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Foreword 
H.E. PROF. DR. IR. MOHAMMAD NUH. DEA 

MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND CULTURE, REPUBLIC OF INDONESIA 

lndone'lia posc;e.,ses a large number of I ort1fltation-worb as legacies of both nat1ve rulers and those structures wh1ch were bUilt 

by European sp1cP tradmg compan1es whose count ries later became colon al powers from the 161 to the 201 ten tunes The legacy of 

fortifications also 1ncludes those specific structures built as defense mechanism systems in lndones.a during World War II. 

Fort hration str.Jctures are no t only about the lf'gacy of arch1tecture build '1~') . They are an intewa part of the h story of ~he 

Indonesia as a nat1on state and ItS culture. Many fort1ficat1on structures were bu It for defense systems and as symbols of power 

Thus, they rPflect the dynamic interaction among kingdoms withm the archipelago as we I as k1ngdoms w1thin the region, and 

between Europeans and the nat•ve political forces 

The Government o' the Republic of Indonesia has a nat1ona agenda to compile comprehensive documentation of the existmg 

condit1on of thesP vurious types of forts as important J1urt s of our nat1onal cultural and h1storical her tdl~e The cf fort of documenting 

and classifying has been conducted under the direction of the Directorate of Archaeological Heritage. 01rectorate Leneral of 

Hi':otury ,u1tJ An llrJI:'ology. of the Mini <, try of Fducat ion and Culture, in cooperat ion witrl tt1e lntlonesian Center for Architectural 

lJocumentation (flDA) and PAC. Architects and C.onsultants from 2007 - 2010. Tile number of forts or defense works covered by 

t h1s cornprehen'.>ive projlxttotal422 to date and the list cont1nues to grow. They are located throul,lrlout lndonesia's 33 Provinces 

I he publ ication of this book is one of the outcomes of this comprehensive project It highl ights the impress ive diversity of the 

torts ol Indonesia, notably 1n the period from the 16' through to the begmning of the 20" century Therefore th1s IS a valuable 

reference and h1storical work wh1ch will be espec1al y appreciated by the young generat1on. 

The fascinat1ng i lustrat1ons and well written articles in this publicat1on revea the wealth of culture history. archaeo ogy. and 

architecture found throL~hout the vas t Indonesian arch1pela~o Readers wil note that the appropnatc rrana~ement of the fort'.> 

as heritage sites and objects of visitor Interest are among the important issues that are covered m the book 

t would likP to expre~s our d('ep appretiat on of the generou5 support given to ass1st the complet1on of this study by Dutch 

experts, hentage InStitutions in Holland, and the Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands 1n jakarta Only the cons1derable 

fma ntial support anti close cooperation of the respett1ve governments of ndone<,ia and the Netherlands made 1t poss1ble to carry 

out th's wor~hwh e prOJeCt 

This book IS presented fo lowmg the vis1on and m1ssion of the Min 1stry of Educat1on and Cultu re to help ensure lndones1a 1s an 

intellectually strong and well mformed nation It demonstrates as well as the firm commitment of the Lovernment of the Republic 

of Indonesia to make every effort in t he documentation and preservation o f the nation·., nth and diverse cultura l heritage and to 

en;,biP uc; to impiPmPn t polic1es of hPrltagP suc;tainJbil1ty. 

Prof. Dr. Jr. Mohammad Nuh, DEA 
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Forts in Indonesia: 
Shaping the Future of the 

. . . 

respective commun1t1es 

l'1e 21 century IHs orromr th" rrn::L ·v of Ar.1a. I r s gi'Jbal prer·u~e f'J> n:;w tJe.orn~ an ur·ue1• able tact, 1r, 

ccn~ uerini.J the development and progress t<Jktns pi<JrP rhrot,~hot,t 01lrrost 111 of A•;JJ. 8cs1ll~es ewr·or·uL 

r1rvrlnf1rrrnt. wrat I'; cli!.:J r.Ji;tlnllively o:J>ervable H A sea is tile development ol romme1 ri<ll huilrJ1n~'i n 

hu~e scales. as wei as llUJtl ~ IO'PY of"'rp 111 dim~s. airr;ortc:; ,mr.J IJr~e ~lJie t ou>irt~ ~>tales Globalilat Ol' 

IS ::Jkirg piJle J'IU irri:JJlllm; tile development Ill /lsia One till'~ir e r·oof ~ f;')('l PVI"'r IJillfnrn ard JOVJrieu 

tvpe nt i!rr:litrrrurr stylr adopted 1'1 the lOfl!.trullltJrJ of t.Ju, UHhb Tlii'> IPOI'UlOI ous tren::1 s tilkinr fllilrr 

ir most Lt.;: cit•es ot l'lP wo· rl. [l<lrt r Jl;;rlv ir. manv devrlopm~ .ltlt!5 of ln:Jo"e>lu Or v a t a nul Jl o' oJ· 

d'"><' ure .;ble to pra·:iue pled'>ill t p>1;·s ca o· vis,•a en;;--nr<ll.,ntc; '~evr·thrlrr,c; c;nrrr r ;ies c;::ll p~rr-leJte 

a c sttnct1ve lcca siB1P tr~r r1isr ;1~ Jic;rrc; 1t fro'll ot'ler dtiE> .,u.t ..,., Ycl;va<Jrlcl S.:l'.::at :1nto ard Ubuc 

I 'lOSe Cit I:!~ liJve wove 'I u•at dlve·se tr"'C tin'l<; <lr:d '1Pr;t;;~p<; f rrn;lrrly 'llilintJ '1Cd, CJn 'lde::!:J ~;er e'dle 

il <; ~n fira1t nca11n5 J'lu vJ Je to urt:a·1 Jreas 

l1cor esiJ i~ t.IUUriUcl'lt W•l'l cl ll .J~I:?V r ch ileri·'l~P th'l~ IS '.t rn h"' f"Orrr'v c.Jntt.Jiled sn, "or exJn~ ~ 

the l"rntil~r hu1ld1n~·; t ~l.Jl J'e tne rJruLiuLl~ of Iter own ind i~e,·ous peop P "'~ wP I "'S fn•Pt~n rlrmrms 

Toget11er they have nnvv hrrnll'f" thr rat on s 5hJred her'tJ~;e. 

Tt-;ts I'Jo:Jk •ocu~es on one ~ulh ~~ a·ed henta;;;e tha: s tour'rl <rilttrrrd illrrn;r ·hrm.ghl'ul the ;r,•no'e 

cJrLhpel,n;u of lndoneSiil tn1t1hrr.tin1 STiurt.Jrr'>. l hE' lente· of ArLiutedL.re Du:vnental Ol' (J1.1sa~ 



~okdrrr1t<Jr, t..rsrtrktur - PO.o'l.) nils re:ent v romp errrl ;:; rhrE'P ye~r irve1>2rv assrgrrnent •Jt torts rr 

nd::nt>s 3 The exe·ci:e ·1as revea led :t·c;t l11ere .,;r~ "lJre l 'liHl 400 fcrli f C:l'.run ~lru:cu•es rn lncore~rd 

of w1rc:1 o1lv .J vPry 5-nall nL -ntr· arr ·nlrzrrl f;::r rhr n?rec;ts of t1e ronm !.ni·re:>c; In :'1--. their locator 

rlic;trrhr.trn1 w•vc; r::tl ;on:1r tio1s ard 3rcll tectural stvles are o" suet· n:erest c;s to j.!Ole·nrally povrde ~real 

ber,eht f:r the ·espe::ive :ornnufl tir:;~ . ~::~~eL allv ;,rn:;: rrrJrrv u: :rem Jre foL:-rd in ~trJtegic ocat ons 

Fvtherrrore. !'lose •onficatiol stru:cu'ec; 1oc;r,rr,c; thr notrn-r<ll to ;JP irvrlnprr1 r1•r r1 >"rnrtive e:>lenen·s 

of the urbil'l andsr'lre that wo.rld ever'lually lecome lyp•c:JI lanc·narks uf t11e re!>f.IELlive L lie; lr al 

dislin'lui;'r th~·rr f·ufTI ullrer ~r·.re; rn L'le wur 1d. 

n c; h;::o< exjlosec; JU'it a small nL1lbe· a· all the t:nts t1at ·1ave t:Jeen rrwel'lu·•e:J 'Jy PDA T·r~:: ·nitd 

rll..'Tlter~ of ro·l~ r dVt' !.Jcen ;eleLted l"lflCUt;l very ligrl cri~eriJ One a; the f1ii 'l ~01<; drr;:;tio1<; F; ··vrrther 

·rr fcrri-c;:n or <;"r.Jcture<; p:::ssess ~h" p:::tent alto be tvt1er ceve or:ed t·la'l t··e ethers T1 1 s r;ote·1~ial 

is vre•Ned •ror, several asoects suer as e:o ·10:ni: 1-)ote·l:ral. ~l ·e CL:~·er·t J..''lV~rLJILurr:J :r:.;n. tt·e ocJ:i:Jn Jrd 

acu~s~ri.Jrlitv d~ we I J~ ther' re~pect ve stJ:Ls nl 1e o'fici<JI Iist o"' hr>ri<a~P st·urturi''i In thic; ho:;k there ~rP 

lb no 'orrs fro111!ornro 13;; 11 ;JnrJ Nuq ~P,~g<~ra brril •JSP none ot :i·e to·ts 01 tl1ese is ands •net the anove 

men<i:::ned cr terra 

In crder to oc~:er app-eriate >hrs hool< wr rr·rw th prr.vi!lr our cetinit:or: ot a tort (a to; t H:atron st · .rctu;e) 

Fort u !.lruril.J u; furu{,ed ;J'GLe slrcnegicc!Jy ioloteo orr.un.'erl h~' rrcnp<; onrl rnn,.nr.'iirtrn ror OP{ensp 

,'J,;ilr l\TruriuroU',ItA·!fh rcn1rorrs. par'1pP~"s anti 'J'Ocis. nnd ptovider! vJ:rh trnbrasures !in!ft;avt·rse 1'! 

ol•cws rroops to L1e ocsted os o t•rst ::ne of defense 

Uurinc1 the :nitta! perioo of V()[ '>ettlrrnrnt. orrnmmndnrinn rrQurrernents wrrP simple OPd pragmo uc 

Fnr t:{lrr1 trnl1u1g ~"Wnr''> ·,v"'re butlr acrora•n!J to tl•e rules of militarv urL!'IIlO'Lture In ur..hlition. 

~utf7orni LitJ''riin!J space for rne;chants and their cornrru~rtlu.' uurniru:,lrUliur,. ~tJt.rehou!>e~ to srare 

rnercftortdiSt' fJ C.f1LJ.rLn. (! fi05pitu/ !Jn~f U{ L~U!St! huusin~_l {or rnti.1 tOr~l gartiSOI1~ lfi(!Ud:ng 0 rnUn1t-IOt1C. 

5rarr ~1Jr.rc :t?qu;r(lrJ 

Derrvll~ f·or·r tile dU:Jv~ cefinrt or we r..nt:e·s:Jn:J lhil~ rr genNal there arr r.r.vrrill tyr.r~ cf ·or•s \Jp~t ,::; 

f:rts as defen~P. r.:nxt•JrE''i, thr'rr are othr>r rypr>; o· huilc nr:;s ttJat are l<'lO'N'l a> kastrl or castle an:J city 

iN?. I[~ 



Castle n lnrgr fnt tifwd tJuildiny ur u wmplt!x u/ tJwldinqs. tiSt•olly w1th toll sol•d wolf-; hatr!rmc-nr~ 

untl u pt:·rmtwent gouison. In lndr7n<'c;in. a rost/r built dunnq the VUL eru re{erretl tu u furl lho! was 

or wrneU bv U1e ruler uf the reqwn (governor or governor grnrral} 

City wall a re!.Wnt;Uiur ureu encioset1 by a fort,',fJCOtlo.•; wau. 'N!ih llasr,nn<; o; rrgu/01 intPrvol'> U•e 

'wo bost!r.nc; or rcr11 rnmer rxtend sl!qhU•;vub:U~ U.t /i(le J{ t/J" /ort,/ICotions to p:ovir!r .~Prtr: 

tn~ dtmve-rre"lioneo oehni: ons .JilCPri1P T1r .idr•r:1res Jm~n;,; t"e deft:n::e ~lruc~~..-e:; tounj 1n 

ln:1o1r<;l'l; however. in L:lc pr:;Le~~ of drav',J11;:; up tl·e ,~vent'Jry ;-, t'lnsr r,r· Jrturr~ have beer in:lu~~:d ir 

the list ot to1i:S ., ln1n:rS~CJ 

As tar a; thr ·1r1r framr ir, ccn:ernec t1i~ Lollk lin ts i~se I tc the pe' ao tete·veen ;rr lG rr1;vv up 

to WJrld Wdr I. ·1 order to pr:vice mn1P fnrt.srr. r labcrat101 urd produte Jrl L es uf suftic1ert qua lit•( 

•rill f1r::vir.r the reJdt: r w1Lh d bette r ur·derstiu-dirg ann ilpflrE'cia·rnn n; tnr sel::c ·ec fo·to . T·1e l irr e ·7 

'rar'1E s .:~lsn r"1Pil1t rn unrJrrlrrr cer: Ji n IT leoc:.:n~~ rn Ul t: 'J:spe:tve p.:;ssages nt 'l l ~tnry Thr nuil j m§. o: 

;or•r fiLJtiu ·r ;tru~tL. ·'=, i11 lnconesia began rn thr l fi'" rrnrury W'th th" JrrrvJI uf We~lerrl r.at ors ., Ma lacca 

111 1'i11 tl1il'l1ilr. r.•1stira vultere:d trre l'd:Je an~ defense scenes n tl1e rn lfl' IV rnr rx r,·rrg vernJculcJr fu·b 

•hert reiJ acec tly colon ;;I tn·tr,. Cunl"g t1e llutch OllL.:JJtiun :;r riL UI J:~lc more c::: lori,:; ·or·s vvPrr ruilt. 

Uf til tr·e J" Vd ur tfil:O )3pa1'ESE vvl'en i:fle trr'lnlr, J"' Gf Will Cf"an~··:J J'H.! J'IUtflt:r L'/:JE Of defense st· JCtUIP 

~'.;:<; ;1rvrlonrrJ. !115 1Jppe·1ed d~ l1c advert ot World V'/c-.r I 

'vVP 10;JP ·r:n th1~ bo: < will p-uv1dc ;: ~aod anj :::bji?:tJvP viP't' 1' fo·rr, 1r '1COI1es J :leo d~:, uff~rir ~ 

atlrdCLIVE II,JStl'li:l10:; illlrl flrnto~·aJhs :re f:::rt~ rr.er·tiu·rt:t.f ·r l'll: took t'.O.Ve (0'1SJ:1e·;nlr rotP'1'131 to JE: 

•nr•:t:t.fiJtely d~vel:::pej lrJceec the~P ~:·ws r,roJ'd Jr ~ro;;erfv 'fiJifllJ 'Jed dr d .~:illll:oj If' o·der ·or ther,-o ·o 

t;; <r ;;n ;;rtl'.tf' pJrt '1 ~rr .. un s cl e future ot tre ·es~Pct vr rnr11T 10 t P'> 





The Story Behind 



Forts Timeline in Indonesia 

HIStory of ro·:s in ~OOn~sia I~ chrono n~ r diiV div10ed 1rto SCv'C'al periods. 

based on s ~;nitlcar~ risto<~cal ever.ts t:1at tr • .lK place m l'lOones1a esoecia :lv 

pert a nm(! ;a t"e constr.JctiDn at t,e fort<. 

Before b12 . Prior to the arnval of We~! Pmers 

1Sll : Arr val of tne PortuguesE' in 1\l.~n·lf Ma (the Arch pc :a5o) 

17'39 :End of the VOC 
179':1 1':142 The Nerherlanr1s lnrlie~ Period 

1942 ·The japane;p Ot c upa11011 n rdoncsia 

1'14S lnocpendence of lndonp\,<1 

Tt-e forts Oeser bed n tt'is hock dre 1 hose bu It between 1512 and 1947 
spec1hcJ ly rrcrn 'hi' Pnr•u'iu">e <wiva thou!Jh t:> ~r,e Dt..tcr lnrl I:'> >'~-''IIHJ 

and betore the )oJCd,I'SP nva~ior T"le reasCl" f:l' t:>cusm~ 011 this pl:'ri·11! ~~ 
:~e:ause trerp ~~ S11tfH it'rnlv ccn plete l'liStcr cal datJ abou· tnf' fort~ thPv 

are 1:1 rPiiltlv"lv \iUUd co11dit10I' ard have spf'cihc s gml1 art drch tf'Clural 

cra·artH ~t :<> 
Fort< 1 t~ot .-,ere bu It be tore 1512 nc ude 

a1u·n'. PullUnllril'lar1o and Negarasa~rl i11 Lilfl!JIUil(! tuli; dur rg ;t;e 

'JrPhi~tonc period. are set;lemen; fort~ rr d~l' of '>oiln•ound:; 

rdrapat·a lnd·upuri and lndrapurwa 1n f\; ~>II t!esa1 tJu,l t dJring t'le 

H r.du ;Jcriod rvound the 13'" c!'nturv T h~~P d'E' royal forts 

Get~•een 1512 and 1'lt1S hull Jrf'd~ o' Colonial a1c NusantJrd tcrts wprp twill 

in tne lndones1.11 1\rchqJt>I•I!,O Colonial forts a1e torts bu1• tv thf' hHD1•Pdi'S 
until 1800s p-irn.l•ily for JJpfpns,ble t·aje post PuiPOses Jna were ~"'• L'iv?ly 

usee oy t'le a•n,• clftPrN~Irt fhe l~ot..santara foils a·e trose fcrts 't dl hove 

been tUJ t by diiiPrl'r • tOI'HT'Jr- t es of ;t·e lndores ;n Arcripelago In t~rtd r 

t ne frarrf's '"~'V d!~o r rh.11e forts that ·Ncre bwlt by torf'lgner~ 1pc•n rl'.j.Jrst 

c~ a cert lin n!wres1a Ctlll"mu"'lty Several forts c:>rSiderec' 51qnif r dr • 1n th s 

P''I:HJ d'P 

(u cnial fort; rort 8elg1cJ (Banda.Maluku) ~ort hmE1dam (Ma<assar 

Sautl• Sulawes,) rort Marlborough (B.,·II!,ku t.:) and Fort \iredeburg 

(Yogyakarta) 

Nusantara to•ts Fort St..rosnwan (Rnn l Prl) ~or! Ke1aton OAon (Oau·Bau. 

Sourl· East Sulamsi) ;11d Fort '>:J Inn 'okandor Muda (Ace'l) 

Folto.-.mg the ,apcJnP'" mv.;~ID'I of the Netnerlanc 1dws r 1~42 thP dl'f"r<p 

svstem u~ln\l t•Jrt'> Wt!'> r1u lor11?,t" appl ed Moac•n detersr ~tru~t Hf'> wp·.., 
srna 1;-r ard dlslnbutt'.! 1r ~wide ram;e of areas and corsist~ll or ri I lin•~~. 

caves a~o ourkero; n"rl'rhe structures such as t'leSE' can OP tounrt n olrri[J·,t 

all pa'~S ollmllJnP<Ia. Some of the: most s'gn1h:ant ore, arl' 

arPrP>f' rJI'f'l se suuc:~res r Ka rra,tar (Fa,t d'l!l Wt>~'). llun<e·s. 
'l llboxPs and caves b~ It tetwee1 1'336- 194S l'r P of 4u 'l' i·npo•tant 

>~\if'lflcant IS 1n Tarakan Ea;t Kaliman•~r 

Da~o Pakar Cave~. 6a1a• ng VIJ.-st j;vd "unkt"S a10 caves bt..l't n 1'JYJ-
1'l4L 

Lat·a Au ~alobar L:a.ra,dt. Pa>e n'l r,,,sa'l •NP 11• th:! Moluccas 

bUI1Ker5 and pillbOXP5 bi.J I lrl 19'1/ 'G'lS. 

