properly. Several meters from the site of the
inscription is a site which seems to have been that of an old bathing place, called
the Bale Kambang, in which potsherds were found scattered on that of the lowest
level. Two stone ducks, temple fragments and a makara originating from this site
were moved to the site of the inscription.

Other new founds of inscriptions were concentrated around the northern slope
of the Prahu Mountain, in the district of Reban and Blado, among others: ;

a.  The inscription of Sojomerto dating from the early seventh century (Buchari,
1966, 241—-251), which mentioned the name of Dapunta Selendra.

b.  The inscription of Indrakila (district Reban), dating from the ninth century,
mentioning the name of Dihyang (Dieng). This inscription is now kept at the
Archaeological Office in Prambanan.

c.  The inscription of Banjaran (Reban), found in a coffee plantation. Very thinly
engraved and consisting of 13 lines, it is written in Old-Javanese character.
The deciphering and reading of this inscription is still not completed. (Berita
Penelitian Arkeologi, 1977, 30).

d. The newly discovered inscription of Kepokoh (Blado), which is written
in Old-Javanese characters, using a mixed language: Sanskrit and OId Ja-
vanese. No mention was made of a date or name, but this inscription
must be of a later date than that of Sojomerto.

FOUNDATIONS AND TEMPLE RUINS / REMAINS.

Some finds worth recording are :

a. Remains of a brick temple at Kangkung in the regency of Kendal from which

some ornamented antefixes and pinnacles, one Durga and one Ganesa have
been moved to the town.
The Durga is eight-armed, of which the six rear arms are raised in a paralell
pose, each holding a camara (?), a knife, a pasa, a trisula, a sankha and a parasu,
while each of the forehands grabs the bull’s tail and the demon Mahisasura’s
hair.

b.  Unlike the brick temple of Kangkung which was situated on the coast, remains
of temples made of stone or brick were also found up-hill, in the subdistrict of
Mijen, Boja and Limbangan. This is not so surprising in view of the fact that






