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A.

A PRELIMINARY REPORT OF THE EXCAVATION ON THE URBAN

SITES OF BANTEN.
(West Java)*)

Introduction :

&

Early Indonesian history such as the history of Banten comprises chrono-
logy and such subjects as ancient economics, ancient human relationships
and the nature of ancient international diplomacy and policies of the realm.
In the field of archaeological research in Indonesia which at présent is
developing rapidly there is the use of modern analytic and interpretative
methodology which is a must for most of the archaeological activities
undertaken. The tackling of problems concerning artifact chronology,
ancient settlements and subsistence form an important part of these activi-
ties. Therefore the excavations in Banten in 1968 and 1976 were carried out
with the purpose to answer certain questions such as chronology and urban
settlements with the use of analytic methodology. The sites chosen situated
in the district of Serang (West Java) are Banten Girang and Banten Lama.
Banten Girang which is situated approximately 5 kilometers to the south of
Serang is according to the historical sources such as the Babad Banten the
place where the first Moslem ruler made his first settlement. He afterwards
shifted his capital to Banten Lama which is situated on the mouth of the
Banten river which discharges itself on the north coast of Java into the sea.

Environment.
The district of Serang can be divided into four environment zones :

a. Plains with relatively little rainfall and poor quarternary soil which
extend all around the bay of Banten up to Pontang. In the area where
rivers discharge themselves into the sea there is much sediment which
causes the coastline to move more and more northwards with a growth
of about four meters a year. It is less than five meters above sealevel,

and the rainfall is about 1.500 milimeters a year. Due to the poor

condition of the soil it is used for coconut farming and fish ponds.

The area of Cilegon consists of plains and foothills. North Serang,
Ciruas, Pamarayan and Pontang — fifty percent of the entire area of
the district of Cilegon consists of plains with in addition a few foothills
in the south. The soil is quarternary sediment with a height of about
100 meters above sealevel. The rainfall is about 1.500 — 2.000 milime-
ters a year. It is a large fertile area and generally used for wet and dry
ricefields. Population is about 400 — 600 per square kilometers.

*  Pgper presented at the Seventh International Conference on Asian History of the International Association of Historians of Asia
(1. A.H.A.), Bangkok, August 23 - 26, 1977.