)apa1cse de'e'lSE' strur.IIHPS r· ~,t;a·w drd Aceh built r '~42 ·1'l4S 

6t century 
Ga-nfarru ·,Jr' t.lr~.luktJ 1 ~ rpn .. ury 
-ahoela. Nurth '•1dlu u'6' Lentwy 
Kot.l'lm1 rJaluku 15 cenu.ry 
PL.t'J fi ;JrJU NnrtJi',J JI'l1'Hra 15 centL.rV 
Sr·r· bd Op11 1ltl1 Jth ~u i.1WPCil 1b" 
umtury 

• Otahiya , Otanaha, Ulupahu, 
Gorontalo 161h century 

[oho. \"'~r"n r ... ·a1uku 15 cen~ury 

Lot "vtHIP, • 1'! 1\uc 1 T enggara 16 
CEC t~rv 

1S12 1S99 
Amu· ·t 1o; \ortt'l l1!l .t 'NP<"J ·~)12 

Kdo!C d II/ •t 1 M l '"k I'll 
Kota orltl 11/c tl1 M.1 Lk I'} I 
0 an C 'n l '~2 

'1 I ' E 3~ 
• l<alamata, North Maluku 

1540 

• Scmrot.JumJ Su d~·~··:,J 1 ~10 

Tolukko N rl'' M.1 11ku 1';11 
Sabor:a North M•lu<u ;q8 
Ha1~Pve d '·.Oith rloluku1555 

' · • I '·J .a • e ·'a· l 

• Surosowan, Banten 1570 · 
1580 

.... UP' NurL11 \1.ti1J !J r 'h 

l<eraton Buton, Southeast 
Sulawesi 1578 

lla a~ a. C,ocrr. fast ~ulawe;1 '6 
[fri[Ufj 

Soro.\:J io 1 Suut.., E(tSl :1 ld•\'?Stl£ 

rpntur·, 
c,ro~\'"' 10 l 'Jouth L:ast Su!:wo~e~ 16' 
lt1nturv 
Lepuq I<' ld vl!tlL Yu~ydk.rt,l l fj7R 

• Nieuw Victoria , Malulcu 1580 

- ll Jt'1 .u! r ,P· 1 .'Jj 
lnong Balee NAD 1599 

1·ta .ubho ~1\D'' cew.cry 
unH':J.'~rarr. .... ~C1 7 cer• r,. 

vdlllk 1 1" II/ 1 l~d ku 1 cer: r., 
T ,~,lolo t lorth \\1! Ku 1 •nt u!\' 

,idan~o 1, 1'-Jur t ··diu u •- cen!wy 
.• - lenhaven rJaluk~ 17 llll' ry 
P rusi.lepdr<l Cer :rd '~'~" 17' 

'Jf\' 

Nassau, North Malu i<U 1600 

Oranje, Tern ate 1607 

• I J :o111e, 1\ Jrtr llaluku 1- 1'1 
\, ·.~111 N01th 'vlaluku bL.:! 
M Ht·ltJ \or't 'v'niUiu 11:'"( 



· Belgica, Malul<u 1611 

HPvPngte IJaluku 'Gb 
I lll lnr! .a-Hvo 1 1.11u ou 1b18 625 
Bd~dVtd >City W-1 I llK jakarta 1b1'J 
lsl<andar Mud a, NAD 17'" 
century 

• U•en~·lia~1, MaltJ<u 1bl~ 

P; ,,o_ Malek" 1C/'o 11,/1, 
N.euw ZeelarHJ•a "1dht~tt llilf, 
Dender. Mal~ku 1626 
0-na IJaruku '627 
(!"'~ North '-laluku 1627 

--,~,.; 'lal ·•' l:..lJ 
~a" .• k rv· alu :u lfdl 

• Rotterdam, South Sulawesi 
1673 

Rottert.ldrrt t.•a uku ·r,n 
J'oe.-:at e No·th M" k 1634 
Salo-no1 Malu <U '636 

• Amsterdam, Malul<u 1636 ... 
• !Jre•: 5-~tttbon. M111Jk, 16lH 

:Jodtrga. 'Jort Ma ukL 1640 
Setth. Maluku 1643 
Kapahaha. "1aluku 1643 
.lvPrhur~ Maluku Gt.-1 
vv.unrouv•J. Ma,uk~ 10411 
Cur ,ordia E<JSt N .~a PnP,~ara 16'>3 
rolland a Sa~d'Ud Wdluku 16"d 
Bever~< k ,'v1dluku ~6~4 
Haarlem van der Cape !crt. M3 uk • 
1b'>S 
Ue f lv'aluku 1556 
Onnt<:t !<;land. OKI jakarta 1656 

Y rk Ben~k_.lu 1br;8 
Letden Enkhu•Lcrt Maluku 1'.~'1 
Delfshaver. 1.1a1Jku 667 
A• .. 1knta 1. West Nusa Tenggdra 
'667 1674 
llsakota 2 Wc>t Nu; 1 I rn~P,.lta 
GG7 1674 

voc jepara. Certra jdvd 16 ' 
IJPn Hr • \~rtr I•' aluku 1 '7 

Speelwijl<, Banten 1684 

Sanana North 1~alu :u 689 
• Duurstude, Maluku 1691 

at centur 
Tatas South Kalrrnat•lt" •'•rrly IR' 
·pntu'Y 
KatTo~u·o s C tv Wall Cen\rol jdva 18 
POitJ•y 

Ketd'Ort ~ .t;;k.1rt.1 ~ ft·v Vl'al Central 
javd 18 te· tu'~ 
t:uto t'anjt Barsk• Bclttu~.; 17B9 
Ann.l Beng<u L 1738 
P.111t n~ga, Rtau kcripel•go. 18' 
ll'fltJf'/ 

Kuala Datk R.au Arrh ppla~o 18" 
t~ntwry 

BL<k t (ertrtg Ridu ArchtpP11~0 1H 
ren:ury 
ltnau BergLiu18 centurv 
Kot 1n1k~. Jl.or· h N:aluku 18' centu·v 

1712-1785 
LtVil ~o.,t~ea~t Sulawesi 1112 
Marlborough, Bengkulu 1714 

Banv dldn Ed~t ja·:a 174~ 
Peka ongan. :e"t'd jdvd "5' 
Willem II, Central java1755-
1757 

Vredeburg Yogyal<arta1760 

·dVl'l -., rt M1 uk .. 1. ?H 
Vastenburg, Central java 
1779 

T .lhantn <,ourh l(ali:nantan 1779 
Tc~al. ( { • t •11 j,lVl '7Wl 

K"ta B<tee Trurr•Jr \AD 1780 
J(uto Besal<, Palembang 1780 

dli<»o k I .l~t JWa 1/h~ 
Huurn Mdlttku 17R'o 
Baluwdrti. Yu~yd'«ma 17HC, 

gth centu 
J'anaruk,;r . td>t java early 1q· rert •rv 
V3n Oen Bc;ch. Ea~t jdva 19 ,cnturv 
K1r.1ng Bolong Central java End 19' 
,pnt try 
lruJr.Jrn.lyu. WP~t java 1'1' ·entury 

• Van Der Wijcl< , Central java 
1818 

Klingker, Central Java 19'h 
century 

B"k t Ku·~t Ridu 4rtluoeld~O "9' 
CPn'"LI"V 

B k t Puno;:w,.lr, Rtau ,,,n,pelago 
19 ,ertL<ry 
Tu1da<an, South K•l"''d'tldn 1g 
rpn·u•v 
H.1r1en lnt?n I• Lampurg 19 centurv 
Out It 'v\tt'utv vnp <,tak. Rtau 19 
um.ury 
Sis ngatndt ~·r.lJd \ rth '.u-nJtta 1q 
centur; 
:JateP llie N/10 13 ten:~rv 

IIIIa •,nuth <;ullwe~ 19' tentury 
Man1onP,,1.! ilr, .. N1J;;a TPnggara 19 
tenlury 

1808-1907 
• Looow, k f 1St java 18C8 

lmd-n BUrtJ<ll Wt•st ~ ,rr.1tPr.11HU!i 
Su1~3 e~luh Ba"ska 9[1itunP, '81f, 
Tnbo011t Bangka Belttung ~816 
Pr n~ •lendrtk 'anJU~£ J'rnang. Rtau 
ArchrpeiJY,O 1H1H·1H./4 
Var, lltr (d~l'llen Wp~· ~umatera 

1822 
Kota Batu We~t Kalirnantar \B/7 
~,,_,,aat Ma u~u 1823 
De K, « W•'t '.um.ltera 1815 
Willem I, Central Java 1833 

Tujuh la:J ~ Ridu '835 
Penoem Ci ata:J Central dVd 18<:6 
flrrHr1lr !~land Dt' jakarta 1850 
Cipt· l·;l~mrt IlK I jaka<ta 1ll50 
Bdru; Nmtl '•IJ'~ol!t .1 18',/-1'JUL 

Balang1ipa. Suu· I< Su 1Jwe~•1W.'J 

Madang "~vtn Ka tmantar 1860 
Muara Te,ven. Central Kalit'ld'l\dn 
1877 
Kcll 'll a NAil 1HHl-1'lU1 
N.1n~a Ptnoh Wes: Ka 1manta11888 
Fatilo Ed~ I N r,.1 1 Png~ara 1JO/ 





Forts: People And Trade 

By observing the locations of forts in Nusantara, our curiosity is 
invariably kindled by the choice of the respective building sites. Some 
magnificent structures were built along the coast facing the sea, 
others stood solidly by the riverside. and some were hidden in the 
hinterlands. 

More l)'oluuru.J >.u Ju:; wou ll reveLJI ~rLJt thor.r fmtr, <liJ It ?. nr~ t1e coast ·acin<; t·1e sea m:re ;;e·terJ v 

consrn.rtrr1 m thr 17' - '8' ce1~u- es. dL.rmg the t ·ne vvt e·t tt e VO~ (Cu~:r :a<;·- 'H1irr, ( rrrjlilnv) w;,s 

at J·e I e ~hl o f t; >L:JrernJ'-Y I here a·e alr,o torrs- 'TlG<;t v tn SutTat·a :rat vo~ere :JUIIt dlum; tt e river 

bJnks 11 ~uma l r<J thr wrva 11i r~ ~:;ro8r3rhiC concept ot e1'wu·w e·1t Wd, bd,eo or ulu (Jp;tream) and rti• 

(dov\,rsllram) I:Jriltions alo1•g the rivers frorn time ·nrnernurial tJelo'Tle the pr nriral -rorr: IJ ~hril r e of t11P 

people Even NasSdL and Mduri ltu; furt '> eve ntJ .J IIy drvrlo[lrr1 in to thP rastle or Batavia. were a so Luilt 

..;ion; the e.J>t bank o' [ iliwur~ River On t'lP ot he r han::i torts builtrn Ute 19'' lt''llurv rno'>liV 1n java and 

',ur.lil'lil. wPrP mostly lc.cated 111 the irla•1d re>; or>. 

Bv ;tudvHI\; ttle re;J,Jeltlve locar on:; of for;r, wr ;ne ho1.1d to sum se •hhat fun( t 01 s om .. ·eJ<,on; be·11nd 

-rp h1 J ilr.r1~ ot ~rP ·or·s n-e n::uns to·t an:::f ·rorllfitJlio'l· noth refer to de"P1'>r ~-n,rrurr~ m· lu1 nlj 

cefens~ ~v:.tern~ vvt11ct ~·:e•e <Jre mtegral part" of wl':ilt wr.'> (allrd rlejt:JJS!e •,~,oe;k!'n acc::rd11 ~to cltl Dutd1 
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documents The vor drfrw;r svstern. lUrrlpri51rll; ll e construCtiOn of fort~ In !l,).j<;<Jntara. wa; ba;iLdllv 

related to r•Jar·t~rne trade a1d trade sh nrmG ilrtivit er, th<Jt rapidly develor;ed ·1 the l?tl1 and 18 ~h r rnt Jrirs . 

It wils thr rrriod when t·1e Dutd -rad i1 g Cc111pany Sdrrrr1Pd in putrirg the traLle ru:Jtl:!> and their 

respect ve po·ts trw1e·Jrc; rontrol through:~ e rnor OIJO·V sys tem Th s exclus v1ty Wils !:!<'Hn r1 after de feJt ir·~ 

olal rnJnlirr e roy a powers st.ch as llan;rn ::>il Pllb<Jrg ard MJkJ'>'>J' a·1d also d'lnex 1g the Nor·t-- )ilva 

rnilstil arra 



Pre;urr'!h y th! forts wrre buil: n:;t solei•J as parts of r1rte1se s·;~terrs 1u;: a so as : ra1 ng pc:st; 

cornp1ete w·tr Jl l necessary faci l tttP~ in:luuin~ stor;;ge ol SJ.. U!'. -~"~- h<>car'le t 1e p·rrrp co·•w :;uity at 

t'le t•·ne Jdm n stratior· uffrcrs :ni l t ary :r.: r ng fie ds. ,H;t>nil l soldier ba•rar <s log sttcs :.toragr and 

o t hrr~ Her ce. tt e rorrpnLrd of ;u:h nuildim;s 'NJ'> r<JIIrr11oji r thP Millay l an~;uJ>;e. f rorr. tre Dutth 

L OfJit' Jttommocation 

1 hP ·~ratle J'td w'lt wrnc iple wa<; tmple 'Tlented. ar, t·'lde shrf.tp rg 'lrt v t 1es at :h£> t mp were lla;ed 

or' the murr l:toun. (the :rrr c;ea; comeJt a necess tv L!t.e to thP a·metl 'urrr<; r1ete1din~ tone 1rred 

tradr rnu;:es. Thi; nr=~n· tha~ ,,,a-. ptracy ;jnc aot r ~ o= t-ild" st f.l!i plyin~ t'le ::ast ern .-. .~atr"s •.-.:ere ·wt 

J'lUSt..JI t apr,r>ntr ;;s. bLt •;o:err PVP" E<Dt::ltec [u-opea" trJ::J ng cornp:wies cunr;; ec t1e ~lo~J se::~c; 1 

the l:.ilc;t il'ld We::.t tremir,r;foteres --,e L.;Jtr1 rng s• f.:or·u~ Jf'Se Spartturds ·::;:>re tho:> fu~r na r ;;rr.Jrs 

in t re trcde ~,Jrs ~·:1 le c:cal seJ-:3r ng ;:;eople ~Jet- ar, the 6..~~ine;e 'hE' Maley; the I ar .ns .:wj H t! 

BcJdU5 Jlso plavej aLltve roles tv upsetltr? the V8[ rr onopol'l Und::!r>:Jndahl•; · he V:J= re5arr.;:>r. 

t 1osr lccal a;; la to•s as se!l pirate> •::1ereas the;~ ;:Jt::OfliP we·~ 1 fJct frrr peo~ e rudrr. rg -he seas of 

:1.: •SCi'ltJrJ evrn r1r1tng u~ n A.h~;; 
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Or t ~f' or~r· 'IJ'It. .r~t·e1 ti'Je •=rr t~ry • ;;t •, row t e R ur h JJ ,,.,, ;J 11'1<1~ ru -:! 1~ t •r Ju lL '1 c P< 

fO ::r• J ";QVP' '11 rt f •lS ~·,p·p ~IJIIt f 'lf ~ 0 (' :1 ... ~0 t; of t>fr'l<;P Jl U l!'dl 

h ~"I Pr;:jf 0 • IJt. p l' d 1 rOt f .<f1• eg.:l (' ! t'l' 0 li' ro-'•~1 ~V l )f f1UfT "~ 0~~· N'llfrl'' tru o:af 

01"H'd'1d r rlf:1h L t~ a··'l-k;Jidt Je p1·tr• Nt v~exp.mr,,•,hfr ~-r~r·c;rJJ:ui'l1'1 rrrtL>'V 

~-.Prr I cJtld Ill tllr> nl;w:J ~~ O"<; ~'"~r l''u nr.le For• Kok Jeneraa (o·r J~. v•,h .1 •"'r 1 • ..1 ~~ur. e '!II G 

~:o·tBo 1)0 ;F, t N 1~ t:.l~-->1 m l:ior ,ul vill<iS"· the !:rll"'r L I •rr> d •'er ~= junrr I'll' 1-'JL>erl '•N<~r ( R2l·l::l3/) 

A 'IIIII Jr ;1<;" 1<; the f •rt'- 1 ·rr wiJ'IL> "~.;·n 1 of Att>'l ·or •1 •' rro·h ;;;' t'le 1'-rr.., p:.~e:J1u::n 1•1 ( P1trJI 

l<'v<l •~n~ v''er.., b. t hJ .eu Or' til., ·ra" ..;f .h:'"' <rand ...t.atl c;ys·rn ut;rrit'fl'i<r·•~rl •::tmh evr="tl.il IV 

V'•Ed<p-pj '"'l '1:' ISla (I' Of 1-'nn.e C '1C'"f'~or~ lt '+ ll' '.'',lt' II :~3° IIT':IE II ~r tej I 1/lll LUll E'' "I' 

'11por eO!O' a 11·{ lrLIIed <:: •o •o l:'v::r tJal '"e>trat 

~0' • •E''P IOit lily 0 t. r·o:=.: V0( •r rll'"l' rr U! 

;;n v1· ~s c.t t 1<1rt n •,·.~ e c~"n .ere J J r:.e t ~" c;r 1 ot.lE: 10 i t 1•o Jl,;' u jr'd wr;tPr ,,. .,.., T radr~!:! ,r :.J~ 

'lad 10 <1 [ t ..,or• ,v"'r>r ~~~Jn s and ..,, J~ fl'; tr.-ld £ rr I ,.d l E.'S ''1 '"'IIJ ld a t'rS 'Vf' ~~l· dS •r~ 

r.;IL ~~ N~·, <l ·1ad • • ·ute I roll' rhr u!u tu l'le "'SliJillf .m·nlg 1 •n<;nrr1·•, tu .t·" ';:jlrrb m;; I'<'' t ,,... • < 11;Ju r1 

ll"'nL..' I>: fn·t tlnr 1'1~ v::: b 1riT vva~ · '~ • t 1r rr 11 "'U~ u~ t11r ',ultJ·r uf <: o>11har1; lt.Ldl~:: · f a n~c t'1e 

h~n <'of ltrt> M11 R vr • tr:: ne•'•' ·r~r. tlo'rJ ruvalr <1 <1 tJ Jrl Lv !l·<ln t·:iJtwruJ R'lG<l Jrld n 111 175[1 w~r, 

dlolll r ."''fl'J•L.rt.l1 ri?.F JrJ'u'lE'C '1" .:Jtr ... cu~~·tin th:J' Jl~o-r•vrr1J•, 1kt 

Forts and Trade 
_ ~. J1nrr"' E:ur ~~" r ·ra~r• •nJE-tE r1, "• n•,t ;::a.'l ot~r • e lc b '1 r~rt o ovt:• 

th '~ llt' t ?I ,",[" e tO tJ~ 0 i I' !::.1.. U~Ed rr'"lrk • ;, Ill' ·rr .::c tl::l'l J:.d't • r u'>dlllJiil 'I"P flllri'E' 

rr'i'" ltv /'JcS 1• (1 •r 'was plc;•·;>r. n J r• u t ·t 'r>rtl e.,.,!;!,· o,;,- f SL.'IIJ ra ·r~rr ~.c::t de.,, to 

Lamr1.rr '• u •s j:'P;J(1r SvnJtra d r "ruJu eC ,1'1'11"'•'' LI:Jr' rEH 2 1r: !;O :J LJ'II,JUr r, <1 .:1 VJ~~;lt ct 

:I!:! Elc ~· r '>w to.J I all:: r·')1U E G I.Jt~~ :J:'I hhl r I; t:.'J n•· '"U' •j to Ll e r r'1F '• of t~re naw rr k1n~~ur· 

P ( 11LJ ~ triH1rG In :JI:'IJ F. I ~ni T ~ .:~ l the V(), 11'1 dS d1c~ ~ 1rd 1'1 111 til<> til' ~kd an :I Bf' • ,.,~ 

cia 1-:~ ,u011.. c.lE d ,,.. t1r ':lJitana·e of ... l Pr''LJr ~ r Wro;t Sv·H·ra J·mJrr J' cln 1 :J;;1r nl' were bL. sy 

pur[, t r th PE'IJJt:l t•a1P ;JC t'JC LUI' P"O::l tv v'J.l~ 1.1 ud I f r1 1'1 the o;.ll:;d In Arr1 tf t: 'II ~II rort~ of the 

o; Jl' HIJ • wPr P •c • ,,11 u P4<a 



A tim ' I C "1:: rt:LUI rJ 01 r ,;; , " ' l v r r ' t 

lef C'1 il" 

;J',t 1' J -l .:ltc •r f11 • lu lly 

l ~. t -: ll,.. J t' r~ J ·1o J' lh tJu 4 1 E J~t:v'' JO r 'r r L 

Jr J C,N ,t ••;;i1r >; I ~d ~ T~( ~ rur Jf - t e 

r ;J • r t 

'E rr, 1 ,;rn.d 11 •t • t 1 rrt orr ~=d ep~t' 

tor 0 e lJrket• I o1 • • m • ... ., ~ e rt t, a r -1 i t e r· n t r 

Tt F> I ILt. IIJ:PII*I~ 1 Cl'> t't'l•nft' I t E' ,I'" c 1 

P't' E''l • of •t: II[ rr : 111 ell ..1 Jr d •t>r M'llilCC l l c1 l tJ 

~s~"~"Z ·11 ord~n er•vm1874 •r• P,l thE:r·r~t· '"~' 

ll 1 I 1 

o-nrrrr·• r .t• 1 u I• ~< v .o1r rlr 1 tv tl1 • 

• .. ,, 3C'L 1llv ~· l J 

t• ! JL J t:e n ·rn lhil' t UJ ~J·1 n • A-; 'l "', t e E: o~E ,., : .. 'I or H: ttd to •r t .:t1e 

~"'"' r -: 1 r, Th::y oN~r 1 tor, r,~ r1 • ti-J" '".J' ;pt>Jr ...,, <I'''> b ,- as. tu A .. J', '' II fr~rr f'li>• c 

'1r1r'l ''1~11 lC Ct 1J I rr l!(lf tr1ed l,;rLI LU ~bt~., ·rr 111"110pul·1 u[ per,pnr 1'1 "lr 'rilr:'"::i'hi~l ~rlk fror'l 

rt:r5tJ V'ih IP •1-p::. J ·:un'r>< . 'lur·l..tr, Arr1 Pa E'.,1Cc31~ Jl J clT 1:! "iildr::i PE'J:.JE.r WIt lr Ju ;;n!'1 hrril 

1-dlrrr,iln;: a ~ tr;;d::L t1n .-v t'l ( 'llnil 



llrncP. fort~ w~re bL. t '10T only in th~ Nusantt~r~ rrgr:Jn but db:: a or'g thr marrt ·ne trade rou-e from the 

Cape o· -:;:;od Hope irr S:JUth A·· r'l. Ormul rn U e ::ray ct P.:r~ a and c1 or 15 ·rp fl/,'li<Jhar ,.rrH.J Ct:ro·nanc!PI 

roa~t~. fro·11 Sri r~nk;~ anc Mdl<lLLa to Forma-.~ (I JIWJr) and , ~pt~r tr1r fo·t~ were L; trlizer. a~ comrnor.Jity 

; · crage a~u Lefe·1se ''l"ilirrrs ca:t .Jr~:c: :Jrodt.rPd rr, own rn1.. ~err::llls prirrr •race co·rw rolii tres r.o d anc 

ccrnc; (· xdJIIars. rea s juca·s) sprcr'. pe::Jpe• s K ·e,t 'rc;. Sui,Jur t~a cottr>F sa tpeter 11 eta :o (sr vP· 

COP!-e- a1c ·in) and J so rice ad "<It Trr Iutter t~.o CO"Tlmo1i·rnr, ~wre lfe5r\lr atej ·or tr;;drng rr A':> a ~.h r1e 

·rr ·e~t were for tnP ruropeJn rrrJrkets 

Forts and the Community 
A ror1mon pd.' .,rr nt r tiP~ :1 A , J •,w·P tllPrr n~;mnn~ PI frpr t~ln"£ thP 'O<J<;;, •t·p river bt~'li<~ nr ir rhe 

I n·ert<Jnc la::rtal~ of 'llarr- nr K 1g:Ju·n had busy r;wtr,, bL;t Pre seat o· ~ovNrment wJs rr tf1e Keril~cn 

s.Hro.r'1CP1 nv •NJ ~ SL.L'l was <Jic;:J t rw ca~e wrtl kw~dcrro; n!"atclf at t're estuarrec; o= h g r1ver~ Kin;;doms 

in the t ·rterlanr1r, likr jJva nar.J U1eir gove·nmrnt ~eJtS ir' trad1t onill·oyal PJIJLeS tl"at wrrr nlr.n proteLted 

try r1r rc n.; wa s 
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Fort lnong Balee 
Nanggroe Aceh Darussa lam, 1599 

Silent Witness of Acehnese 
Women's Heroics 

As the entrance to the Strait of Molocco. Aceh s strategic. posit1on in the western 1:; 

tip of Sumatra Island led to visits by many foreign notions for trading and 
political purposes. The first western notions to come into contact with Aceh 

were the Portuguese. which later led to conflict. After the Portuguese conquered 

Malocco in 1517. Aceh become a Iorge kingdom that replaced Molocca as the 
strait's major trod1ng post Then the conflict between Aceh t<1ngdom and the 

Portuguese resumed until the late rF century. 

I orated on a small hil l along l<rueng Raya Ray ovPrlook ing the Ind ian Ocean Fort \ nom~ Baler ic; 

the sile'lt witrll''>'> of the brave struggles of /\ceh women hero1cal y IPd by the female Admiral 

KeJmalarayatl n the Ater1 language lnong 1:3a ee means w•d ow. 

