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THE DISCOVERY OF

THREE NEW INSCRIPTIONS
IN THE DISTRICT OF KLATEN
(SOUTH CENTRAL JAVA)

by M. Sukarto Kartoatmodjo

In the year 1962, three new inscriptions were found in the district of
Klaten, One was a copper-plate incised with some letters on it and the
other two were of stone. From the first one, I could get only two pieces
of the negatives by the size of 4 X 6 cm. According to the man who
kept the photographs, the written copper-plate was found by a villager,
while he was working in the field at the foot of Mount Merapi in the
district of Klaten. On account of the name of the village, which was
firstly mentioned in the copper-plate, let us call it the Kaduluran —
inscription. The other two stone — inscriptions were found by this
writer at the villages Mao and Ngruweéng situated about some km
north — east and south — east of Klaten. Now both of t'.em are kept
safely in the Archaeological Service at Prambanan.

So, to make the following explanation easier, those inscriptions are
named :

1. The Kaduluran inscription,

2. The inscription from the village of Mao,

3. The inscription from the village of Ngruwéng.

Beforehand I want to make it clear that the following explanation is
only a transcription with some translations and a little description. This
is caused by the impossibility of doing a thorough research like digging
around that place, and there are especially still many problems which
cannot be solved yet connected with those inscriptions.

1. THE KADULURAN INSCRIPTION.

According to the man wiio gave me the photographs, that copper-
plate was found by a villager in the village of Kluwangan, situated in
the district of Klaten (Surakarta), Central Java. As explained above,
this writer could get only two pieces of the negatives by the size of
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4 X 6 cm. And in my opinion, the copper - plate is * 27 cm lony
and 12 cm wide. Although the photographs are of a very small size,
we can still use them, because this amateur work is not too blurred.
The inscription is written, on both sides, the front side has ten sentences
and the other side has only two. At the end part of it, there is a picture
or a notch that looks like a four-petals lotus flower.

The Old-Javanese language ard characters are used here. The figure
of the characters is rather fat and round, matching the type of Mid-
Javanese letters of 900 A.D. Unfortunately the photographs are not
very clear here, because a part of the inscription is rusty. That is why
some sentences are illegible, especially the fifth and the sixth sentences.

The remarkable thing of the incription is that some characters have

special symbols, for instance :

a. The wirama (Javanese paten = soundkiller) encircles two third
of the letters, as in the word kaduluran, pastk-pasék, mas, and
there is one which encircles the whole letter as in the word wa-
ték (waték tumanggung).

b. Sometimes the anuswira is represented by the symbol of a little
circle, as it is placed above the words sang, panunggalan, rikang,
nikanang. Another part uses only the dot above words like
mwang, tuhinning, tégangrit and also the word sang.

c. The suku (the foot) turns a little to the left, especially at the end.

d. The pepet is represented by the symbol of a circle with a cross
in its middle and looking like the symbol used in addition (+) as
in the word waték, or sometimes it looks like the symbol of mul-

tiplication (X) as in the word pasik-pasgk.
e. The writing of some irregular words, for instance inandih and

inandéh, sang tuhanning and sang tuhan ning.

The inscription was dated 807 C (885/886 A.D). Unfortunately the
Kaduluran copper-plate did not mention the name of the king. It only
mentioned a high dign:tary Rakryan i Haméas Pu Sammat 1). But it
seemed that its date was almost exactly the same as that of the last
reigning period of King Rakai Kayuwangi or the beginning of the gov-
ernment of Rake Gurunwangi or Haji Rakai Watuhumalang. From
the date of the other inscriptions we know that Rakai Kayuwangi ruled




(lived) from about 851 A.D. until after 882 A.D 2). According to L.C.
Damais, Rakai Kayuwangi Pu Lokapala ruled perhaps from 778 (856).
but surely from 785 (863), until at least 804 Caka (882 A.D) 3). Based
on the above-mentioned year, we know that there are two famous char-
ters from Rakai Kayuwangi dating from the year 863 A.D 4) and 882
AD 5).

About Rakai Kayuwangi Dr N.J. Krom has said that the name was
just a synonym of the name Gurunwangi 6). But Damais still doubted
the truth of this opinion, and finally Dr J.G. de Casparis confirmed it
7). because the name Rakai Gurunwangi was carved together with the
name Rakai Pikatan on a stone found in the northern complex of the
Plaosan temple (Tjandi Placsan Lor) 8). So, Gurunwangi might have
had the position of a crown-prince and possessed the right to succeed
the king. This matter is worthy of comparison to the Kedu copper-plate
907 A.D) 9), which registers the name of kings who were Sang Ratu
Sanjaya's descendants, and which places the name Cri mahadraja Rakai
Kayuwangi after the name Pikatan. Further on the name Cri maharaja
Rake Gurunwangi was also found and mentioned in the inscribed
stone of Bulus village (or the stone charter of Munggu Antan), in the
district of Kedu, which dated 886 (887) A.D 10).

As I have quoted above, Krom and Casparis declared that Kayuwa-
ngi and Gurunwangi were the same king. If this opinion is true, Kayu-
wangi must have ruled until 886 (887) A.D and from 886 (887) on the
government was taken over by Haji Rakai Watuhumalang whose
name was written in K.O. IX (808 ).

In addition to all this, a short writing in red paint reading (bearing)
Kayuwangi has been found in the ruins of temples of Tjandi Plaosan
Lor (a 1953 find) 11). Unfortunately it has lost its original proper se-
quence. Now according to the last finding I am of the opinion that
Rakai Kayuwangi and Rake Gurunwangi are two different names, for
both names are discovered in the same temple complex.

Since the Kaduluran inscription dated 885 (886), it would be reason-
able to guess that that year was exactly the last period of the govern-
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