Kecmalanaya t i built Fort lnong Balee to accommodate the lnoqg Balee army. tlesides for:ificallon. 

1-ort I nang Galee al~o ~ervecl ac; accommodation quarters for women who':.e husbandc; were l<il ed 

in bat t iP as well as a military train 1 n~ tau lity wherP l<eumalahayati tra1ned the woman soldit'r', ol 

/\ceh Kingdom ar1d a mil tary log sties center Wi th its strateg1c t1 II loratiOn-aporoxirnately lOU 

meters above sea !eve - the fort had an unhindered view of a I sh1ps corn1n~ into the port of Aceh 

Kingdom. -he lnong 1:3alee army cou d therefore easily att ack Portuguese and Dutch war~hip':. 
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ADMIRAL I<EUMALAHAYATI 

Admiri!l Ke.m'alalla1·atr Wide v knowr· J~ Malavahatl was a fearless Arernese 'emale :~arn.::r dt.riO~ 
trP timr of t'lr. A:ell Darussalam K1n~dorn Barn nto d fd•nilv of A.cer1rse> ~·JstocrCJts in thP 1'i 

c~ntury tt·e yourg Keurra ahavat 'NO.Jir1 ot•e>r' be taken alon.; by her father. t-dr.1 1ral Munarrrn1r1 

Said 5y311 to aLLOrT\fldi'V t• rq on the wJr<;hifl HC'rrP. l1te ilbOilrd ;; warsh p was rot ur f arrJdiur to 
hP· flttPr tin1Sil 1115 her tra 'lint; at ttu: M<.~~'>ad Ehl l ui Makrlir, Mili"Larv Academy slce was appo nted 

<~s -h,ef of tt·e ra ace Guard dur m; the r~i~n u• Su tan ::,a dil Vul<amr111 A aur1o11 R avat Syar V 
Aftrr r,urcr-;stully ea:J11~ the won-e-1"s <w>Jy. she WdS prorn:Jted to admiral by thP 'iult.1r wflo did 

not want Jny rPan to hold t'115 pos1" or 

Mal'll1.1yatr lleaded tt'Je lnon~ Ba ee awty tt'Jat ~ompnsec of wo11en wnose flusbands we·e k lied 
1n 1-tr~•t rc; Malahayat. who ost ner f't~;sbJnt.l durir•g a military rxpr.r1i~1an aga nst the Po·tu~uese 
hJd vowed to avE>rge t'JI'; dt>a:r Her brave a"ny was tt e pwtu;JJ mil tary u1 t upor. wh rtt the 

Areh Kmgdom der:ended =or t er he·o15;r> dur•n~ the war 

Jg<.~in ,t thP Portuf1'JPSP to p·otec: the Aceh K n~do·r1 
Ketlll'd dhdyall be:drne J .vel ·resprcted anr. honored 
figurE' i1s enumerated by tt·~ ~overnrrent of rdones.a. her 

ramr hil'> bPPn Jmmortallz=d or' the RepubiL of lndone~ J 

warsfllfJ KRI Ma lahilyn·i 

'vVIH•r1 '11'',•, y lorm~·. the nor~ Oalee ar..,..vcrlvccnsisted of ano.Jt 1000 wH~~Jw'.>whcse husbands 

d Pd i,.. batt e a~ai~s~ ~Jortug~ese on tt1e H.~ru SP.J Thr•r t tr·"· w1dow's armv 'o:vas expanded by 

l<ewnalahavati 1~0 aoout 2:J:JO sold1Pr• •. 1111 1.. Jir I! vcJn~ ~i-ls w'l:J •Nished to fig"~ fo· A~e h 



/\:.rydi· ~~ to p..,firratec; mace ov tr'" 11-~P d<~ fl Art lneolcg1ca f\gencv. lht' fw' ~~ 1 re~ta'lg"'lar 

<; I r~rt .re rneaSLofi;"Jg :l::Jout Gel rn ( 40 m Wit~ an encir r11~ c,tr ·•p wal 2 "1E~ers t'lick drul I S 

'Tleter~ ''~' Or· the v-:all there were • d '-wriP c;~->aot11g holes directlv 1,1 n; •1 e nay .. .'\t eJ·esent 

there :;re rerrnonl'> r I thP vvest \'va w :h 4 'lOP'> • ,;·tc; ot ;~-oe nc·:r wal a'rl port•, of t ·te tast 

•,t r Jclure •ou'ldat on /\ltholl.;l! now tile rem~a~:s are rPP,rl'llul y uc;t w·ker--p~ rt..ms vi~ tur<, 

car s:i I en cv t"E' rnprPc;s \lev ew ol Kn.f' •1 Rilya Bay and MalahdVdl H Hilor Bee; :Ps fort 

fr onP, =laiPP and the tcf""lb of Adr~" 1r ;J rv.ataila>1at. arothPr •prm r • of :112 non~ [lafee ,w· y 

atoL.mllbt• !1;r• <,I nang l3alee v lld~~r· nt~ rrvVI<.p l<llowr' as the Vii a~e uf Wirh w, 
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Fort lsl<andar Muda 
Nanggroe Aceh Darussa lam, 17''' centu ry 

In Defense of the l<ing's Glory 

Sumatra Island was ruled by Sulton Iskandar Mudo in 1607 - 1636. During this 

era. the Aceh Kingdom experienced its golden age with a realm spanning from 
the west coast of Minongl<obou to Perok (now port of Malaysia) and was the 

most powerful kingdom in the Strait of Molocco . 

twas a ~o d Jrir ~ t'le re1;;n ur Sul l a•l ls l<andar M uda ·rat ·rp Arrh I( ngdon hJ:J d b~ dr Ll J.JOwer'ul m ilita -y 

force. wi th ro less tl1an 40.000 soldiers. J bU.UUO ~Lrong nava army anri 700 vvarsh1 ps rno~l of wrud were 

prov1ded with La•Jnons W ith s 1ch a husr armv. the Su llJn oULLt:eded to dr ve avvay th r Pmtugupr,e fror 1 

Aceh In 1629. the <;t.J·;m r, navy IJU1~hed drl iPm,ense attack aga :1st Millarra ·n add1t1or to tJeveloping h is 

nil1tJry po'.l',•e· SJita•1 skaniar M•Jca al so t:u t r,everal defen~e fo·t~ a·urg :ne coasr ot M;; 'ilrra ', trail One of 

rt'Jr forrs is locatetJ Jl Kruem; Raya and ~o thi; nay 1s <nown as o-:;rt l ~kJr dar Vluda 

I he fort is located a'ong thE' ro;~st. r,u rrourdeu by f 1~h iJo r ds. coco1 ut plantations a'H1 nshrrmen vii age~ It 

is a squilrr s~r JctLre V'ill'l dll entrarce gatf' iln r. a s~a rr ase in :re eJ~t wdll -he wa is 11aae of natura rora, 

sto1es anj has SPvrral shoo:1:1~ h:.:l:s Tt ere is an adJacent squarP nt. ld :1g inside :..,e fur l Wlt'l sta1rs ::;n the 

ed~l elf cl nor~h sides. Thr·p ilrr a ~c two ::Ji lJ wei ~ ~ ncirc ed by a t.O c11 th rk wa ard acces5 provilJeLI by three 

do orr, 
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SULTAN ISI<ANDAR MUDA 

Born m t he late 16' century, Iskandar Mud a wcJs tne grea;est Sultan of Aceh Dunng his retlln tn 

1607 1636, Acel• achteved 1t~ golden age as a great emptre ·hat contro lled Malacca Strait~ I rom 

an ear·y age Iskandar Muda was taught a w ide ranlle of suences by c erg1e~ from t he K ngdom as 

well as other regtons As an adult he ecJrned the t tie "Perkasa A lam" for h1s couralle tn up~ oldtn 

;he t•uth Sultan Iskandar Muda successfully developed peppe· olantallons making the produ· 

a htghly·coveted and dependable raje commod ty that attracted E:uropean and Asian t raders 

Besides pepper the Aceh Kin~dorn CJ I~o exported nee l:xtenstve ~ax regulations were Imposed 

on foreign ships. trading and rvrn treasure t roves frOrT' shipwrecks Iskandar Muda established 

laws and regulatiOns for the Aceh Ktn\ldorn and implemented a fa ir and equitable ru le over h1s 

Kingdom During hts re,gn. the Ateh KtngdofTl was also known as a center for scientifit studies 1n 

Sout h East As1a vis ted by people from ot her countries to learn His respect for Intellectuals meant 

that science thrived under his rue Alter conquen n~;the johor Kingdom, he successfu lly defei:lted 

Portuguese forces in MalatLcl thus cementi ng Arrh '~ nosit ion as t he most powe rfu l kingdom tn 

t he St ra. t of Ma acca 
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The Aceh War: A tale of 
construction and significance of 
fortification 

On the island Sumatra, the northern Aceh region is situated at the west 

entrance of the Molocco Strait, historically owning on important strategic 

position. Aceh controlled the trade to Malocco and beyond: during the 761
' ' 

century, the Sultanate of Aceh was the most influential local power in the 

region. 

" tt When the Portuguese sailor Albuquerque arrived in As1a he discovered Aceh on the way After the 

Portuguese settled n Ma acca. the Acehnese bes eged th1s city several times. However those long and 

bloody wars eroded Aceh's power. From the m1d 171
" century. Aceh was ruled by female sultanas. They failed 

to stand the1r ground against the Dutch and rnglish who drrived tn the wake of the Portuguese. 

Th1s was cons1dered as a threat to the lslam1c ~overnment and n 1699. when a new Sultan came to power, 

he received from the Great Mogul of India substantial weapons aid, including large caliber ordnance. 

These technologically advanced guns we~e constructed from forged iron bars and hoops encased 1n a 

bronze cast1ng a peculiar construction method which was at time practiced in Mogul ndia. Th1s ordnance 

was orig inally emplaced in a strong, newly-built fortress wh1ch dom1nated the Aceh River estuary. On a 

Portu~ue~e 'in tel igence map of this penod, this fortification was cal led 'Forroleza nova ten mv1ta ortelhoriu 

grosso (new fortification w .th large cal1ber mounted guns) For centunes . this m•ghty tort11ication witn irs 



4£, 

powerful armaments formed a deterrent against host1 le attacks from ether the Portuguese or Dutctl , thus 

protect•ng the !>tralegic lslam'c foothold m northern SLJmatra Along the coastune several other strong 

stone tort·ficanons ex1sted mcluding the famous ' Jnong Balee'. LOnstructed and 'r1anned as ·egend has 

it. by the widows of fallen fighters 

For centuries. the Sultanate of Aceh mamtained 1ts mdependence while protected by its m1ghty 

fortif1cal10ns n the 19th century the Situation changed drasllta y S ngapore wa~ founded 

'independent' European adventurers like james l:lrooke sett ed m the region and new colonial powers 

eme1ged. such as France Germany Italy and thr Un1 ted States In consequence. the strategic Vdlue 

of Aceh further ncreased. At that time. Aceh s military power had evaporated and political deals' to 

maintam mdependence "ailed. due to the antagon ~m of the t Jropean powers Far away in London 

another dea WdS concluded by the British and Dutch governments. allow1ng the Dutch freedom to cope 

w1th the Sltua~ion 1n Aceh Accoromg to the mpenahst c visiorJ of the t.me . Areh s ndependence posed a 

threat to the stabil1ty of the area and the cohes1on of the Netherlands East lnd1es P1racy and consp racy 

were the casus bell,, A Dutch u t malum was 1ssued and a military exped1t1on landed m 1873. 

In those days. the fortifications of Aceh were no longer 1n good condition. though a funrt1oning 

fortification named Kota 6ab' existed on or near the s.te ot the 'fortaleLa nova· mentioned above Most 

of the great Mogul guns W:!re concentrated m thE' keruton and used for close defense The~r great lenllth 

and we1ght resulted 1n a low rate of fire. making them less useful for tire against fast steamships and 

for beach defense 



1 1 THE LONG AND ENDLESS WAR 

"' . 
Dur'ng the Aceh War (1873 !9C4) fortiflcat1on p ayed a major role. not only for the Dutch. but a ~o for the 

Acehnese To date. the location names of more than 160 Acenne~e and Dutch forl'fkations have been 

found n Dutch arch1ve~ and bdttle reports Unfortunately, for the mo~t pdrt details on the exact locat1on 

and construction are lackmg. Let u~ go back to the start of these lonll and encJ .e5s wars. 

·~-~--. ... c._.,. ___ 
· -·-~-·-.. ·­·---·­. -.--.- .... , . ___________ ..... "' ... 
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When on january 24' 1874. the Aceh Keraton wJs nnally taken by Dutch troops. and 52 artillery pieces were 

found Of the~e guns. around 40 were actually emplaced on thr walls 13 iron and 10 bronze ~Juns formed 

tl e t~rmament o• the north face. wi::h 5 1ron gun~ J'1d 6 tJron7e ones used for tne deferse of the gate On 

the wrc;t face nine ron gLns and a bro'1Le ore were e>mplaced on tne south face. tnree iron gunss. and on 

the east face 4 1ron guns Thirty five of thesE' guns were engaged aga nst tl e Dutch troops 

Mo~t of <f'1e Acehnese guns were emplaced on the wall. ma1<1ng 1t necessary to load the ~uns from the 

out!> de. which exposed the gur crew. However. some guns were emr: aced behind embrt~sures that were 

prov•de>d with su!>pended cowh•de shutters for 11rotection. When firing. the carnonballs pushed up the 

shutter!>. wh1rh would fall down aga.n upon the pd!>SIIlg of thrse projectiles 
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THE USE OF FORTIFICATIONS AS MEANS OF PACIFICATION 
With the raking of tt1e Keroton thr Dutch expected the Acehnese :o givr in But the Sultan had escaped a no 

the Acehnese continuPd fightin~; rot only in the intf'nor, but pr.Jct cally on the doorsteps of Koeta Rad)a 

(Banda Areh) . The w~t of war. both m terms of money and manpower were a ser'ou~ drain on the Dutch 

Governrnen· s •esourrPs. A more econom1cal m11 tarv solut on hdd to be adopted to subdue the Atehnese 

rirst. cJ ti~ht naval blockadr was cstabl•shed to cu t ot t hostile Arrhnese from weapons and food supplies 

by sea Thrn on IJrH.l. the construction of a series of fortif1Callons gradually expanded the area controlled 

by the Dutch With1n th1c; area. several safety measures wrre decreed, ~uth as the demoli:ion of all Aceh 

tortifirat1ons and the di~armament of the Acehnese Althou~h this approach wac; f'Ssentia ly 'tle fens1ve'. 

from t1me to time more aggre~~ ve exped t1ons were moun~eo Instead of creatmg a peace'ul situation at 

low cost. more troops were needed Most of the fortifications were built under ho~llle cond1t1ons. within 

si~ht ot the enemy who tned to stop the cons:n.rtion by all rre.Jns. Usually, :he (convirt) laborers were 

escorted by a st·ore cetachment of sold1ers that on y lett the scenP when the fort•ficatio1 was comple;eo 

and orrup,ed by it~ ~arrison /\s long as rverything went according to plan, thrre was no problem 1n th1s 



Things proved more difficul t when a fortification had to be constructed in unknown areas. If there was 

a shortage of labor force. the troops themselves had La perform the tiresome work of clearing. leveling. 

diggmg. fellmg trees. erecting palisades and more. Lack of knowledge regarding the local terrain made 

things worse. The story of the fo rtification construction at KadJOe in 1876 is a clea r example of this. Th is 

fort ification formed part o' the projected defensive perimeter around Koeta RadJa The construction was 

performed by the main body of an expeditionary force. consisting of three infantry battalions. to which 

convicts and free laborers were added. The fortification was located near an estuary of a small but nav1gable 

river. wh1ch flowed into a lagoon. This locat1on guaranteed communication with coastal shippin'l The 

Kadjoe fortification was built on a grassy plain. bordered by some scrubs and a bushy hill. The fortification 

was of a standard type. measuring 35 by 65 meters. with two d1agona 1y placed bastions. each mounting a 

field 'lun. The breastwor:< consisted of coconut tree stems of 3 5 meter length and 25 30 em 1n d1ameter. 

These stpms were partly emplaced mto the ground. When the commander of the new fort ification arrived. 

he observed 'h1s' area and was appalled by h1s findings. Partly hidden from vision by the bush trees. a small 

hill rose two or three meters above the fortification enabling the Acehnese to dominate the mterior of the 

so fortification and fire at will towards the gam son The fortress commander tried to convince h s superior of 

the wrong choice. However. w1th so much work already done. the expedition commander was not w1 llmg 

to relocate the nearly-fin ished fortification. Instead. it was decided to construct a small wooden redoubt 

on top of the dominat ng hill This redoubt was occupied at night by a sma I detachment of 10 soldiers and 

a sergeant 

The moment the expeditionary force wanted to depart. a heavy rainfall poured down and transformed 

the grassy field m a mud pool This field. which had offered such a good opportunit y to construct the 

fort fication w1thout the need of extens1ve leveling. proved to be a muddy sowoh. completely unsUitable 

for construction. 

The garnson left in the unfmished fortress consisted of a commander some officers. 179 soldiers. laborers 

and fam 1l1es In all, 230 men women and children stayed in what was now a mud poo The fortress 

commander dec1ded to build footpaths from coconut tree stems. At first. these footpaths seemed to solve 

the problem but then the footpaths started to sink away and became sli ppery w ith mud Under these 

cond1t1ons. the health s1tuation ana morale of the garnson faltered. In the end. it was decided to build 

a new fort,fication in a more suitable place. This place was found on tne hill where a small redoubt was 

previously built. However this was not a quick and easy job: the new location had to be cleared and a road 



constructed between Koeala Gigieng and Kadjoe From 6 to 11 a m. and 1 to 5 p.m . the soldiers worked on 

the construction in pouring rain and burn ng sunshme About one th rd of the garnson became too ill to 

perform any duties 

This desperate situation was noticed by the Acehnese, who conc luded that the old fortification was 

de>fective. On the n1ght of 12 October 1876, they attacked the weakened garrison but failed to take them 

by surprise due to the a ertness of the watch detachment. Then the Acehnese mounted an attacK on the 

north 'ace where the entrance was located and s multaneously fired at the sold.ers guardmg the other 

faces The Acehnese made three almost successfu attempts at overtaking the fort but wpre eventually 

dnven away each time When the new fort was completed, the old one WdS to be demolished This proved 

an rqua lly difficult ta~ k . J~ the palisades were firm ly stuck mto the muddy ground and required a lot of 

work to remove them 

The combination a' fortiflcation with mob1le and guerrilla warfare was in itself not un1que n the history 

of Indonesia. but the intensity and development the desn~n and use of fortifications was Both Acehnese 51 

and Dutch participants started lhe war w1th traditional concepts' of fort ification. During Lh i ~ war. Lhe 

Dutch adapted their fortificat ions to cope with Aceh's tacl1cs and the Acehnese adapted the ir fortification 

to withstand the disastrous effects of the modern weapons used by their enemies This resulted in the 

development of two distinct concepts or fortiflcat.on Both concepts were ahead of t heir time and were 

later used al over the world, from trench warfare dur ng World War I to present day Israeli wall fortificat.on 

in the jordan Valley. As a result. the Aceh War is very important and worth our atten t ion. even though very 

f ew traces of the fortifications have ac tually remained 

Gradually. a loose network of tactical fort fications was built in Aceh by the Dutch army, lackmg a sound 

overall strategic defense plan For example fo rtifications sit uated at unhealthy places in coastal areas 

were tact ically unsuitable. or were located m remote areas where supplies could only be brought m by 

cross ing enemy terri tory. Some of the fortifications. like S1mpang-Oiim and Edi. even lacked the1r own 

source of drinking water and had to be supplied daily by Navy ships patrolling the coasta l seas The smallest 

fortifications. such as blockhouses and guardhouses, proved very vulnerab le to attacKs. They were especially 

exposed when situated at some distance from the parent fortification and when shrubs or along along 

impeded the line of s1gh t and opt ical communications 
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TECHNICAL DEVELOPMENT OF DUTCH FORTIFICATIONS 
Whrn the ro iP of fort.hcanons agamst .nternal hos.lli l.es lr'uea~ed tr e Dutch army reconsidered t hP 

tact ical and tecllnical aspects .nvolved. leadmg to camp ete new standard designs based on t ile tollowing 

reQJirerner't5 

he posi t ion should have an all-round defensP. a'ld be closed at all sides 

A frpp :-Jeld ·or :inng r,ad to oe mamtaine:l covered by flankmg fire from withm the fort1ficarion it~P.I• 

The danger of a poss1ble surprise attacK by the enemy nad ro be ruled out 

I he floor plafl had to be s1mple favoring the best poss•ble defense by a m1n,mur'l of troops 

The , , ~p of obstacles or natural fea tures shoultl 1rnpruve the defense against as~au l rs. 

In order to wa~;e an active defense. the fortificat1on shou ld have a number of adequate'y defended sally 

ports 

Thr garn~on had to be qua rtered n barracks built w1Lhm the fortinca t,or. 

A suitab!e number of assembl1ng pomts I'Jad to be ass1gned be"orehand: 



lyf al (,·I t ·or· frr~t r 
tllPir P. ''I 1 t'J1~t1 ~v.;,t:P·o~·~~.:ar 

The fortification should be resistant to rifle fire and incendiary weapons: 

At night there should be a number of effectively-screened inter1or lights 

The dimensions of the fortificat ion should be kept to a minimum in order to be defensible by a small 

number of troops: 

Build ngs used for stables kitchens and la t rines were placed outside the defens1ve perometer so they 

would not Interfere w1 t h the fields of finng and still be defens1ble: 

fhe fortification had to be equipped with an opt1cal or telegraph system for communicatron w ith the 

ne,ghbonng fortifications 

Based on their constructiOn methods, fortifications were classified rnto several types: hasty temporury 

and permanent defense works . The hasty defense works were mostly n the form of protected bivouacs. 

Temporary defense works included blockhouses, ordinary forti fications and protected camps. The 

blockhouses were built at isolated places and garrisoned by no more than 25 men To house a stronger 
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garrison an ordinary forMication was bu•lt n 1877 a special prefabricated fortification was used ·n Pedir . 

The wooden parts. 1nclud1ng the palisades. were t ransported by ship. This was done in order to con5truct 

un 'instant' fortification. due to lim1ted time and manpower, and no local buildmg materials available to 

construct a t raditiona l fortification. A promismg concept. albei t lacking 1n durability Because of th s. it was 

not accepted for regular use. 

In 1885. two perfected des1gns of fortifications aqamst internal hostil ities were issued The largest type was 

qarnsoned by three officers and 75 soldiers the smallest type by one officer and 50 soldiers In order to test 

these new designs, they were built for the first time on the ·concentrated me' (Ceconcentreerde Lime) in Aceh 

THE 1GECDNCENTREERDE LINIE' 
The a 1m of the Cecornentreerde L mie was to protect and consolidate the Dutch occupied area by keepmg 

out hostile Acehnese. preventing their at tacks. This 'secunty screen reduced the number of military forces 

comm tted and decreased the Dutch government's expenses. The concentration mplied the evacuation 

54 of !ess secure territones and the demol1 tion of several existing Dutch fortifications. The design of the 

defens1ve lme followed the newest principles. using modern techniques for t ransport (Aceh tramway) and 

transmission (telegraph) The fortifications were located closely together in orde r to give mutual support 

Roads and a tramway connected the forts and were used for transport of soldiers and cargo In front of the 

,;ne o~ fortifications, a 1000 meter deep uninhabited secur;ty zone was created by raL ng trees and bushes. 

The Dutch government did not want to al1enate the Acehnese population liv1ng Within the secure tern tory 

and as a rule did not harass its inhabitants with unnecessary harsh measures However, secunty still 

depended on stnrt measures with regard to the possession of arms. free movement o• people goods and 

more At first all contact between the Acehnese ms1de and outside the secure territory was forbidden 

Later on. contact was permitted during daytime In order to wm the hearts and minds of the Acehnese 

the Dutch government restored the Mesj1d Raya (destroyed during the fightin~ of 1874) and encouraged 

econom1c growth. In the 1911 century local warfare thic; well cons1dE>red approach wac; quire revolut onary 

The Geconcentreerde L nie' consisted of 15 fortresses and three blockhouses The fo rtresses that were 

built consisted of three types 

1. A fortress garrisoned by 150 men. armed with one 12 em breech-loadmg gun of 12 em, one 8 em gun and 

one Coehoorn mortar. 



I ' 2. A fortress garrisoned by 75 men. armed with two 12 em or 8 em guns and one Coehoorn mortar; 
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A position ~:Jarri~oned by SO men. armed with two 8 em guns and one Coehoorn mortar. The blockhouses 

and the guardhousrs did not mount any arllllery. 

The construct on of ~hese fortiflcat1ons was fin1shed in 1885. During the same year the securi ty Lone ir 

front of the defense I ne was cleared and the Aceh tramway connecting the fortifications was flmshed. 1 hts 

I.Jl~ W IJ 

~ -· · 

) I 
I 

-----
( ) 

I 

I 

,. .. ·-
·f 

J· 

I 

I f) 

lc' 

I ,, 
\ltol "'"'· 

_ , ... _,. 

• I l,j 1~ ''' " ,. • f'"'f ... _ ,...,, 

0 , ......... . -·· 
Q , . .,., , .. • ... •u 

111\'o - , . .. .. ...,.~J ,.-,M ~•-tAM irot•-- ¥~! ... ,...,. ..... , 
..... 1111·"·-- ~ ........... , .... , ............ ~c., __ , ... _ • 

llh .. l I ... .. , ' 

55 



track. connec tmg Koeta Radja and Lamjong and the branch leading to Pakan Kroeng Tjoet. was completed 

1n early 1886. The connecting paved roads were operational 1n 1885 with the except ion of the part 

leading from Koeta Radja to Lampeneroet and Lamreng To enhance the defense line in 1885. two more 

blockhouses were buil t near Kroeng Lingga between the fortifications Lampermeij and TJOt lri and Sabang 

(1886) When the new fortifications became operational . old fo rtificat ions were evacuated and torn down 

When the fortifications of t he 'Geconcenrreerde Lime' lived up t o expe:tat1ons the1r des1gns were officially 

standard ized in 1886. Their 1mportance was much valued and the designs were included in the m il1 tary 

textbooks in Holland. In due time. all ex1sting Dutch fo rt ifications for defense agains t internal hostilitieS 

were remodeled or replaced by newly built ones follow1ng the design parameters of the 'Ceconcentreerde 

Lmie' fortifications 

The 'Geconcentreerde Linie' proved successful in reducing the necessary troop st rength and saving money. 

bu t the resu lting monotonous garri son dut1es soon wore out morale and efficiency. result ing in a total 

56 mala1se The Acehnese used to build a counter-forti fication' wherever a Dutch tortificat ion was es tablished 

From these pos1t1ons. they sniped at the Dut ch garnsons. especially t argeting sold1ers standing guard and 

caretakers of oi l lamps. As the Dutch wou ld not venture outside thei' fo rt ifications. which also deepened 

the malaise. t he only so'ution was to provide pass1ve protection. In most cases. additional protection 

was constructed from wood. but in the case of the Longbatah fortification. armor plates were used. The 

inven t1 ve commander of th1s fortification also designed an armored observation post. which was mounted 

high in a t ree. From this position. his soldiers were able to silence the Acehnese smpers. Those snipers 

started to become so fam1liar tha t the Dutch soldiers gave them nicknames. derived from the1r act1ons or 

appearance The soldiers even collected the 'eyed ' Acehnese rifle and Iilah bullets (brass sw1vel gun). which 

were sold as souvenirs to visit ors. Meanwhile the Acehnese gave nick names to the Dutch fo rtifications. 

such as Lam Loempoer (mud village) for the fort Lam Koenjit. 

To remedy t he mala1se result1ng from the pass1ve situation in 1894 . a more ac tive policy was introduced. 

The all1ed Acehnese prince Toekoe Djohan was entrusted by the Netherlands East Indies Government with 

the task of ensunng the pacification of the Acehnese territories ou t side the Geconcentreerde l mie. During 

this phase in 1894 and 1895, 12 new fortifications and 23 blockhouses were constructed. wh1ch formed 

a new outer line of defense These fortificat ions were built to support offens1ve operations by Toekoe 

Ojohan. In 1896. there were plans to transfer at least some of these fortifications mto permanent ones. in 
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order to enlarge the safe perimeter of the Geconcentreerde Lmie. The forilficat,onc; were garrisoned by the 

Netherlands nd1es Army the b ockhouses mostly by friendly Acennese. or Toekoe Djohan s troops 

he norale of the Dutch troops reached 1ts owest p01nt when. on March 291896 Toekoe Djohan suddenly 

changed s1des. changed his name m Toekoe Demar and became a formidable opponent Tt e recently 

constructed fortif-Jcat,ons Larn Koenji;:. Blloel Kroeng Ka Lamgoet. TJOt Rang AnagaloC'ng am Bar·h. 

Lam Soet. Kroeng Gloempang and Sene op had to be abandoned Only Tjot Goe and Toen~koeb were kept 

The blockhouses were mostly deserted by the Acehnese allies When offensive actions were resumed. the 

morale of the army improved again 

CONSTRUCTION DETAILS 
Unt1l the second half of the 19 century permanent fort ·firat ions for defense against 1nterndl hostilities 

were usually bu t from stone. Afterwards. wooden pa li sades were more frequently used. as tropira l 

hardwood proved very durable Ironwood was cons idered Lhe best buildmg materia l as it was reSIStant 

against termites. The pal1sades were constructed by erecting round limbers or beams partly dr1ven nto S7 

the ground . Iron hoops or bands were used to strengthen tile construction. The artillery was emplared on 
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heightened wooden diagonal bastions. Sometimes firing ports were made. which could be closed with 

movable wooden shutters. To protect the riflemen firing over the top of the palisades and the gun crews. 

movable plate iron armour shields were used. suspended from an iron ra il. The length of the front side 

of the fortifications varied between 38 and 73 meters. The fortificatrons were surrounded by obstacles. 

like pointed bamboo sticks and pieces of broken glass. Later on. w1re entanglemenls were used. The 

blockhouses built during the Aceh War were located w1thin a wooden palisade with a height of 3 meters. 

with two bastions added . This enclosure was surrounded by wire The main floor level of t he blockhouse 

enabled Lhe garrison to fire over Lhe palisade. Permanent fortifications were often protected by high iron 

fences. Not only did these fences surround the complex, they were also erected to fo rm compartments 

between buildings. The introduction of barbed wire made more effective barriers possible. The area around 

a fortification was lighled with shielded lanterns Lo prevent n1ghl attacks. Guards were placed in wooden 

watchtowers. Living quarters constructed from bamboo and atap were rep laced during the fina l decade of 

the 19'" century by wooden barracks with roofs of corrugated iron These provided healthier lodgings and 

were less prone to fire hazards. 

The temporary fortifications which were built 111 1894 outside the ·ceconcentreerde Linie' were not of the 

standard des1gn. as they were often constructed around an existing local fortification or a suitable building. A 

number of traditional Acehnese houses were incorporated as living quarters for officers and soldiers. However, 
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all newly-constructed fortifications were surrounded by a high earth wall and wire entanglements. Artillery 

pieces and sometimes mach1ne guns were emplaced on the bastions. As a whole the defense value livmg 

condit1ons and location of these temporary fortifications were less favorable than those of the fortiflcations 

belongmg to the ueroncentreerde Linie. 

In proportion to the progress of the pacification. the fortifications for defense against mternal hostilit es 

changed gradually in characterist iCS: st one walls and wooden palisades were demolished. unhealthy wet 

moats were filled and obstacles were replaced by barbed w1re In 1904, all artillery armament of forti~cat , ons 

for defense against local enem1es were removed. as nf le fire was now more powerful. As a result of the 

introduction of modern strategy 1n fighting local enemies. all fortifications for defense against internal 

hostilities were eventually abolished by the governmem's decree issued on October 29t . 1906 

FLEXIBILITY OF DUTCH FORTIFICATIONS 

The establishment of tort fications against Internal hostilities was regarded by the Dutch government 

as a flexible Instrument Wt·en des1red paciflcat.on was reached. t he fo rti fications were closed down ~9 

Depending on the Situation. this abandonment was usually executed in phases The first phase consisted 

of the decrease or complete withdrawal of the garrison Tile semi permanent fortifications and buildings 

were then handed over to thE:! civil government (Bmnenlands Bestuur) that t ook care of maintenance for 
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the time'y reoccupat1or of empty fortificat·ons by a garrison should the need ar1se In the second phase 

the buildtn>(S d·an>(ed purposes. for example a hospital or prison Sorr1et imes rhe foni~cat on was used 

to quarter police forces. Fmal ly in the last phase the defens1ve e•ements of the fort i~cat1ons. l1ke the 

defensive walls and bastions were demolished Th•s demolition was done by contract whereas the terrain 

was sold Sometimes t ~1e buildm~s and barracks were removed for use elsewhere by the government As a 

nJIP fiPid fnrrificat,ons were immed,ately demolished in order to prevent their use by host . e Forces 

ACEHNESE FORTIFICATIONS 

So far we have cons dered the developments of the Dutch fort ifications but what of the Acehnese 

fortifications? At first. the Acehnese combatants used their 't raditional' fort•fications t hat were similar to 

the fortifications encount ered elsewhere in t he Indonesian archipelago. From the beg1nning of the confliCt 

the Acehnese were very adaptive in constructing their defenses: the old walled graveyards in Koeta 

Radja (BandJ Aceh) the Pin tu Khob and Kotla Gunungan were all transformed into fortifications that 

wrrl? incorporated in larger complexes. Wood. eart h and sod were used for construction. When the Dutch 

army occup1ed !\ceh from 1874 the character of warfare changed as t he Acehnese st arted mobile war fare 

aga1n~ t Dutch patrols and military mfrast ructure (roads. t ramways. telegraph lines f ort ifications). Fixed 

art illery was hardly used anymore: mstead. t he portable Iiiah guns were preferred Th1s mobile warfare was 

supported by fort ifica tions that had been adapted to their new role as base of operat ions. In addit ion. the 

new fortificJ lion~ needed more proteLlion agamst modern Dutch weaponry L.ke the Dutch f ort ifications. 

the Aceh ones were economicalm manpower. 

Gradual 'y. a particular desi>(n of Aceh s fortifications was developed: more emphasis was placed on 

earthworks and dugouts below ground level. head covers of stout wooden beams were ntroduced and deep 

pits wpre made to dispatch incommg grenades. The fort fications were made sr1a er in order to present 

a less vu nerable target These smaller fortifications were cleverly ocated in the landscape, profiting 

frorn natural ob~tacles and cover Also. the fortifications were constructed w ithin a mutually supportmg 

system creatmg depth and a flexible all-round defense Obstacles surrounded tf-Je fort fications. Finally 

the Acehnese excavated complete trench systems. consist ng of several paral e fighting trenches that 

were cortnected by crawl trenches. This fort fication concept proved very e"fect1ve and predated both the 

field oefpn~Ps a" -he Russo-japanese war (1905) and the First World War ('914-1918). On the other hand 

the nature ot the Acer. s resistance lacking a un fied command artd the organ17•ng power of a ur fieo 

state. I mited the effectiveness of tre new developed Aceh s de tenses on a wrder sca1e The transfer of ~he 
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fort.fication concept w'Lilir these circumstances. w1thout the existence of dedicatrd education. remains 

another remarkable Jch evemPnt ot the Acehnese. 

CONCLUSION 
Both the Acehnese and Dutch fortifications have bare'y left any trares 1n the landscape T h1s was manly due 

to the b1111ding IT'atenals used forti"'cat ons and bL. dings sirr:ply decayed overt me. Th> Aceh fortincat ons. 

rowever were all delibr.rate y destroyed after be 1g se1zec oy the Dutch arrT'y, 1n order to prevert their 

re-use The t~unami ot 2004 wiped out valuable arct•aeological trilces 1n the coc~stal areas t=ven vmtte11 

docurrPntation ard i(Qnography are scarce especially w1th regards to the AcehnP~e tort fications These 

mcumstarces have rendPrPd ~he fortifications of the Aceh War ciS somethmg of an obscunty. This article 

aims to spark new 1nterest 1n tll1s un que ~ubject. 
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Fort l<uto Besal< 
Palembang, 1780 

A Royal Palace on the Musi River 
Gant< 

Viewed from the Kapitan Cina vi/loge in the Ulu region. Palembang ·s 
downstream panorama appears splendid and impressive. yet at thP c;amP time 

simple and prosaic. W1th the Musi River flowing 1n front of 1t the City emerges 
as a flat stretched line. almost blendmg tnto the surface of the land with the 

Ampera Bridge (officially inaugurated in the m1d 1950's) ostentattously rising 

upwards. connecting the upstream and downstream regions 

;.c· rq,;lerrcnr the Lirt::;:;n lamJS.Jflr;; nr:~ ~I e 1-/JSI h1vr• Tn.-~::jrcs t1 e :.·e,t. rhrrE> IISI"" 1'1 t1 e t: .. c<grr. Jn1 r. 

IJI h 11 d rg thi:lc tid~ b:!COm" nr:P of the ,1tv ~ lantm<lrks. 1t s l'u: r'lL."IrlJ'FIIi•v bclild ·1~ '/'il'r · rr lha·er ta'lk 

OP top (l'le war< of lr 5 Sn~,y l r '~2o) Ahn1.t 20.:) 'T ete•s Clo,r• ·c cl' e /'.rr :Jt'd :1' rl~r sa \'vl lt' UJildmg. 

a ion~ r;f1<lCi~us a1 tJ uw strucr Jrr Fo-t KL.tu Be;Jk <l rr1iltary dtferse p:Jr,t w'11C'1 wa~ wev uw<>lv t'IE' as: 

rovr. p~lace of tJ e rlJ cmr;;1g S.Jitan,Jte. At prrr,r>nt tr,e p;~IJce 'hh1Ct' ne:an e th:> 'vrrJ:- of P~len ba11~., 

il' 11 •e;1;t<Jrcc il~il "5! col:>n1Jii~r·1. I'> 100:: 11~1 1 zed d> m til"V co'l1mc;nd lJUurterr; 

PEPPER AND TIN 

"'"'·!:' •'IL r1r at t ,e :>ri.viJ;.I'fu k ng-:o:TJ. P'llen ban;; hJ', hrrr r. st·;te~" rode •hl't" 1 t"e nel'::ork oF ;rdrJ" 

rcJtrc; frr <;o rth SJrr Jt J 5 il~II'IJ tural ~u·m·•u:Jnrc; (f;.oct sturr~ fu•e:;· r.rn:1w·s anL 1!:.. Ll) c::nrPrt 1g 

(.· 
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the ilrr;:; •'~it1 irr•uortan~ intPrrat ora rrarket<; (rhir;J J'IU l•ldr;J) l oratetl :.JL the ccnfliJ0rte uf tl·e Mr1~1 

O<;d'l ~nrt Komenr~ riVt:!'S f1a1Pmuan~ hJS II ev t;:;nly be:orr!:! the ~ev rorr.t bet•,we·l tnF intr· or ·e.;iuns 

and tiJ~ cper <;f.'il the main t·aje romrrojity t.Jeing per.r~r 

P the llltddiP of rhe lb'" cer.tury 1.:1der tt·e supre11ilry of the Cemak k n£do•r (and later t:1r MJtaram 

< 'l~r1orr) tt·e seat ot f1illr:moam; was locatrr1 at KutJ Gawan!:; il11Jildrar ~u ar tor• firrl towr· (app·ox 11'lt"ly 

11. squ:1rr < omeler~) wrtl1 wall<; mude uf ronwnorl (ulin) Jntl LJng len wood iJJiernbang s nominJrrLe rn the 

pepper l'ade kinr: ri ;te VOC s attrn:rcn eve• oime thF hrg nnrr~ uf their rrl<1tio1sr p ir 1618 

E:rrrwluving c;evrral rne:.Jr•s. the VO( smteetleu 1'1 oh:ilinrng Jrl a~reemFn~ ro cuke over tile IT'oropu rv uf 

tJPflJ:e exJ_;urt dvrn~ 1GL1·1bl.1 f1a'emt<~ng h;;wever was 'lOT · ,;o e·r d c~s.astrr v•,i·r the J~ree·nent v••h ~r 

drnvf' ·re VOC '' 1653 ·11 destroy Ku~3 C::!w'lrg Jrd the de•<>r'<;f' supocrt :JUs:s i:h<lt were ~lJlt~reCl in 

l::lam;ka Str<l r up to the nterio· 'f'£i01 of Muoi l<rvF· 
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u1rlt>r the 1:'3C.t''; hi~ Jf '> Jl·an A:J:.wrahr"c'l (-;:!10\fl:!d In '!,[,] -17'jfij f"la :0'1"1U~r <( ro~e up fr::m Ct><n ::tt ~~ 

Jnd drst· Jrtron anc b':o;dr lo unohacklr r"<;£>1f h-:Jn lhe rr fiLe·,ce of ·r-r ~"'T'lr ::tn krm;;d::rl' he seJt or 

soverr·rnenl WJ~ r·wvrrl to 'l fll'lce ('lOW'l a~ 3errr'~lr )ans~l.t (:;earj of Bdrl'{u'l tree) Trr roy::tl p=!lace 

vvd~ r·roved awav 'rnm ti1P Mus Rver lJdrrk. In 1710. nil'1Ska ls13r'd bt>~Jr r ·~ srovv r;otr'ltia l nt be:c•lrrr ~ J 

pronir, n~ <in r"lrnin~ ~rle W trr thr dr:linr ot pepper pr~uuLtron. t n m r11 rng ~;wed ra e·rrLJ' IIS ·, eronomv 

trom ih ~ Jrno 1 1717. ·rp VOC s.rcceecleu rr .n~rra-;r rts p·essJre u· PJiern:Jang ~V tr. < 1§ ove· the 

:na'10fluly ot t n 1--0,'V::!ver. the comp3ny '> h1r.nces det::!riurJted. W'lrrr rr<; .ltFrlrn•t e v:: ru, rr;; rt, cont•ol 

ot the l rn trdl.!e JrJ · ·y Pr. rrnharg S.rl~anate too•< Jd·Jartr.~r r:t ·ne s tuatr~rr 

W'len Sult3r Al.JuurrJt ·nJn par,src1 'Clwav. a :ir'le con~urr rng fign· f~ r tne tl'rOr e :'Jo < J..l J:.~ Jnd rnc1rr. .,,,.h 

t t· e appJintrnrnt o· S rltan Malrrrrut., EladarCJrlrr ~-r r ~nec1 '11724 1/'J/). A new r c;y~l f1i!l ::tce •.vas bJrlt irr 1/3/ 

on the Mus RiiJt'r tJ..rr < Not ion~ af·rnN'lrr's :r VOC fu·l .-~..r~ permanrrt ly i'JrJ t ir.l71\2 avu~~ ttr: Jlu ·e~ron 

31 d wa~ knuv·-m J<; Lo, :, Jll!:la, 1\t,· (Sun;;c: .A...rr _!.;d~P) thrr, ;·rurtrre ,,..,c;s l.J..r l rrr ~tJgeo;, fn· ;;o; a ~ rr1pl.o 

:Just 1lG"::.i ·rrr upgr:Jd>":l rn '542 Hen:!>''-' ro•nt patr.rr was t1en ·•d·rred Ku'J La~ a (m• o:,f'!i' K•ato•l lire 

nld ·ova ~a ac~:i arrl.! tlurrrg the rrrgn o· Mt.'lamad 3c~t J•udo 1 ( t774-1R03) a r·e·:v ·oval J..IJIJ~e wJr; h Jrl· 111 65 

1/HU m~1t rext ·CJ ii. :rr'rln:rmed Kuto Be ~..rk (de nicuwr kmrr:n ~h~ new ruy..r l pJ I J:~). 

I<UTO BESAI< ROYAL PALACE 

Cur ~ .r:..ctio'l a~ ·hC' nr •• rova palace loJk :J IJLe ir 17R:l ;;no 01 vi or day. =:ur Jol'V 21 '7CJ7 t ,·~::ts othcra v 

r.rr rn use Most pr;;tJdblv. tne Jrrh trrt 'N::t~ il Eurcpearr vvtrr e che ·onr,t·w·ion ~·,c;s e·1:rL.st~::d ~o ~..h ·1ese 

abor Tt e rovJ, pJIJre farr ; Mt.si Rrver .-,•it'l b ltm~e sides t:r '1£l enrrr toe by L'lc rrve·; trroLtarrr-; (thP 

weo! sr::Je 'Jekanill< R•vrr / ttH' east srd: Tern; <uruk Rrvrr / ·rp nor~l1 srd e. KdJJUrJ'I rlrver). -hr ·ov:rl p'Cli'ClCP s 

le0~ t 'l n• 7'i0 meters l aU:~S Mu~ Rrver. with an rnwards widtr1 of 'tlLJ ·nf:!:t•rr, l hr 1Prght of t'le pdld.r:\ 

wa s varr:s bel•heen r, 'i mrtrrs to 9 neters :at t he errrrarrr ~ate) 'N•tll a til ckr =~~ v..rrv 1g t:rt•NPrn I to 

3 mete·s. 

1\lcn~ U e bJr <;of tv'ru<;r Q vrr 11 tro1t o• til: altJ d'rtJ nev·, r:a arrs ;;1 'ltJtp· ten.e oi d='er~e war, h Jrl· :rr·1 

~rov1dec wit1 r'Clnnors Bet ween thr: bJnk~ JrrJ thr fl'llilrP was 31' OJ..IEI' freltJ of J:Jou· RG neters wroe In 

all corne rs o' t'le palaLe lJJ~l ons har: hrrn h Jil t: current .v tl:e bJ,t or on thr wr<;t side is s:i ll rr lJLl whrle 
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THE WAR OF 1821 
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Sultan Mahmud Badaruddin II (reigned during 1804-1812. 1813 and 1818-1821) was defeated by the British 

in the middle of 1812 He managed to re-occupy the palace but was demoted by Lieutenant Governor 

Raffles (1811-1816) who pre ferred Sultan Ahmad Najamuddin (reigned 1n 1812-1813 and 1813-1818) Not long 

afterwards, Dutch power over Indonesia was reinstated in 1816. 

In 1818 the Dutch put pressure on Palembang. forcmg the removal of Najamuddin Sultan Mahmud 

Badaruddin II took advantage of the situation and succeeded to withhold Dutch attacks in 1819 (taki ng 

place 1n two stages: june and August-October) During those wars, Kuto Besak and its supporting defense 

structures proved the1r strength in withstanding Dutch attacks . Following those defeats. the Dutch 

assembled a much bigger army and 1n 1821. Palembang faced the war that would determine its future 

With aroun d 2.580 navy men armed w1th 414 weapons and a land army of more than 4.200 men. the Dutch 

arnved at Musi R1ver on May 21 1821. After capturing the supporting defense structures of Kuto Besak one 

by one. the Dutch managed to approach Kuto Besak. leaving Sultan Badarudd 1n in a dilemma. The sult an 

then wisely decided to surrender for the sake of safeguarding the people and the city of Palembang from 

despair and destruction When the Dutch entered the palace. they found it in a state of disrepair due to 67 

damage inflic ted during the 1819 war On july 1 1821, the Dutch flag was hoisted in Kuto Besak and the 

four corner bastions occupied by Dutch soldiers Sultan Mahmud Badaruddm II was exiled to Ternate. In 

1825. dunng the rule of Governor General Baron van der Capellen (1816 1826) the Palembang Su tan ate was 

ext irpated by the Dutch. 

FORT I<UTO BESAI< 
The Kuto Besak royal palace was then re-ut1hzed as a Dutch fort The mner buildings were turned 1nto 

dwellings for officers a hosp1tal and barrack to accommodate 1.000 soldiers. built in addit1on were 

ammunit1on storage artillery storage. a house for residents. a police office. a prison. godowns for private 

users and a harbor office. In 1832. the buildings inside the fort could no longer accommodate the growing 

needs Dwellings for the officers began to be built outside the fo rt and in the middle of the 19th century the 

fort was reintorced w1th a ditch that enc1rclcd the outer walls ;md thorny wild shrubs were grown around 

the outer side of t he ditch In 1900. Fort Kuto Besak was no longer inc uded 1n the list of military defense 

structures and was turned into a compound of government offices In the current Republic of Indonesia, 

the Kuto Besak royal palace has been turned into Fort Kuto Besak and is uti li zed as the office of SnwtJaya 

Regional Military Command. 
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CLOSING REMARI<S 
The landmark of Palernbang city that beta me a histoncal witne~s to the> fierce res1stance by the Palemban~ 

Sultanate against colonialism IS now in consideration to be utilized as a public facility Although there •s 

still a hospital inside the fort thdt is actess.ble to the public. the ent irety of Kutc Besak IS essentially st ill a 

closed venue When the military is eventually moved to a more suitable place conform1ng to proper urban 

planning, Kuto Besak can be restored to 1ts former glory and be ut:. ,zed as a public facility that will attract 

thousands of VISitors 
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Fort Marlborough 
Bengkulu, 1714 

A Gritish Legacy in GengRulu 

Viewed from above, Fort Marlborough looks like a turtle: the turtle 's head 

is the main door, its body is the fort itself while its four feet are the fort 
bastions. This shape is the typical of forts in Europe; this is understandable 
since Marlborough is an English fortification built by the East India Company 
in 1714-1719. 

Fort Marlborough 1s built 1n an artific1al hill. It faces the c1 ty of Bengkulu. with its back to t he In dian Ocean. 

lnit1ally the fort was encircled by a di tch which was part of its defense. The ditch separates the entrance 

door f rom the main structure , which means that the entrance to the fort is through a bndge . 

The fort stands on a s1te of 44 DOD square meters. 1ts physical measurements are around 240 x 170m The 

wall varies between 8 to 8.50 meters high. w1th a thickness between 1.85 to 3 meters. The fort defense 

com pnsed 72 ca nnons. Inside the fort are several rows of square buildings wi th gable roofs The buildings 

have window blind (krepyok) terraces V~J ith rows of iron poles. The available notes report tha t these buildmgs 

were utllrzed in former times as arms storage detention cells and of fices There is also a fairly large open 

field 111 the center of the fort which functioned as t he rnner court 
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WHO IS THE FIRST DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH'? 

He was an English soldier and political leader whose career spanned the re1gns of five monarchs 

throughout 1667-1722. pledgmg allegiance to England (1667-1707) and Great Britain (1707-1722). 

H1s rise to prommence began as an ordmary page m the royal court of Stuart England, but his courage 

on the field of battle soon ensured quick promotion and recognition from his master and mentor 

)ames. Duke of York 

When)ames became king in 1685. John Churchill played a major role in crushing the Duke of Monmouth's 

rebellion; but just three years later, Churchill abandoned his Catholic king for the Protestant William 

of Orange. 

Dur·ng his life, he was involved in several terrible wars such as the Monmouth Rebell1on the Battle 

of Sedgemoor. the Nine Year War. the Battle of Walcourt. the War of Spanish Succession. the Battle 

of Schellenberg. the Battle of Blenheim. the Battle of Elixheim. the Battle of Ramillies. the Battle of 

Oudenarde and the Battle of Malplaquet 
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A BRITISH ENCLAVE IN SUMATRA 
The efforts of East India Company to establish themselves in the Moluccas were successfully undermined 

by the VOC. In 1684 the British managed to sign an agreement with the local chiefs of Bengkulu in Sumatra 

concernmg delivery of pepper and construct ion of Fort York. 

In April1714. Governor Collet received permission from London to build a new fort four kilometers away 

from the old fort. towards t he sea. It was a square earthen fort with four bastions and brick buildings in and 

around the inner space. During the construction. the staff lived in the dilapidated Fort York, where several 

buildings were improved to remain habitable. In 1718 the last employee moved to the new fort which was 

named Fort Marlborough. after the most famous British general from the Spanish War of Succession and 

who had become a national hero: john Churchill. Duke of Marlborough (1650-1722). Fort York was then 

demolished after the garrison moved to the new fort . and the building materials were used to complete 

the new fort. 
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Ttle relationship between the Brit sh and the local people detenorated In March 1719 a rebellion broke 

out. and the people burned the establishment and attacked the fort The British had to choose between 

submitting to a s1ege or eavmg They chose the latter and fled on a ship that happened to be anchored in 

place They headed for India but had to stop fust at Batav,a. wh1ch further aggravated their embarrassed. 

Follow1ng the departure of the Brit,sh the sultans of Bengkulu lost their lucrative earnings from the 

pepper trade. leading to secret deals with the EIC. to have a new agreement. In 1723. both parties reached 

an agreement and the Bntish were allowed to return to their demol is~ed and burnt-out old fort that was 

reconstructed. and a big. osten;:ar,ous bell tower was built as shown in all pa ntmgs of the fort at the tlrne 

Reconstruction 1s indeed a necessity but maintenance is equally necessary Between 1750 and 1760 the 

governor wrote several reports regarding overdue ma,ntenance work and repair work on the damage caused 

by two heavy earthquakes. There were insufficient means to ma1ntam the fort as a good defensible structure. 

Forts of both the EIC and VOC were pnmarily fortified trade posts that could wa rd off attacks from the 

local people but were completely useless agamst attacks from European troops. Great Bntain and France 
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Forts of both the EIC and VOC were pnmarily fort1fied trade posts that could ward off attacks from the 

local people but were completely useless agamst attacks from European troops. Great Bntatn and France 

we·e engaged in several wars to gain the upper hand 1n Europe The Seven Year War (1756 1763) was 

conducted not only n Europe but also n the1r respective colonies 1n Africa Amenca and Asia. On Apr· 1 

1760. two French warships appeared in front of Fort Martborough under the command of Comte Charles 

Henri d'Estaing The s.ck Bntish people surrendered Without a fight and were mpnsoned within the fort. 

Soon. the French were also stri cken by the same d1sease. The number of deatrs rose so swiftly. prompting 

d'Estaing's decision to demolish Fort Marlborough a few months later and abandon it Th rough the peace 

agreement of Paris in 1763, the fort was officially returned to the British. 

The CIC earned their lessons from t he recent events The fort was repaired and lodgmgs were built for the 

sold1ers of a much bigger garrison. In 1782 the ammunition storehouse was struck by lightning and the 

explosion created severe damage to the fort and the bu ldings n the vicin ty. In the following years. not 

only was the damage repaired but the fort was also strengthened by establishtng a rave n in front of the 

main gate and a glaCIS around the fort 
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During the British interim-period in 1811-1816. Thomas Stamford Raffles became lieutenant governor of 

java Following the return of the colonies to the Dutch in 1816, he was forced to accept the post of governor 

of Bengkulu. In 1824 the Netherlands and England stgned the London Treaty which stipulated that t he 

British relinquished their colontes in Sumatra and obtained Malacca 1n exchange for Dutch colonies in 

Malaysia Raffles. who could never fully digest the return of java to the Dutch. obtained a new opportunity: 

he began establishing Smgapore. 

Fort Marlborough remained utilized by the Netherlands In dies Army (KN IL) until 1914. and afterwards 

became a po lice ba rrack. During the japanese occupation , the fo rt was utilized as the internal camp for 

women and children (1942-1943). The Dutch occupied Fort Marlborough in 1945 and in 1949 they handed 

over the fort to the lndonestan milit ary police. Their departure comcided with the restoration of the fort in 

1977-1984; the fort has since become a museum. 

At present Fort Marlborough has already become a popular tourist destination 1n Bengkulu Several 

80 build ings inside the fort have been turned into offices but as a whole the fort is open to the public. The 

surrounding environment has developed in the meantime On fort's town side, a thriving commercial area 

has emerged . whi le on the sea side there is a touri st area w ith several shop-t ent s owned by local people. 
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Fort Surosowan 
Banten, 1570-1580 

The Fury of A Thunderous Marshal 

Bordering }ol<orto, the province of Bonten possesses severo/ historical remains 

which still exist until today. Those historical remains tell of the Ban ten 

Sultanate 's glory of several centuries past. In the post, Banten was a small 
but busy and prosperous harbor town. In the fi f th century. it belonged to the 

Kingdom of Tarumanagara. and further developed into a harbor city that was 

frequently visited by trade ships from foreign countries. 

The Portuguese and English were the fi rs t Europeans who built a lodge in Banten followed by t he Dut ch. 

represented by the Dutch East Indies Company (VOC) who built Fort SpeelwiJk to protect their mterest s. 

since the area had always been ripe for compelltion over its t rade activi t ies. Before the VDC built Fort 

Speelwijk. there was already Su rosowan Roya l Palace which was encircled by a fort. 

Surosowan was the palace of t he Sul t an of Banten. wh1ch had developed Into t he most important harbor 

city 1n West java 1n t he 16 h centu ry It is sa1d that t he royal palace was constructed by Sultan Ma ul ana 

Hasanuddin (1552 1570) and his successor Sul tan Maulana Yusuf (1570-1580) 
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Following the great fires in 1605 and 1607. the royal palace was completely rebu ilt on the same location. 

Surosowan is encrrcled by 2-meter high and 5-meter t hick bnck walls The area insrde the walls measures 

300 x 100 meters with a t otal area of around 3 hectares. Init ially, the walls were only to prevent commoners 

from seeing the palace inhabitants, and nor as a protection against attacks. 

Du ring the wa r against his father. Sultan Agu ng. Sul tan HadJi (1671-1690) fo rtified t he roya l palace . He was 

besieged within the palace during the civil war. but was released upon t he arriva l of Du tch sold iers. The 

support of the VDC to Sultan Hadjr dunng the civrl war eventually led to Banten becom rng subordinated to 

Batavia After the civil war. damages to the royal palace were repa ired. The Dutch stone mason Cardeel. 

who look the name of Pangeran Wira Goena after convert ing to Islam . built in a new wall in 1680 1681 with 

bastrons at the four corners and ravelins 1n the central and south walls. The Dutch renamed the fort.fied 

royal palace Fort Diamant 
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In the 18'11 century. the bu ldings ins1de the royal palace were expanded several times In 1701. Sultan Zainul 

Ab1din installed water p1pes between the pools of h1s country house at Tas,< Ard and the palace. The water 

ran first through a filter structure and then flowed througr a bnck aqueduct with lead pipes to the sultan's 

baths. At present what remain of the pools where the Sultan and his w·ves used to take their baths are 

only the foundations. a small wind ng stone sta1rcase and water pipes for the supply and discharge of 

excessive water. 
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Governor General Daendels (1808-1811) planned to establish a marine port at Meeuwenbaai (Teluk 

Peucang) He ordered the Sultan to provide laborers for the groundwork. The location. however. was 

extremely unhealthy killing a great number of workers and causing many others to run away. Marshal 

Daendels considered the delay n construction as an act of oppos,tiOn and warned the su tan that the 

royal administrator should be personally responsible for the execution of his orders Daendels dispatched 

two emissaries to the sultan with the demand to deliver the responsible administ rator. the datly supply 

of 1.000 coolies and to move the royal palace to Anyer whe re a fort was being built The Su ltan consented 

to the first two demands Jut refused to obey the third, since it was against the tradition and was not 

ment toned tn the allreement. The emissaries and thetr escorts were murdered at the orders of the roya l 

administrator. With 1 ODD men. Daendels immediately stormed Fort Diamant wh ich was defended by 

3 000 men. most of whom ran away feanng the thundering marshal. The royal palace was then conquered 

and the Sultan taken as prisoner. The royal administrator was eventually executed. the Sultan deposed 

and exiled to Ambon. and Banten was declared a Dutch territory As punishment for the murder of the 

emissaries Fort Diamant was demolished. an act that only took place in 1832 as the people refused to 

88 demoltsh the symbol of thetr rulers. 
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Banten then "vanished from the annals of history. In 1893. the curator of the ethnographic collection at 

the Batavia Museum. Serrurier obtained a map made by a resident of Banten dep1ct•ng the remnants of 

the city. Between 1915 and 1930. the Archaeologica' Office restored the ruins The Indonesian government 

continued the restoration work and research activ·ties In the 1970s and 198Cs, bog scale archaeolog•cal 

excavat ons were conducted. and the findongs were exh bi ted in the Banten held museum wh1ch was 

offic1ally inaugurated in 1985. 

The fort is a rectangu lar structure with an arrow bastion in each corner. Its wall IS double- layered the 

outer wall 1s made of 1 5 m th1ck coral stones. while the inner wall is made of red bricks 60 em thick. 

The main arched entrance door. located in the north. is made of layered br·cks The wall is presently stil l 

standin~ but the buildings within the 'art have disappeared There are presently only foundations of the 

vanished buildings. ponds and squares. The principal ruon is a oarge rectangular square with remnants 

of room partitions and a b•g arched sta rway Small paths connect the build1ngs inside the fort Besides 

remnants of building~. there are also remnants of three ponds one •s filled with greenish water covered by 

algae and moss, one is known by the name of Bale Kamban~ Rara Oenok (Rara Oenok float ing pav1l1on) and 91 

one is a bath in~; pond with a fountain named Pancuran Mas (The Golden Fountain). The water of the three 

ponds originates from a wei and from Tasik Ardi (Lake Ardi) located about 2 km from the fort Presently 

we can still see remnants of the water ducts running from Lake Ardi to the fort All the buo dings and ponds 

in the fort are made ot layered bricks. 
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Fort Speelwijl< 
Banten, 1584 

Fort as Treaty Seal 

Banten was formerly a very bustling harbor with an open and prosperous society. 

In the fifth century, the harbor city belonged to the Kingdom of Tarumanagaro -

a huge empire that flourished and developed during the fourth to sixth centuries, 
controlling almost all of present-day West java. 

In ttme. Banten became part of the Sunda Kingdom until 1552. when Maulana Hasanudin founded the 

Banten Sultanate which continued to prosper and develop. making its harbor the biggest 1n South East 

Asia As reported by). de Barros. at the time Banten was located in the center of a bay with a clear water 

river that was navigable for Chmese boats and galleys. 

For many years Banten became the most formidable competitor for Batav•a. It was an mportant harbor 

town where European and Asian merchants bought pepper. The VOC tried to outplay tts competitors 

through a blockade. 

In 1682 the Dutch had a unique opportunity to outplay Banten The ruling Su ltan. Abdul Kahar Abun Na7ar. 

also known as Su ltan Hadjt. requested their assis tance in the fight against his father and nval Sultan Ageng 

Ttrtayasa Accordingly, the VOC dispatched sold ers and the c1vil war took a deciSIVe development. favoring 
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Sultan HadJi The ass stance. however came at a pnce. On April17 1684 the su tan s1gned the treaty wh1rh 

accorded the VOC the sole r'ght to trade in the kingdom of Banten 

To ensure that the treaty was obeyed. the High Government in Barav1a decided to build a fort . The 

rudimentary elements were already there. in 1682 a group of sailors under the command of Rombout van 

Hoogstraten occupied a bast1on in the sea wa I of Ban ten and ca lled t Fort "SpeelwiJk ". after the Governor 

General Corne lis jansz Spee man (1681-1684 ). Surveyor Ewout Verhagen incorporated the existmg structures 

into h1s design of the new fort: Speelwijk became the north bastion and the Banten sea wall served as the 

connect1on with the new northeast bastion Zeewijk. The southwest bastion was g1ven the name Riverpomt 

or High Tide Bastion. On the four t h corner was a half bastion named Rottenest and re named N1euwpunt 

after being restored. From this bastion it was possible to flre at the Sultan's palace. 01arr1ant. 

On its three sides. the fort was encircled by a ditch while on the south side a small piece of land separated 

it from Banten River. 

The construction began in 1685 w1th the erect1on of a wooden pal isade. The land was then piled up w1th 

sand and rubble from the destroyed town of Banten. Construct1on of the encircling wall was g1ven h1gh 

priority. In the 1nner area. temporary bamboo structures were erected. and after the wall was fin 1shed. the 

structures were replaced by stone buildings. Within the fort there were watch-posts. storages. barracks. 

workshops. commander's dwelling and a church. Bastion Speelwijk served as a "l<at" (a raised tortiilcat1on) 

Below this bastion was an ammunition room while upon the ··l<ai" a pav1llon was erected. a place where the 

commander and his guests could spend e sure t1me. There were three entrance gates in the fort: the Land 

gate at the rivers ide. the Water gate and the small commander's gate in the sea wall. The construction of 

Fort Speelw1jk was completed in 1686. The armament comprised 48 cannons 

In the 18' century some improvements were made. such as the construct1on of ammun1t1on cellars rn the 

Nieuwpunt and the R,vierpunt, and the afore-ment1oned new bridges Due to the impending European war 

the ditches were further excavated in 17S6. and in fran• of the Land gate (Landpoort). two half-walls were 

erected Further repairs were made to the hospital. and the old barracks were rep.aced 
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Because the fo rt was located on the coast and potable water was in short supply, the soldiers suffered from 

tropical diseases such as malaria. Governor General Herman Daendels (1808-1811) planned l o demolish the 

decaymg and unhealthy fort; however, his plans were overtaken by t he clash that erupted between him 

and the sultan which resulted 1n Banten being directly subjugat ed under Dutch authority in 1810 (see Fort 

Surosowon) 

The fort had lost its purpose. In 1809 a Dutch inf antry unit still occupied it. The following year the name 

Speelwijk was mentioned for the last t ime and the abandoned fort slipped into decay. 

In 1911, Governor General A.W.F. van ldenburg made a v tsit to Banten and he ordered the remams of the 

fort and the European cemetery to be cleaned up and maintained . As a resu lt. Fort Speelwijk became the 

first protected monument or cu ltural heritage property in the Netherland lnd tes. The law on monuments 

(cultural heritage properties), or the Monumenten Ordonnontie, was enacted in 1931. 
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The fo rt is an irregular square structure with a bastion in each of its four flan ks. Each of the four bastions 

has different shapes and measurement s. The south east bastion has the shape of an arrow. while the 

other three bastions have irregular shapes. Each bastion has embrasures and battery platforms. The fort 

wall is made of layered bricks, natural stones and corals shaped into beams 1.5- 6 m high and 0 6 1. 5 m 

thick ln1 tially there were 3 entrance doors in the north, west and east sides. Curren tly. the east en t rance 

door has been blocked by bri cks. The biggest entrance door is 1n the north with an arched gate. There were 

also watchtowers. but at present there remains only one in the North West bastion. It is a 2.5 m spy tower 

w1th a diameter of 1.1 m and 5 triangu lar shoot ing holes. There were formerl y quite a number of additional 

buildings servmg as armor storage, dwellings, trade office and storages. At present only thei r foundations 

rema1n. 

The fort is located about 1 kilometer from the coast edge. and one of its sides borders the small Banten 

R1ver which in the past was nav1gable for small local boats (perohu). The other sides are bordered by an 

enc1rcling d1tch that is connected to the nver Around the fort are dwellings and fishponds owned by local 

people 
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Fort Vredeburg & Vastenburg 
Yogyakarta , 1760 and Solo, 1779 

Twin Forts: Vredeburg and 
Vastenburg 

Fort Vostenburg and Fort Vredeburg ore twin forts in two separate respective 
locations. The frrst is located at jendera/ Sudirman Street. in the city of 

Suraf<arto and the second one at Malioboro Street. in the city of Yogyaf<arto. 
Both forts originate from simi/or historical backgrounds and their shapes as well 
as measurements ore almost identical. 

In the begmning. the m11itary and civilian European communi t ies lived inside the forts It was only in the 

second harf of the 18"' century that the residents of Surakarta and Vogyakarta started to live outs1de the 

forts then at the end of the 18'" century both forts became fu ll m ili tary compounds. For decades their 

beaut1fu architecture was hidden behmd the1r closed- to-the public functions . A brref observation f rom 

the outside shows high and elongated walls that appear quite sinis ter and neglected Most people are just 

superfiCially acquamted . regarding them as Insignificant parts of therr cities rurthermore the walls of both 

Company fort compounds are smaller and less imposing than t hose of the respective royal palaces which 

are. no doubt. much more looked after 

In the city maps of Surakarta and Yogyakarta from the 1950's. both structure~ were just noted as ' forts'. 

Their attractiveness and historical va lue only came t o the foreground when they were stripped of their 

mil itary fu nct ions and were altered to accommoda te more publrc funct1ons . In line with the people 's growing 
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1nterest 1n colon1al buildings and structures, Fort Vastenburg and Fort Vredeburg have been recogniled as .:> tl l 

historical assets that certamly need to be preserved. It was, however. from this point on that both forts 

began to embark on their respective di fferent passages of dest iny. 

MATARAM KINGDOM DIVIDED, FORTS APPEARED 

The birt h of the tw n forts or,ginated dur ng the cris,s that befe I the K'ngdom o• Mataram in the m1ddle 

of the 18 century Follow1ng the riots that were ignited by the Chinese uprising in 1743. Mataram 

relinquished more of 1ts power over the north coast to the VOC 1t was the price wh1ch Paku Buwono II 

had to pay for the protection provided by the VOC during the conf.1ct The Giyanti Treaty 1n 1755 marked 

the increase of the VOC's influence with1n the pol t cal and trade realms of java which at the same time 

started the diVISIOn of Mataram into separate areas ru'ed by the monarch or Sunan of Surakarta and the 

Yogyakarta Sultanate rol'owing the Sa at1ga Agreement of 1757. the Kadipaten o• Mangkunegara was 

established: an apportioned area within Surakarta ruled by an ad1pati a sovere1gn. who is subjugated to 

the monarch of Surakarta. 



By the mid 18'" century. the VOC s strateg1c defense around Mataram was placed along the north coast of java 

(Semarang, Pekalongan. Tegal. )epara Rem ban~ and Surabaya) and along the road leading to Mataram s center 

point (Salat1ga) In the newly established terr tones of Surakarta (1 745) and Yogyakarta (1756). the VOC then 

mmed1ately bu1lt temporary wooden forts which became the beg1nntngs of European settlements 1n both cit1es 

As a consequence of the agreements made between the indrgenous royalties and the VOC. permanent VOC forts 

had to be built at the expense of the Sunan a no ;:he Sultan near their respect1ve royal palaces 

VASTENBURG 
A smal fort, named Grootmoedigheid (GenerOSity) was bu It in SuraKarta during the rule of Governor 

General Baron Von Imhoff (in otflce 1743 ·1750) shortly after Pakubuwono II (ruling 1726·1749) moved from 

Kar.asura to his new royal palace 1n Surakarta in 1746 Van Imhoff was qu•te eager ;:o bu1ld small forts along 

the trade road that ran from the center of Mataram to the port of Semarang Plans for a more permanent 

fort may well have been made not long after the Giyanti Treaty was si~ned in 17!:>5 In 1775 1t was reported 

that the outer part of the fort .n Sural<arta had been completed, and cannons were even prov1ded by Sunan 

Pakubuwono Ill (ruling 1749-1788). 103 
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The VOC fort in Surakarta was finally declared complete in 1779 and could be uti ized 1n 1780 The forl was 

named Vastenburg {stead fast. durable) . Fol ow1ng the reorganilat1on of the Dutch Indies Army after the 

Diponegoro War {1825-1830) Fort Vas ten burg was 1m proved in 1832 the year "1832" can be seen near the 

north entrance door This restored and enlarged fort stood until the end of the 20· century 
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VREDEBURG 

The des1gn of a VOC fort in Yo~yakarta already appeared in 1756 and most prooably certa in preparatory 

work was also conducted 1n the same year. However. it was only in 1765 that Sultan Hamengku Buwono 

I (re1gmng 1749 1797) showed earnest Interest ·n build ing a permanent VOC fort near his royal palace -

that was after the VOC had urged him several t1mes to do so. Un l1ke the building of the fort in Surakanta, 

the construction of the fort n Yogyakarta was rather slow One ol the reasons was because the large 

scale construction of the royal pcJiace. including that of the huge Taman 5ari Water Cast le, had demanded 

considerable attent ion manpower and tunds of the Su ltanate The Sultan was also not too happy With 

the prospect of 500 sold1ers to be stationed near hiS palace - atlea~l dunng h1s reign . The fort was flnally 

declared complete 1n 1790 and namPd Rustenburg (Cast 'e of Rest) 

The change of name to Vredeburg (Castle of Peace) may well have been meant :o underl ne the peaceful 

Situation that preva1led after thP Diponegoro War toget her wi~ h t he reorgan zallons conducted among the 

Dutch Indies Army in the 1830 s Following severe damage caused oy <H' earthquake in 1867. major repairs 

on the fort were undertaken 107 
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A QUADRANGULAR FORT WITH FOUR BASTIONS 

For. Vreoeburg was bUilt based on des1gns by em_:1neer Frar1s Haak (1756) . Both Vastenburg and Vredeburg 

measure about 170 meters each, from one bastion to the other Considermg t~e1r 1dent1cal shapes and 

measurements ~or;: Vaqenburg may well have been bu1lt base1 on ~rr sane des1gn drawings of Fo·t 

Vredeburg. The quadrangular forts each nave four arrowhead bast ons. this type of fort was developed 

1n Europe durmg the 'b century and was the most simple and ci'Jeap k1nd of fo·t but not too reliable 1 

wartime compared to pentagona or polygonal type of forts wh1ch were morr solid 1n facing enemy attacKs. 

These twm forts tould also be ca lled similar but not quite the ~ame as <J number of d fferences appear. 

such as the different geographic factors differen~ tastes of their respective bJilders. d1fferent bu. ding 

techniques used and d1fterent mil tary managements Both forts are located in the north s1de of tile north 

public square at the east axis of the royal palace Their rrlclrl gates both face VIlest and eac'l b 1mmed1ately 

connected to the main roads. Both forts are each enmcled by a 4 60 meter d1trh and provided with a 

drawbndge to conaol ~he com ngs and goings to ar1d from the forts 
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The site of Fort Vredeburg is bigger than that of rorr Vastenburg- the ecJst·west distance is equal. about 

360 meters. but the north south d1stance is somewhat d1frerent tIS 215 meters for Vastenburl:l clnd 2:30 

me•ers for Vredetwrg 

Next to the mam gate :n t~·e west side there is a secondary door 1n the east. and a third door in the north 

in the des1gn drawmg from 1756. t he th1rd door of Fort Vredebur~ is in the south 

The outer wal is 4.5 meters h1gh and appears not too convmc1ng for a defense fort At the advent of 

lndones1a·s mdepenoence the twin forts 1n tre two Cites played a more polit1cal dip1omat1c role rather 

than a m1litary one f'<evertheless both forts were buil;: in accordance w1th the pr nCiples of military 

compounds. complete w1th the necessclry facilities such as offices dwel ngs storage. CE'remonial squares 

communa kitchens hosp1tals. ammunition stores. cannons and prisons 

. I 
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Dunng the army's reorganization 1n 1832 the facilities at Fort Vastenburg were mcreased Several new 

buildings were also bu1 lt in 1949-1950. An observation made in 1987 showed that the dwellin~s of the 

commander and officers were placed outside the fort. along the west side facing jenderal Sudirman Strept. 

The dwellings of the soldiers remaired insrde and also outside the fort along the east side Bachelor soldrers 

were separated from marned ones The amr1un lion store was located near the bastion corner north of the 

mam door The prison was located near the bast1on corner south of the main door The communal kitchen 

was mside the fort along the east side 1n the north complete with a chimney. Outside the fort 1n the north 

was the office of the army's engineering department 

The facilities in Fort Vredeburg are more or less the same w1th those of Fort Vastenbur~; the1r localtons 

and architecture however, are relatively different. Notes from 1937 show that the officers' dwellmgs were 

located in the west side faCing Malioboro Street- regretfu lly those houses were demolished when the fort 

was g1ven a new function as the Museum Perjuangan (Museum of Struggle) at the end of the 1980 s and 

also on the east side in the north The sold1er dormitories were scattered 1nsrde the fort and an attempt had 
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been made to separate the bachelors from the married soldiers. The commander's house was located right 

on the east-west axis in the east side within the fort. The ammunition store W3S hidden and located near 

the bastion corner south of the east gate. What is interesting is that in 1918 the drinking water network 

system that had been used inside the fort had been expanded to also serve the people in the Kotabaru 

settlement. 

CHANGE OF FORT FUNCTION 
In 1980 Fort Vredeburg fina lly ended its military role and became the Center of lnfJrmation and Development 

of Nusantara Culture. Sultan Hamengku Buwono IX (reign 1940-1988) as owner of Fort Vredeburg agreed 

to the change of function. On the advice of an Indonesian historian, a large scale preservation program 

was conducted and the fort was changed into the National Museum of Struggle - inaugurated in 1987. 

Most of the buildmgs inside the f ort and some outside the fort (especia lly those on the east side) were 

still preserved and used by the general public. In 1992 it was fi nally stipulated as Vredeburg Fort Museum, 

a popular site for domestic and foreign tourists, including school children and students. The visitors are 

greeted by statues of two h1ghly-honored soldiers in the history of Indonesia's Independence: General 113 

Sudirman and General Oerip Soemohardjo (near the ma in gate inside t he fort). 

It had been quite a different passage of t ime for Fort Vastenburg. being fully owned by the Armed Forces. 

A land swap deal at the end of 1980's was unavoidable, because of the fort's highly strategic location 

in the city center. A sound proposa l had once been put forward by Prof. Eko Budihardjo and Prof. Sidharta, 

combining the fort's commercial and soc1almterests. However, the proposal was not attractive enough for 

the private sector. Then two proposals of hotel construction w ithin the fort were made at two different 

time frames: both were unsuccessful. and could not obtain the approval f rom the central government. 

In the ensuing development. the la rge site was divided by the new owner. Except for the fort itself and 

one house in the south outer side. all bu ildings inside and outs ide the fort were gradually demolished and 

noth ing could be done to prevent it. A private bank office now occupies the empty plot in the west side. 

Occasional art happenings are conducted on the open fie ld inside the fort , but besides that, only wild grass 

and shrubs thrive. At present. Fort Vastenburg is still await ing what change of function it will be accorded, 

having been vacated for more than 20 years. The fort is destroyed. not by war but because of conservation 

mismanagement that has fa iled to accommodate the inevitable change. 
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Fort Willem 2 
Ungaran. 1755 -1757 

Fort as Health Resort 

Fort Willem II is loco ted in the town of Ungoron. It has a relatively easy 

accessibility and con be reached by board1ng public transport from the bus 

terminal in Semarong heading to Ambarowo-Salatiga Solo-Yogyal<arta: one con 

alight right in front of the fort Surrounding the fort 1s a mixed area of dwellings. 

trade buildings. pnvate offices and government offices ixed area of dwellings, 
trade buildings. pnvate offices and government of{lces. 

The structure of f art Willem II ~ square with bast1ons 1n each of its corners On closer observat1on tne 

fort resembles a v~mdmill witt• each arrow-shaped bastion •acing four different d1rect1ons -he walls have 

a he1ght varv·n~ betweer. 4 m to 5 m. w1th a t:~ickness of 80 em. T:~ere a•e two gates ore 0:1 tt:e west 

a1d ore on the east. each IT'E'asuring 2.5 m w1de and 3 5 m hign Tne west gate IS archec With pilaste·s 

and entablatures bearing the year 1786 Stairs are on the west and east Sides of the wall go1ng up to the 

rampart on the upper part of tne fort ana to the second floo· of there a ted ouildmgs The west door is frorr 

wooden planks with a 10 em thickness The parapet of the bastion IS 80 em h1gh and 60 em tl'lick Tne walls 

of rhe fort are made of b rick~ with cement plastenng 
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There are two related buildrngs in Fort Willem II The first is rectangular with a saddleback roof and the 

second IS square w1th a hipped roof Both bUIId,ngs have two stories, the flooring of the first story .s made 

of t iles while the second story has a wooden rloor. The bu1ldmgs have wooden blinds wmdows (krepyok). 

Currently rort Willem l11s not being utilized and has been abandoned. Once a while mterested tourists and 

the local people visit the fort to have a look. Several local art groups use the fo rt as their training site On 

june 3- Ei , 2010, the Fort Ungaran Fest1val was held at the in.tiative of the local cu ltural heritage ~roup. 

Ungaran is loca ted on the slope of a hill along the strategic road between Semarang and Kartasura Ounng 

the Ch,nese upnsing (1741-1743) fierce fighting took place between VOC soldiers and the army tompnsmg 

of Javanese and Ch nese people Learnmg from the upnsing, Governor General Von fTlhoff (1743-1750) 

ordered the building of three smar forts at strategic places in the area. 
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Fort Ungaran wa~ named De Dntmoeting (The Encounter) to commemorate the meeting between Von 

Imhoff and Sultan Pakubuwono II in 1746. It seemed that a temporary fort was flrst built On the gable of 

the current fort's mam 'late the construction year 1786 is engraved The square fo rt has four half bast ions. 

two big gat es and a small one In the inner space are lodgings for the soldiers and the commanders qua rters. 

Smce the for t was designated as a purely military f acility- which was to control the road from the sea to the 

Royal Principalities of Yo'lyakarta and Surakarta- it had no build.ngs to store trade com mod ties 
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When The British landed at Batavia in 1811 and defeated t he Dutch-French army at Meester Cornelis 

(Jatinegara). Governor General )an Wtllem Janssens managed to escape and. after assembling a number 

of escaped soldiers. journeyed through the Great Post Road (De Groote Postweg) to Semarang. The British 

followed him by sea and soon also landed in Semarang Janssens withdrew to the htnterland obta tned 

support from Javanese soldiers and moved in a f ort ification south of Ungaran Fort De Ontmoet mg served 

as his headquarters The British attacked but fai led to achieve a decisive victory because the Javanese 

soldters ran away when the enemy approached Several shots were sti ll fired from the fort in Ungaran 

agarnst the Bntish , but then Janssens left lo Salatiga wtth around len soldiers before the fort was attacked . 

The British general moved into the fort and from there conducted deliberatrons which several days later led 

to the surrender of Governor General Janssens. 
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::allow ng :re return o' java to the Ou:ch 1n 1817 the fort was again occupied There was a garnson of 25 

so diers urder the command of an officer The ·cr:·s Mllitdry purpose van shed completely with t'le ou ldmg 

of the b ~ Fort W llern I in Ambarawa 1n the 1830"s The new fort and the defense lme a1ong Tuntdn~ R1ver 

were des grated ro stop enerrv attacks from the coast ro rre hmterlard 

Fort De Ontrnortmg wa~ given a new desi~rat1on The coasta drea ot java was extremely unnea thy The 

sold1ers of the garnson in Semarang often suffered from all kmds of trop ica d1sease~ With the then­

available rredita ~erv1ce. ir was d1fficu1t to cure the ill , but1t was widely known that staying 1r1 cooler places 

in rhe hmterland provided good resul;:s Be1ng located on a rnounla1<1 1n the middle of forests. Ungar an was 

muc~ cooler and health1er than places alo'lg the coast. 
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In 1840 a number of pat1ents were sent from Semarang to Ungaran to convalesce. The results were 

promising By 1846, only a small garrison was st1ll officially posted in the fort. but a greater part of the fort 

was converted to take care of about 70 sick sold1ers In 1865. the fort was officra y removed from the list 

of forti neat ons and from then on only served as a health and conva escence resort for sick soldiers from 

Semarang. Fort Willem I and Sa1at1ga It is not known whether the fort had been named after the Dutch 

King Willem II (1840-1849) but the fort remained uliliLed as a health resort until1908 



Fort Ungaran was converted to a prison and 1ts pnsoners were released 1n September 1945 In October 

and November. the fort was utilized as the internment camp by the RepubliC of Indonesia to detain 105 

Indo European men and boys They were moved out on November 13 1945 to the camp 1n Fort Willem I in 

Ambardwa 

Fort Wlllern II was then utilized as a polirP nffice At thr hPginn ng of the 21st century, a modern police 

officr. was built oppo~1Le the fort. The fami lies of the pol1cemen remained for some t1me in the old tort. but 

since 2008 the bUI ding has been empty. 
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Fort Vander Wijcl< 
Gombong, 1818 

School of Cadets 

Gombong is a district town located about 77 km from the south coast in Central 
java. Traveling on the South Coast road. either from Purwokerto via J<ebumen 
to Yogyakarta or the other way round, one inevitably posses Gombong which is 
located along the road. Not many people realize, upon passing the smafl town, 

the important role it played during the java War (1826-7830). 

About a kilometer from the town's center towards Sedayu in the north stands the solid octagonal fort tn 

blazing red colors. Its present name is Fort Van der WIJCk. but when it had just been buil t by the Dutch it 

was known as Fort Cochius. 

LOGISTICS STORAGE AND SCHOOL OF CADETS 
Around 1840 . f ollowing the completion of Fort Cochius in Gombong, Bagelen, there were plans to close 

Ked hung Ombo Reservoir. Governor General Rochussen, however doubted the merits of the plan particularly 

as it was part of the preparatory activities to attack the Kingdom of Mataram at Vogyakarta,whose fo rces he 

undermtned. Bleeker mentiOned that in 1846 the fort was still under construction. It was named Fort Cochius 

in honor of Lieutenant General Frans David Coch1us. a commander of the Dutch-Indies armed forces in 1835. 
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On the w all of the fo rt t here is a plaque bearing the fo rt's establishment in 1818. but actually there is no 

ment ion of it tn the archtves. 

Fort Van der W iJck or Fort Cochius was mittally ut ilized as a m ilit ary storage for t he Dutch soldiers engaged 

in the Diponegoro War (1825 1830). In 1856 Fort Cochius was turned into a Pupillen School (school for 

mtli t ary cadets) fo r European youths born in the Du tch East lndtes One of several const ruction projects by 

Dutch army engineers. the daily number of laborers who toiled in the construction was 1.400. consist ing of 

1.200 from t he Bagelen Restdency and the rest from t he Banyumas Restdency. The laborers were guarded 

by demongs (local dist ri ct heads) appointed by the respective residents The laborers w ere each paid 15 

cents per day. while each supervis ing demong received 1 gui lder a day The necessary building mat erials 

such as lime and wood were taken f rom around the Bagelen Residency. most of t hem from the Banyumas 

Res1dency The brick was JTtost probably produced from local clay 111 field kilns on locat1on 

LIEUTENANT GENERAL FRANS DAVID COCHIUS 

F D. Cochius was an expert in fortification . He designed the prototype of battlefield fortification strategy [Benteng Stelsel]. The 
fort was built in high terrain. a square building matching coconut tree height of about 7-8 feet Cannons were installed in the one of 
diagonal corners of the fort. with two cannons in each corner. 

F.D Cochius was born on the 3rd of December 1787 in Val burg to parents Gerrit jan Casparus Cochius and Anna Oibbets. Cochtus served 
as a captain in the French mili tary bet ween the years 1811-1814 and in December 1814 was assigned as Captain in Netherlands Army 
In May 1822. he was awarded "Ridder I lie klasse of Of ficier in de Mili ta ire Willems-Orde" (MWO). or 3 'd Class Knight 111 the Order of 

William Military forhis services as engineer based in headquarters during the Waterloo Campaign. 

In September 1825 Lieutenant-Colonel F. D. Cochius attacked Jogjakarta. He was the Commander 
of Garrison of 5oerakarta w tth 2 companies of mfantry (Hulptropen from Soemenap and Legion of 
Mangkoenegaran). 1 platoon of cavalry (Huzar). and 12 L1ght Infantry (Dragonder). 

In October 1825. he designed the prototype of temporary battlefield forti fication in Kalidjengking 
His designed would be adapted by Fortification Strategy in the follow1ng java War of1826 1830 . The 
Battlefield Fortification means that the fort did not only have a passive role in the military defense, 
but also an acttve and important role as quarters for offensive operat1ons. military command and 
cont rol and logistic purposes. F.D. Cochius died in llu ize Vredenoord near Rijswijk, Netherlands on 
1'1 of May 1876. 
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During the japanese occupation (1942-1945). Fort Van der Wijck was utilized as the tra ining grounds fo r 

PETA (Pembela Tanah A1r - Defenders of the Fatherland) Army. The soldiers were housed in military 

barracks built in front of the forl while the fort proper was used to store foodstuffs and japanese arms. 

The japanese painted all Dutch writings within the fort black with Lhe objective to erase Dutch influence 

Before the Dutch returned to the town of Gombong in 1947-1949. the fort was used as the command 

quarters of Badan Keamanan Rakyat (BKR- the People's Security Forces) between 1946 1947. It was then 

utilized to accommodate the staff and soldiers of the Bandung Infantry Inspectorate and staff of the 

Bandung Railway Service Accordmg Lo former BKR personnel. they only used the military barracks 'n •rant 

of the fort while the fort was left unoccupied. AL the time of the First Dutch Aggression. Fort Van Der Wijck 

was utilized by the Dutch as their front defense post to face the •orces of the lndones1an Republic who were 

posted east of the Kem1t River. 
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Smce 1984 the fort compound was used by the Indonesian Army stat1oned at Secata A - Sekolah Cal on 

Tamtama (school of cadets) and on December 28, 2000 it was turned into an entertainment park known as 

Taman Ria Benteng VanDer Wijck with a children·s playground 

AN OCTAGONAL FORT 
It is a unique octagonal fort. comprised of two floors with four entrance doors and a main entrance door 

in the south. There are 16 rooms in the first floor. each Interconnected by rows of arched doors forming 

a corndor The second floor comp rises 16 rooms. each with its own roof V1ewed from above the roof 

resembles the segment of a saddleback roo'. 
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The rooms are also interconnected by a corridor Each room has doors and wmdows facing outside The /' 

rooms m the fort have arched ceilings (vaults) wh1ch have a so a structura tunct1on There are 4 stairs 

'arming a c rcular space in each corner of the fort 

The forts ma1n entrance gate faces sou-hwest. being an arched structure with a rrm of brickwork. depicting 

typ1ca1 NeoC lassical archi tecture The whole tort's walls and roof are made of brickwork. as bricks were one 

of the main building materials produced in Gombon'l. even at present. 

Along the road towards the fort there are rows ot buildings that in the past were utiliLed as military 

barracks. They are just simple elongated buildings with saddleback roots and rows of rooms. At present. 

some military barracks have been turned into guest houses and a meeting hall used by the military as we 

as by the public The former military barracks have the shape of typical colonial buildings, w~ th gables at 

each end and f nrals in each connecting part . 
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Fort Will em 1 
Ambarawa, 1883 

Against Foreign Adversaries 

Soon after his arrival in the Indies, Governor General johannes van den Bosch 

(1830-1833) obtained alarming news from Europe. A revolution brake aut in 

Paris in june 1830, producing ostensible aftermaths in other European countries. 

In 7825 The Netherlands and Belgium had been unified by the allied powers into 

one kingdom, creating a strong buffer-state against future French aggression. 

Relations between Catholic industrial Belgium and Protest ant merchants and farmers in the 

Netherlands had long been stra ined; eventually. the less-than cordial relations had now 

deteriorated into a separatist war. The Dutch dispatched an army to the south that was forced 

to withdraw by the arrival of French troops, while Great Britain also acknowledged Belgium's 

independence. Although bellige rent actions between the two nations had ceased, the state of 

war was maintained due to Willem l's obstinacy. The Netherlands only recognized Belgium's 

independencein1839. 

Van den Bosch feared that England would exploit the events occurring in Europe as an excuse 

to launch another invasion of 1811. In hindsight, the apprehension was completely baseless; 

nevertheless, the governor general and the commander of the Royal Engineers. Colonel Van 
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der W1jck. initiated the construction of new fortifications in antici pation of fore1gn adversaries. 

The king approved the expenditures afterwards and provided the necessary funds for the 

construction of the planned fortifications 

Van den Bosch's reasoning was that an enemy could easily land at any po1nt 1n the flat north 

coast of java. Therefore, forts in Batavia. Semarang and the marine port of Surabaya were 

ass gned to keep the invading enemy army as long as poss1ble 1n the hazardous coast. where 

malaria and other tropical diseases would weaken the enemy. The army and the government 

would n the meantime withdraw into the hinterland to a prepared position behmd the Tuntang 

River. with the large Fort Willem, as the center .n the Ambarawa valley and ami itary pos1t1on in 

Banyu Biru . The forts in l he east (Ngawi) and west (Gombong) were to prevent the enemy from 

makmg a turning movement and attack·ng from behind the defense line -he only port in the 

south coast . Cilacap was reinforced The enemy would have to choose between remaming in the 

hazardous coastal area or attack lhe forts one by one. from whence the Dutch Ind ies army could 

conduct the necessary counter attacks 
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The construction of Fort Willem I started in 1833 w1th the establ ishment of a complete vi llage 

with dwellings. m1litary camps and workshops for the 4,500 people Involved in buildmg the 

fort Among them were m litary personnel (engmeers and guards), technicians and conVICts The 

biggest group was 3.000 Javanese coolies who had to do unpaid work for the government for 

several mon ths 

Buildmg the enormous fort required elaborate log1stics Certain building materials such as bricks 

and roof tiles were made in Situ. but lime and wood had to be transported by carr1age along 

great distances. There was a great shortage of experienced builders, but s1nce the construction 

took qu1te a long time, it was poss,ble to train people on the building site. Except for occas1onal 

delays caused by fires and 1mped1ments in the delivery of bui lding materials. there were no 

maJor setbacks during the construction In 1844 the flrst batch of rni11tary personnel (Infantry, 

cavalry and artillery) were able to inhabit their barracks but it required another s.x years before 

ali the act1vi t1es could be dccompllshed. 
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In the design, insufficient considerations were made pertaining to the tropical climate The 

upper floors in the barracks were too low. causing insufficient natural air circulation and high 

temperatures. Worse conditions were in the hospital . which was moved a few years later the 

camp outside the fort . 

After 1850, the field army's role became more important in the defense of java at the cost of 

the forts. Part of Willem I was converted into a military prison. Earthquakes in 1865 and 1872 

damaged the fort. There were no fatalities but the army commander decided to empty the 

dwelling spaces in the upper floors; the barracks and room s on the ground floor were sti ll in use 

The soldiers moved to the camp outside the fort 

Ambarawa Valley is surrounded by mountains. In 1830 a cannon shot from the hills could not 

reach the fort . In the second half of the nineteenth century, this became possible because of 

improvements in the cannons and ammunitions. Hence. at the end of the century the fort was 

136 no longer included as a fortification structure . The ditches were filled and the walls were leveled. 

The camp remained in use. 
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After 1850 the field army's role became more important in the defense of java at the cost of the 

forts . Part of Willem I was fitted up as a military prison Earthquakes in 1865 and 1872 damaged 

the fort. There were no fatalrt1es but the army commander decided to empty the dwelling spaces 

n the upper floors. the barracks and rooms on the ground floor were st1ll 1n use The sold1ers 

moved to the camp outside the fort 

Ambarawa valley is surrounded by mounta·ns In 1830 a cannon cannot shoot from the hill to 

reach the fort In the second half o& the nineteenth century, 1~ became possible to shoot 

the fort because of improvements in the cannons and ammumt1ons Hence at the end of the 

century the fort was no more tncluded as a fortification structure The ditches were filled up and 

the walls were leveled The camp rematned 1n use. 

Fort Ambarawa became notonous because of events in 1942-1g45 The japanese used the fort as 

a place to detain political suspects and conv1cts from all groups of nhdbltants. An unimaginable 

stnct and cruel reg1me ruled . causing the death of 150 I rom the 1.000 detatnees The camps 

·~, 
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of Ambarawa and Banyu Biru were since December 1942 used as prisons for European women 

and children, and since September 1943. boys. sick and old men joined them. The release of camp 

inhabitants by British military resulted in heavy fighting. In October 1945 about 500 European 

men were detained in Fort Willem I by the Indonesian youth army. The British managed to have 

the prisoners released and transported after deliberations but the fort remained in the hands 

of the Indonesian army. The next internment resulted in heavy fights. On November 23. the 

British conquered the fort which was then utilized as the trans1t center for detainees released 

from the camps. Heavy fighting and artillery shootings . however, impeded their transfer. On 

December 14. 1945 the last detainees. under protection of British- Indies soldiers left Ambarawa 

and proceeded to Semarang 

Architecturally. Fort Willem I is a square structure. Its walls comprises rows of rooms with arched 

ceilings interconnected by a veranda. The buildings inside the fort are divided into two groups. 

with the main group consisting of a prison and offices, while the second group comprises four 

watch houses. an ammunition storage and a garage for tanks. In each of the prison's corners 139 

is a watch house; both the watch posts as well as the prison are two-storey buildings. The 

ammunition storage and tank house are each located in both directions of the prison's axis line. 

All buildings in the fort's compound are made of bricks. 

The related structures of Fort Willem I are square with pyramidal roofs. Some buildings are 

rectangular with hipped roofs and flat roofs. The windows and doors have arched lin ings on their 

outer sides and square linings on their inside. The related structures were formerly utilized as 

dwellings for officers. barracks for soldiers and kitchens. 

Currently, part of the fort is utilized as a (military) prison. The other part is occupied. The empty 

buildings have been converted into breeding places for swallows and a collection of edible bird 

nests. The spacious fort offers great potential for re uti lization. 
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Fort Klingl<er 
Cilacap, 191h Cent ury 

The Most Exquisite Ruins 
of Indonesia 

In spite of its interesting shape and relatively easy access, Fort Klingker in the 

Cilacap Regency is nat very well -known. From the bus terminal in Cilacap, one 

travels by city transportation for about 15 minutes to Turtle Bay Beach, then 

continues for about 70 minutes by boat to Karang Tengoh Beach, and finally on 

foot for about 10 minutes through a rather steep path to the fort . . 

There is an enormous difference between the north and sou th coac;ts of java The north coast is flat and 

m1ry where ships can easily anchor at some distance from the coast. w1th many small ports and several 

big ones . The south coast. on the other hand. is dangerous and rocky. with bill waves splashing from the 

Indian Ocean. Sh1ps avoid th1s coast and there are no safe ports. with the except1on of the deep river mouth 

between Cilacap and Nusa Kamban~an Island 

The annals of history pertainmg to forts in this area began w1th an allack by sea pira tes from the Riau 

islands upon hamlets on Nusa Kambangan Hence. in 1814 the Bnt1sh bUill a small fort on the southern tip 

of the island. meant to protect the inhabitants from further pirate plundering The Dutch took over the 

fort from the English 1n 1816 with plans to expand it in 1822. but were ultimately never executed . 
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In 1830 Governor Genera van den Bosch (1830-1833) presented his plan 'or the defense of java against 

European enemies (see text of Fort W1llem I) The army and the colonial government would. after the 

enemy's mvas1on withdraw nto the hinterland of java. where tt·ey would be cut off from the ports at the 

north coast. The on1y available communication w1th the outs1de world would be through the port of Cilacap . 

No blockade along the south coast was possible because of the strong currents, but an enemy warship 

cou d sail unimpeded into the river mouth To prevent th1s from happening. coastal batteries had to be 

built and the best locat1on was on Nusa Kambangan Island. The d1rector of the Royal Engmeers. Colonel 

Vander WIJCk, designed the forte; and 1n 1833 funds were made ava1lable fo r tile wnstruct10n work 

The most Important tort was Karang Bolong located at the southern tip of Nusa l<amba ngan . where the heavy 

cannons protected both the sea as well as the entrance of the channel At this point the coast was so dangerous 

that 1t was imposs1ble for enemies to sail to the fort with its extraordinary shape it had a right angled tower 

which was partially excavated from the rocks by the convicts The spatial division of the tower was identical to 

a Tour Modele. the sta11dard coasta. fortification towers 1n I ranee at the time of Napoleon which were built to 

protect a~;ainst the attacks by the Br tish tleet Th1s was the only ~owe" of ·s k1nd in lndones1a 

11 



An enemy shtp that coulo pass t'lrougn tne Kara:1g Bo ong carr cade 10 spite of tre cannons. would nave o 

sa1itf-lrough the narrow channel to rEach the oort. Hence. on tne ea~t coa~t of N JSa Karroangan the ·ouna 

tower of Fort Kltngker was butt on an Pxter.sion of tne cna:1nel 1 h s type of 'crt was flrst bt. It n 1794 when 

two Br tish war sh tps bombarded a tower fort at Martella 1:1 Corsica DespitE the nEavy bombardmerrt the 

tower rematned undama'led and wa~ only taken over after an Jttack from land T hts expertencE ted the 

Brtttsh to build do7r.n of simtlar tower~ cdlled the Martello tower. a!> proteltlon J~atnst French nvas1ons 

Martello towers were also buil t tn otrer countrtes In the Dutch lndtes besides in Nu!>a Karnbangan they 

were bu1.t on Bidadan und C 1p1r tslands in the flay of jakarta In oror.r to complement tne defense a small 

rort was bUilt on the oppos te ~1de at ( acap The t:1ree fcrts vvere ready tn 1850 

Follo•lvtng t:1e War of java (the Diponegoro War) •n 1825-1830 Banyumas carne t..nder the rule of Batavta. 

Because of the trtroductton of the 'cult vation svstem . the area becurre an mportanr su>;a' manufacturer 

The comrrodtties we•e transported by indigenous sma•l boats (perahu) to (ildcap for further shtpment The 

mcreas ng mili~ary and elOnomic tmpo·tance of thE port et to the build ng of a big rnodPrn fort on Cilacdo ·43 



soil in 1850. Benteng Pendem (1861-1879) equipped with 24 em cannons. became the most protected fort 

in the Dutch Indies that was built m the 19' century The floor plan and const ruction method were 1dent1cal 

to forte; buil t in the same period in Holland However. due to many lives lost in the garrison due to an 

outbreak of malaria. after the opening of the rai lway line 10 1888 the soldiers were t ransported to healthier 

places in the hmterland while a small ~arrison wntrolled the fort In 1882 the forts in Nusa Kamban~Jn 

and lllacap were scratched off the list of forti fica tions The forts in Nusa Kambangan. whid1 had been 

developed into a penitent iary island for detainees and natural reserve. fe ll int o decay 

At th£> outbreak of World War II. Cilacap. which was the only port on java's south coast. became indispensable 

for communication with Australia 

Senten~ Pendem was again utilized and bunkers were built ins1de and outside t he fort. In 1942. the port 

was so heavily bombarded by japanese planes that the inhabitants had to be evacuated The japanese 

rebu1lt the toastal defense in Karang Bolon~ In 194& soldiers of the Indonesian Army (TNI) fired those 

W\ cannons agamst a Dutch warship. The coastal battenes were tdken over by Dutch marines. after being 

heavily bombarded from the sea and from the a1r 
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Currently. a visit to (ilacap and Nusa Kambangan prov1des a unique opportunity to observe the 

comprehensive development of fortiflcat1on construct on 1n the period of 1830 194':> Benteng Pendem 

has been excellently restored and open to the puolic The rums of the three forts in Nusa Kamoangan can 

also be visited. Fort Klingker JS definitely one of the most exquis•te c~nd p1cturesque ruons ore can imagine. 

However. the question i~ how ion~ this will last Decay 1s inev1table. and if no steps are taken . the tower WI 

crumble •n a few year~· time 

Fort Klmgker IS class1hed as a Martello fort It •s a round structure With a d1ameter of about 21.5 m. has an 

outside wall about 2.5 m thick and an inner wall about 1 5 m thick. fhe maon bu•'ding material is red brick 

moxed w1th limestone cement: the dam nating features are the arched wmdows and doors 

In the center of the fort IS a supporting beam Jn the 'arm of tube w1th a 3.5 rn diameter The space inside 

the fort IS d1vided 1nto two rooms 

The inner room is mmed1ately adjacent to the supporting beam . Following the 1nner room IS another room 'tiS 

right on the outer side of the inner room: it has 5 doors that LOnnect the rooms At present there are only 4 

tloors oeft. the doors are about 2.5 m high and 12m wide. the roof Is arched 

The fo rt has two floors with two sta1rcases stand ing s1de by s1de in the west. At present the staircase that 

connects the ftrst and second floors has collapsed. the staorrase leads only to the room in the west ~ide on 

the second floor where only the west Side has a room . The north· facmg fort has an arched door: there are 

two windows in the west wall and small windows above the floor. The room inside the fort IS about 7 meters 

h1gh and tne fort is a:JOut 8 .9 meters high . 

The adjacent benteng pendem (bur1ed fort) has 3 doors one on tf-Je south part or the east s·de one on the 

north part of the east side with 8 stairs, and one door on the rorth part of the west s1de This build ng is 

rectangular and d1v1ded into several rooms w1th the ma1n room being 3 m wide and 7 m long. In the north 

side of the ma1n room are 7 rooms ~hat are connected by an arched door of 1.':> m wide and 2 3 m high 
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The Relation Getween the Changing 
System of Fortification and Staging 
of Dutch Colonization 
With special attention to the period of 1602 and 
1850 

In the pre-colonial Mojopohit. the Javanese capitol cities were not surrounded 
by walls. Even the capitol of Mojopohit did not hove a city wall. The center of 

the Mojopohit Kingdom consisted of a number of leading aristocrat manors, 
each surrounded by brick-wall constructions called kota. The pre-colonial cities 

in the island's mainland functioned as the center of the agrarian hinterland. 

not only in economic terms. From a cultural point of view. these cities were not 

contradictory entities to the hinterland, so they did not need walls to separate 
them from the rest of the kingdom. Generally. town and palace forts at the time 

consisted of cepuri (inner wall), and baluwarti (outer wolf). Forts in the center 

of Javanese kingdoms, be they baluwarti or cepuri. were built to protect only the 
palace and its immediate surroundings. not the whole town. This is evident in 

the towns of Plered and Kortosuro. where the Great Mosque and market were 

located outside the baluwarti town wolf. 

INTRODUCTION 

When Dutch colonials took control of the Javanese trading cities in the middle of the 17th century the center 

of power completely shifted from the south side of the city to the north (for example see the map of 

Semarang) . Th.s change was also a manifestation of the shiftmg role of the city from the center of the 
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hinterland to become "bridgeheads' of the Dutch colonial regime which connected the colony economically 

and militarily with the motherland. In the later stage of the early colonial period, the Dutch VOC placed 

different settlements of foreigners and local communities as a kind of security ring in the surrounding 

areas outside the city wall 

THE FORT SYSTEM IN THE ERA OF TRADING COLONIALISM 
In the early colonial period, the coastal Javanese cities were transformed into "bridgeheads" that connected 

the colonies with the motherland. In this period, the defense system of the Dutch VOC mainly secured its 

monopoly position in spice trading. On one hand . the focus of the military agenda was to secure trading 

routes and to protect the Dutch trading ships, while on the other hand. its goal was to destroy other 

competitors, mainly from England, France. Spain and Portugal The Dutch normally established forts in the 

north side of the existing cities facing the open sea. There was no need for the VOC to control the whole 

city Furthermore, part of the defense system's role was to protect the production area of spices from 

other competitors. In executmg this agenda, the VOC had the full support of the Royal Dutch Navy. 

In 1619, the VOC moved its headquarters from Ternate to Batavia because the ,atter had a better gee­

maritime position to execute the monopoly agenda The older forts 1n the eastern island were mostly 

relocated to more militarily strategic locations or were built next to spice production areas in the islands of 

Ambon, Ternate, Ceram. Banda. Neira Haruku, Saparua, Buru, Kisar andmore. In this area, between 1599 

and 1684 the Dutch developed a defense system of forts cons1sting of more than 30 locations. 

By 1602 the Dutch had been dnven away by the Portuguese from Banten, and from the Moluccas Islands 

in 1605 In 1606. the Dutch claimed the Moluccas as a closed area for other trading nations. The islands of 

Ternate and Ambon became the most Important bases for the Dutch to establish the1r colonial agenda. 

R1ght after taking over military control of the island from the Portuguese, the Dutch estab shed severa 

forts in Ternate: Oranje (1607). Nassau and Willemstad (1609), and Hollandia (1610) Fort Oranje was buill 

on the location of an old local rulers fort and became the headquarters of the VOC's highest authonly 

before j.P.Coen moved it to Batavia in 1619. Fort Hollandia was actually refurbished from an old Portuguese 

fort built in 1540. 
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The rivalry between the Dutch and English conttnued for almost three and a quarter centuries and 

culmtnated tn several open wars The Spanish were defeated 1663 and moved to the Phtltppmes. The 

English were finally defeated around 1684, leading to the deaths of many English people on Ambon Island 

After that, the English changed their strategy and concentrated their territorial claims in the eastern coast 

of Sumatra. Since the middle of 17th century the Dutch were wtthout doubt the most powerful sea power tn 

South East Asia. In fact, tn the same period the Dutch navy was also the most powerful navy tn the world . 

The early Dutch forts ;n Javanese cities were mainly constructed as parts of an integrated defense system 

to support the Dutch trad ng monopoly system. while the cittes were mostly still controlled by local rulers 

Examples of these were the opentng of trading posts (hondelsloge) in Ternate (1605). Surabaya (1617). 

Banten (1682). Ctrebon anj other coastal cities. 

Batavta was an exception because the Dutch, with 17 war shtps under) P.Coen in May 1619 had destroyed 

the exisltng pre-colon tal city of )ayakarta before slarttng to construct not only a fort with tts trad.ng port 

but a whole new ctty In normal cases. the Dutch concentrated more on thetr trading interests and paid 

little interest in the internal situation of the ctttes. 
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In Ternate the Dutch were only interested 'n destroy•ng the1r Spanish competitors in Tidore As Sultan 

Agung was attacking Surabaya during 1624-1625. the VOC took a distant neutral position This d ffered 

from the situatton 1n jayakarta. the Dutch military never attacked the local ruler and did not control the 

city of Surabaya untll1677 as the Mataram Kingdom handed over control of all important Javanese coastal 

cities to the Dutch as compensation for overcoming the rebe!lton of ~runOJOYO A s1m1 ar situat·on was 

the Dutch fort in Tegal. which was built in 1708 although the c1ty of Tegal remained under Mataram's 

control unt1 1743. In most coastal cit.es. the Dutch took contra over the whole city after they became the 

official protectors of the Mataram Kmgdom. In some other cities l1ke Semarang (1687). lndramayu (1681) 

and jepara the royal port of Mataram (1677). the forts were built years after the Dutch officially became the 

protectors of the Javanese rulers . 

Although the Dutch built so many forts in the early coloma I period, the forlifications themselves were not 

the real core of their military power The superiority of Dutch COion.alists in the 17th century was actually 

based on their military supenority in the open sea. The Dutch military system was so strong not because 

152 the forts were spectal. but because they were connected to each other. 

During the second siege of Batavia in 1629 the 80.000 sold1ers of Sultan Agung fired on the town with 

cannons and tried to divert the flow of the f'Ver and po1son its water. The same method was used while 

attacking Surabaya in 1626. The final decision was not made in Batavia. as the Dutch warships organized 

water from elsewhere and attacking the food storage from Sultan Agung in Cirebon and Tegal, burning 

down all the rice granaries, thereby creating hunger among Mataram·s soldiers. 

S1milar evidence occurred during the battle against the Portuguese in Banten 1602. and during the six­

month s.ege of Malacca by the Bug1s under Raja Haji in 1784 The siege ended with the amva of war ships 

sent by the Dutch Kingdom to support the VOC. The arriving Dutch fleet drove away the Bugis, and after 

the death of Raja HaJI the Bugis Withdrew from Malacca 

It •s mportant to underline that. although the Dutch already acted as a protectorate power in Ternate 

during the early years of the1r presence in Moluccas, 1t did not have any mterest 1n develop ing the city's 

economy In this particular penod of colonialism the Dutch concentrated the1r efforts in strengthen.ng 1ts 

monopoly position 1n spice trading by excluding the Portuguese. Spanish and English. This IS the reason 

why their presence in the c Lies had only small impacts on overall city development Until the beginning 

of the 19' century. the character of the Dutch colonialist as a trading power generally remained the same 
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As mentioned before. the colonization of Batavia was an exception. The foundation of Batavia was mainly 

motivated because the location was geopolitically more strategic than Ternate for achieving the monopoly 

position in spice trading. Because of th1s, Batavra was not only chosen as the location of the VOC head 

office but also the headquarters of the Dutch Navy. From th1s City, the VOC organized its wmnmg war 

expedrtions. i e. against the Portuguese in Malacca (1641), agarnst Makassar under Hasanudin (1660), and 

against the British and Malay n jambi (1687). 

In the beginning of 17'' century. Batavia's interest tn the hinterland was only rn relation to its log1stic 

function, particularly in supplying food not only for the inhabitants of the city. but also for the whole crew 

of Dutch trading ships. navy and army forces stationed all over the archipelago. Underlining the importance 

of this issue was the fact that in 1646. one year after the death of Sultan Agung. the Dutch under Governor 

General Van der Lijn and Amangkurat I made an agreement on territorial issues and rice trading Between 

1648 and 1654. the VOC sent R. van Goens five t1mes to vis1t Amangkurat lrn order to secure the supply of 

rice from Mataram (Dttow, W M .. 1954). The agreement allowed the VOC to open tradmg posts tn [irebon, 

Semarang. Tegal and lndramayu with the specific purpose of securing the rice supply from Mataram. 

----- ------------------------------------------------~ 

153 



154 

The VOC's monopoly trade policy created at least two negat1ve impacts for the economy of the region. The 

first was the 1m pact of the low pnce of the Spices. wb1ch were dictated by the Dutch. Because spice farmers 

could not make more profit from selling their products. they lost interest 1n producing :t further Many 

of them switched the1r spice fa rms to food production. The t rend to grow rice and other foodstuff was 

supported through a high price of rice beca use the Dutch VOC also monopolized nee exports from Mataram. 

The second was the permanent nsecur,ty resultmg from wars between the trad ng competitors. which 

also involved I"Tlany local rulers For example. the nhabitants and their local eader were shocked by the 

cruelty of the wars between Ternate and Tidore wh1ch was supported by the Spanish. A number of local 

ind1genous leaders in other parts of Southeast Asia tned to restore peace by forbidding the1r people to 

grow the highly coveted sp1ce plants. Among them. the Sultan of Aceh mstructed the destruction of 

pepper gardens around his palace because his people were spo •. ed by the high sel ng price of pepper and 

neglected to grow foodstuffs, which created an overall food shortage 

THE ERA OF PROTECTORATE 1680s- END OF 18th CENTURY 

The rebe . . on of Trunojoyo 1n the year 1674 marked the beginnmg for the VOC to conduct more intensive 

interventions in the political and m•11tary s1tuarion of the Mataram Kmgdom in java. Whether it was 

intentionally planed or not from th1s t1me on the character of the Dutch VOC as a mar lime-backed trading 

colonialist had begun to change gradually to a territonal land power After successfully es tablishing its 

monopoly in spiCe trading, the Dutch started to acqUire strategic pos;tions w1thin the trade routes from 

the agrarian hinterland to the main Javanese coastal cities of Batav1a Semarang and Surabaya This policy 

was success ful . especially in the peaceful penod after 1682 as the VOC became the st rongest milit ary land 

power in java and the protectors of the Javanese ruler 

Conversely, it is also not easy to diSCern how far the change of the Dutch colonial settlement's character 1n 

this period was intentionally planned. Did the Dutch start to have more interest 'n expanding their trad ng 

w1th the hinterland with the intention of embedd ng the city to 1ts hinterland and strengthen the economic 

base of the City through this way' Or was the change simply incremental. because of the socio economic 

dynam1cs of the city? The author is in the opin,on that. until the end of the VOC (1799) the change was 

driven more by urban economic growth rather than intentionally planned, through an in tens fication of 

the trade between Batavia and other cities included cities in the hinterland which were developed by non­

Dutch traders. especially Chinese immigrants This opin1on is supported by the fact that the overall political 

s'tuat ion at that t1me was not conducive for such trade relations expans1on. 
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The fact is that Amangkurat I of Mataram himself. like his father Su'tan Agung. made several statements 

which show that he dtd not like the expandrng trade relations and tned to reduce them. i e by increasing 

the production of cotton as a substitute or textile import from Holland Thts restricted policy from the 

Javanese rulers against development in coastal cities was the matn reason for the rebellion of Truno)oyo. 

In hts dissertation on the construction of Dutch colonial settlements. Ronald van Oers trred to show that the 

Dutch VOC apparentry tried to deverop Batavia from a simple colonial trading port into a multi-functional 

urban settlement (Von Oers. 2010) One of his 1mportant findtngs s that the development of Dutch colontal 

settlements tn general. not only tn Nusantara. was gutded by an "Ideal Scheme of Ctty" from Simon Stevtn 

Without knowing the role of Stevin's concept 1t is difficult to understand the orrgtns of the morphologtcal 

structure and the social idea of Dutch colonial settlements Joke Batavia But th1s effort to change the 

character of Batavia could not be effective. since the city of Batavia remained economically isolated from 

the hinterland of java and the po .. tical condition was not ready Later developments show that the Dutch 

colon tal regime ailed to develop economic relations wtth the Javanese krngdom In 1ts protectorate era. the 

Dutch concentrated their efforts in establtshtng military superionty 

----------------------------------~ 
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At the end of 17'"century a new type of Dutch fort was constructed m relation w1th the new polit1cal role of 

the VOC as protectors of the Javanese rulers. This new type was first exemplified by the forts Vastenburg 

and Vredeburg in thP cities of Surakarta and Yogyakarta. Both forts were located as Integrated parts of 

the planned city structure Their strategic locations were direct consequences of the Dutch s new position 

as the superior power over 1ts vassal Kmgdoms The main obJeCtive of the Dutch was to admmistrate 

the city 1n an appropriate way as a protector The solut1on was to develop an ind rect governance system 

with the resident as the assistant to the governor general as head of the administration. The assistant 

res1dent had full authority in terms of the internal affa1rs of the Dutch population. Bulm daily functions 

as protector. the assistant resident had to work together with the local administration under the Patih. A 

similar dualistic system of direct and ind1rect governance was also applied to all Dutch coloma I c t1es. even 

in the Stads-Gemeenre era of self government after 1902. The local inhabitants of the urban kampongs 

were not under the Stads Cemeente's auspices but administrated under the local bupati 

~----------------------------------------------------- -------
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As can be seen in the city maps. the locations of the forts Vredeburg and Vastenburg were integrated 

from the start in the spatial structure of the two cities (see maps of Surakarta and Yogyakarta). The basic 

structure of the cities Surakarta and Yogyakarta were actually designed by Hamengku Buwana I himself 

based on the traditional Javanese city conception (see jo Santoso. 2008) In both cities the forts were 

located on the east side of the main road and the res1dence of the assistant resident was located on the 

other side of the main road . The settlements of the Dutch population were located directly behind the fort. 

The locations of the two forts in the front of the Kraton wall (baluwarli) were adequate for the function of 

the Dutch as protector of the Javanese rulers . 

The colonization of Surabaya by the Dutch had a different histoncal process than Batavia. The construction 

of the first Dutch trading port 1n Surabaya was based on agreel"lent between the independent local ruler 

of the city and the VOC long before Surabaya fe I to the hands of Mataram In 1625·1626. during the attack 

of Mataram and the conquest of Surabaya by Sultan Agung. the Dutch took a neutral position. After the 

conquest of Malacca (1641). the Dutch VOC became much stronger and successfully pushed Mataram into 

giving some concess1ons which enabled them to expand their trading activ1t1es 1n the c1ty of Surabaya. But 157 

Fort Belvedere was constructed after Mataram transferred power over the city to the Dutch in 1667 (see 

Asia Major. 1994, p.14. van Oers. 2010. p.67) The VOC's position in Surabaya became absolute after the 

Mataram civil war in 1749-1756 which started With the Chinese rebellion tn Batavta and quickly spread to the 

whole of java. including the capital of Mataram Kertasura . Once again. the VOC appeared as the savior of 

the Mataram king After this c1vil war, the VOC became the strongest military power not only 1n java but n 

the whole of Nusantara. 

The transformation from the protectorate era to the new era can be followed best in the case of Surabaya. 

Based on the 1787 map. Fort Belvedere in Surabaya had an area the s1ze of 400 x 800 square meters or 

around 32 hectares. mcludmg the Dutch settlement. (See Mop 1787 in von Oers. p.66-61 and Asia Major 

1994. p.14) Fort Belvedere was a separate buildmg from the existing indigenous city and was located on 

the west side of Kah Mas. whereas the Arab Chinese and other fore1gn commun ties were located on the 

opposite east side of the river. The fort was constructed to support the development of Surabaya as an 

important international tradmg City and to protect the Dutch settlement With 1ts supporting facilities. 

including church and hospitals. 

---~-----
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One of the impacts of the java war (1825-1830) was that n 1835 Governor General johannes Graaf Van 

den Bosch gave the instructiOn that the c1ties should strengthen their defence system (Asw Major. 1994 

p 16) The decision was a consequence of the experience during the Napoleon War in which the Dutch Navy 

could no longer compete with the Bnti sh Navy, so the Dutc h had to strengthen thei r defense system on 

land. Following Van den Bosch's instructions. Su rabaya started to build a new city wall . with a diameter 

of almost 3000 meters enclosing about 620 hectares of city area. The military core of the city wall was 

the Prins Hendrik citadel whic h was located in the north si de of the city (see map in Asia Major. 7994. p.17). 

The city wall at the time included the Chinese and Arab quarters It was clear by then that the Dutch were 

already aware of the city s ·mportant role m terms of 1ts urban economiC potentials The 20 million gulden 

stronghold of Surabaya was finalized in 1865 Some 6000 military permanent personnel were stationed 

within thiS cit y 
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THE ERA OF EXPANSION TO THE HINTERLAND (1800 - 1870) 

As we know the state of Holland took power over the colony because the VOC was no longer able to manage 

it As an association of trade the VOC lacked vision for which direction the colony should be developed 

From the year 1800 the VOC's colony was officially named as the Nederlandsch lnd ,e (Netherlands Indies). 

and several years after that Holland was annexed by r rance under Napoleon. The first Initiative to reform 

the colony came from Dutch-French Governor General Daendels as he started to build road connections 

between the Cities from Anyer on the west coast of java to Panarukan which was located almost at the east 

end of java. This postweg was 1000 km long and along the road in regular mtervals Daendels established 

horse care centers, where troops could change horses and contmue their journey 

The construction of the postweg was part of his plan to anticipate the British invasion . Because without a 

navy and with an army of only 6.000 men (4.000 of them 1n java), it was impossible for him to defend the 

whole archipelago agamst the much stronger British navy Daendels decided to strengthen the defense 

system in the interior land areas to overcome the weakness on the sea. 

When th1s plan seemed imposs ble to execute. Daendels ordered the construction of a strong fortification 

at Meester Cornel is (latmegara). and increased his army to around 19.000 men. Surabaya became the new 

marine port, with Fort Lodewijk at Gres1k controlling the strait between java and Madura. The construction 

of a fort at Anyer, and the restoration of old VOC forts along the northern coast were completed. While 

the British controlled the sea. the postweg created the possibility for Daendelds to move troops between 

Anyer and Pasuruan 

DE GROTE POSTWEG 
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To pay for his enormous rrilitary and admin strative expenses. Oaendels took over land wh1ch not owned 

by native pnnces and sold it to private persons. mostly Chinese and Europeans. He tned to cultivate the 

land with new kinds of agrarian products and greatly tncreased coffee production. but the Bnttsh blockade 

prevented the exports In 1811 Oaendels was recalled to Europe by Napoleon . 

The more 1mportant concept in restructunng the economy of the colony was initiated by the British 

colonialists during the short period of their rule between 1811 and 1816 The new idea was also based on 

the cultivation of agrarian and for export products Raffles. who took his residence at Buitenzorg, worked 

hard to tmplement the important steps 10 this direct1on. In his relatively short governorshtp. Raffles 

negot1ated peace and undertook some military expeditions against local princes to integrate them mto 

the new economic structure . H1s most tmportant policy was to replace the Dutch forced agriculture system 

with a system of land tenure management. inf'uenced by the wntings of Dirk van Hogendorp {1761 1822). 

a progressive opponent and enemy of the conservative VOC Instead ot requiring labour, Raffles imposed a 

general tax on land as rent because the government now owned the land and payment was in rice or money 
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Raffles made peace w1th Banten 1813. annexed Cirebon in 1815 and secured the position of Batav1a in the 

hinter and of west java He was the one who took the first step to systematically cult1vate the sland of java 

with large scale export oriented plantmg as he established the botanical garden of Bogar In this biolog,cal 

research mst1tution potential plants were collected from all over the world, then selected and studied for 

possibili tieS of cultivatiOn in java. He Introduced further partial self-government by the local rulers. stopped 

the slave trade. tned to reduce the op1um trade by plac1ng strict limi tat ions upon its Importation. and led 

an expedition to rediscover and restore Borobudur and other anc1ent monuments. Local chiefs could no 

longer collect swag but were paid a government salary He 1ntroduced smallpox vaccinations and banned 

gambling houses and cockfights By 1815 the police wou d no longer detain slaves for owners. Creditors 

were forbidden to force their debtors and their fami lies to work as slaves Later on Raffles established the 

city of Smgapore as permanent Br't1sh headquarters in the region after the Bntish returned java to Dutch 

rule 

BENTENGSTELSEL 
As Dutch mrhtary operatrons d d not reach therr objectives in the begrnning of the war. General H.M. de Kock 161 

ordered Colonel F D. Cochius to 1nvent a new mrlitary strategy F .D Cochius came up with a new battlefield 

fortification called bentengstelsel which was 1mplemented in May 1827. In the concept of bentengstelsel. 

forts no longer had a passive role in military defense. but were part of an integrated system that played 

active and important roles as quarters for offensive operations. military command and control and logistic 

purposes. In short. bentengstelsel was a system of forts whrch attempted to be a strategy of simultaneous 

defense and offensive operations. 

Accordrng to F D. Coch1us. the designer of the bentengstelsel prototype. the forts should be bu:lt in high 

terrain. a square bu:~ding made to reach coconut tree he1ght of about 7·8 feet. At first. these were ratrer 

temporary battlefield fortifications: a s'mple building for military defense, effioent in raw matenals for 

the building. and the matenals were available from the surrounding area . The cannons were app11ed in the 

d;agonal corners of the fort Each corner has two cannons This prototype was successfully implemen•ed 

m battlefield areas of Bagelen (near Purwodadi). Banjumas Gowong (near Bruno). Ledok (near Salat1ga). 

Kedu and Yogyakarta. 

In the perrod of May to December 1827 General H.M de Kock established about 30 forts surrounding the 

abovementioned areas This system of forts was developed for defense and l.m1ted the movement of 



Diponegoro. Later. in order to restore the capability to control the overall situat on the Dutch began to 

employ small mobile army units and built a total of more than a hundred small fort'fications where the local 

people could live and conduct their aade activities und sturbed The war ended in 1830 with the capture of 

Diponegoro, and several years after the war, Dutch control over java was definitely restored. 

The java War in 1825 1830 was one of the most fierce wars in the h1story of Dutch colonization. For the 

first time. the colonial government faced a massive social rebellion covering large parts of java· about two 

mlll1on Javanese people were took part in the war. and 2DO ODD Javanese died. On the other hand Dutch 

suffered the loss of 8.DOD European troops and 7 DOD local troops who fought for Dutch. and the war's 

ult1mate cost was about 20 m1 l1on gu1lders The bentengstelsel Sdccessfully restored Dutch authority in 

java and was the prerequiSite for cult1vat1on of the hinterland 

The h1gh military cost after the java war caused the Nederlandsch-lndJes colony deep financ1al problems 

and wtJen Van den Bosch was appointed as the new governor gene·al 1n 1830. he undertook a special 

162 m1ssion to overcome these financial problems Because the cultivation through privat1zation of the land 

management brought strong resistance among the population. Van den Bosch did not see any other 
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alternative than intensifying the cultuurste/sel. The system requ red a portion of agricultural production 

devoted to exportmg crops. Meanwhile. the Dutch Government applied the system of poll-tax on Javanese 

farmers , which could only be paid through delivery of select agranan products. This system of cultuurstelsel 

also regulated the sorts of plants farmers had to grow 

The cultuurstelsel was referred to by the Javanese farmers as Tanam Paksa (· enforced planting"), while 

bringing the Dutch and their Indonesian allies enormous wealth through export growth and income tax 

In the end, it brought the Netherlands back from the brink of bankruptcy and made the Dutch East Indies 

self-sufficient and profitable The economies of the cities Batav1a. Semarang and Surabaya grew very fast 

and significant numbers of their nhabltants, Dutch and otherwise, became nch (Ricklefs MC . 7991) . 

In this era of colonial exploitat1on mtensification the government not only built City walls but also a 

number of new forts. particularly to guarantee the flow of goods from the hinterland and generally to 

protect economic activities like transportation. transact1on and more. 

CONCLUSION 

In the early phase. the strength of the Dutch navy created the possibility of executmg the VOC's monopoly 

agenda But on the other hand, the weakness of the Dutch as a land power limited 1ts influence withm 

the cities The influence of the Dutch colonials n the hmterland of java was very margmal In the era of 

tradmg colonialism, the system of fortification was developed to support the main agenda of the VOC 

in estab 1shing and securing its monopoly cla1m on sp1ce trading In this early stage of colonization, the 

forts were always constructed on the seaside, located in strateg1c locat1ons to control the movements of 

competitors or in cit1es between existing urban settlements and the open sea The fortifications included 

the office of the VOC and its supporting administrat,ve and military facilities, some residences and 

supporting social facilit1es like hospitals. 

The core of the Dutch s defense system strength in this period was not in the quality of any smgle fort but 

in the connection of all these forts to each other and to an integrated defense system, which had direct 

support from the strongest sea power In the entire world at that time. the Royal Dutch Navy The ideal 

examples for Dutch forts in this period were the forts in Ambon. Ternate, Cirebon and the first Dutch forts 

in Semarang and Surabaya 
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As the need for residential facilities grew. the Dutch utilized the available area surrounding the forts. 

From a spat ial structure point of view. the Dutch colonial settlements of this period were non-integrated 

but still an external part of the city. which slowly changed following the growmg influence of Dutch 

presence. Even at the end of this early period of trading colonialism. the center of the power was still in 

the hands of the local rulers, who were located in the south. 

Later on. as the Dutch took control over whole cities. the center of power also shifted from the south to 

the north. In the period of colonization. the VOC did not have to develop economic relaUons between the 

cities and the hinterland In the beginn1ng of 17"' century, the city of Batavia's interest in its hinterland 

was only in re lation to logistic functions. espec1ally in supplying food not only for the inhabitants of the 

city but also for the who le crew of Dutch trading ships and the navy and army fo rces 

The second period of colon izauon started m the last two decades of the 17th century. as the VOC began 

t o develop the1r land military power. The first strong involvement of the Dutch 1n war on land was in 

164 1677, when they supported Amangkurat II in destroymg the rebellion of Trunojoyo. As compensation for 

the restoration of h1s position. Amangkurat II had to accept the sovere1gnty of the Dutch over several 

important coastal cities. 1 e. Surabaya and Semarang. and accepted the pos1t1on of the Mataram as a 

vassal kingdom of the Dutch colonial ists. 

Between the end of the 17t1
' century and the middle of 18'hcentury the Dutch further developed its role 

as protector and incrementally took over internal security functions w1thin the urban settlements. This 

trend was clearly indicated 1n the Dutch forts of Vastenburg and Vredeburg in Surakarta and Vogyaka rta. 

Both forts were built less as a means of securing t he ci ty against attacks from other foreign powers 

outside java and more as a military manifestation of the VOC's superionty as the protector of the 

Javanese kingdoms. 

Accordingly, the locations of Dutch forts in this protectorate era were in tegrated 1nto the spatial 

concept ion of the cities. Other Dutch areas. such as the office of the assistant resident and the residential 

area of Dutch inhabitant s were also parts of the planned city structure But even in the protectorate era 

the Dutch did not make significant interventions. be it in the organization of the agrarian production 

system or in the economic structure of royal cit1es like Yogyakarta and Surakarta 



In the beginning of the 19'" century, the Dutch colon1al government under Daendels started to pay more 

interest in developing a road system which connected the cities with each other. An important fact from 

this period was that the Dutch had lost their superiority on the sea to the Brit sh navy. which took over 

the position of the Dutch navy as the world's strongest power on the sea. The connecting of coastal 

cities through a 1000km postweg was a concept by Daendels to strengthen the Dutch colony's defense 

system aga nst threats from the Bnt1sh. The nfluence of this 1000 km long road on the colonization of the 

hmterland was not significant although Daendels thoroughly inc uded the idea in his initial concept. i.e. 

he was trying to develop the hinterland by encouraging the cultivation of coffee, but the results were very 

poor. The first most important infrastructure for the colonization or java's hinterland was actually started 

by the Bntish m 1811 when implementing new land management by inv1ting the Chinese and Europeans to 

be directly involved in the process of agrarian cultivation. 

A new military defense system to establish Dutch authority in the hinterland was mtroduced and 

implemented by Lieutenant-Governor General Hendrik Merkus de Kock as he orcered Colonel F D. Cochius 

to develop a system of bentengstelsel during the java War in 1825-1830 To ant1c1pate the rebellion of 165 

D1ponegoro de Kock constructed more than 100 small fo rts 1n strategic locations all over the mainland of 

java. These forts were connected by roads to each other and to an integrated military defense and control 

system called bentengstelsel (Brommer 1995. p 13. Pusat Dokumentas1 Ars1tektur 2010. p 42). After the 

java War. the Dutch had the de facto ability to directly control the mainland of java and execute the concept 

of wltuurstelsel. In other words. the bentengstelse/ was the prerequistte of the new system of a more 

intensive colonization of the java hinter and. 

Through the establishment of capitalistic production systems in the agrarian sector in particular and the 

recogni tion of individual property rights in general. the colony's economy was totally restructured and 

became part of the world economic system. Since then, the well-bemg of the whole 1sland and all the cities 

of java became heavily dependent on export-oriented production The whole system collapsed accordingly 

in the world economic cris1s of 1930 which raised cntical questions on the legitimation of colonization once 

again. The battle was no longer decided through different conceptions of fortification. but through socia 

political movements . 
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Fort Otahiya, Otanaha, Ulupahu 
Gorontalo, 16"'1 century 

The Saga of the Three Forts 

Lake Limbata. also known as Bulalo Limboto. is the center of activities for 
the local people, the lake is located in lowlands that are surrounded by hills. 
The province capital city of Gorantalo is only an hour's trove/ eastward of Lake 
Ltmbota. Right between the lake and the city is Dembe village. surrounded 
by high hills and the location of three forts: Otanoha. Ulupahu and Dtahiya 
Together. the three forts are among the province's tourism landmarks Nat only 
replete with historical significance. they also boast of being located in a most 
splendid noturollandscope. 

A fascmat1ng natural landscape immediate y greets the vtsltor s eyes upon standing at the edge 

of Fort Otanaha. The distant hills surrounding Lake Limboto and Oembe v llage offer protection 

and a truly harmonious panorama. 

Lake Ltmboto is mdeed extraordinary It is the largest ake in Gorontalo w·th a surface area of 

around 3 hectares where the following four rivers discharge the1r water: Bone Bolango. Alo. 

Oaenaa and Molalahu North west of the lake are a museum and a quay along the lake's shore 

former1y the and1ng area of Catalina water-planes Those planes were used by Soekarno. the first 
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KINGDOM OF GORONTALO 

It is not easy to perusP the annals of Gorontalo's history. especially pertaining to the kings who 

once reigned Before the VOC's arrival. Gorontalo was a kingdom consisting of five united pohalaa 

(a kind of state) Gorontalo. Llmboto, Bone. Boaleo and Atinggola. with the first two being the most 

s1gn1ficant. Both states were involved in a dispute that was settled 1n 1672 by an agreement known 

in the local language as JOnjia lu duluwa limo to pahalaa. essentially meaning that the two states 

agreed to collaborate with each other. Five years later. the VOC entered the scene and established 

its power 1n Gorontalo 

One of the descendants of the ruling King of Gorontalo came from the Monoarfa fam1ly. Iskandar 

168 Monoarfa. who ruled 1n the 18'" century (1757-1777), was one of the leaders who opposed the 

Dutch. Below 1s a photograph of King Monoarfa. taken 1n 1874 and belonging to the collection of 

Tropenmuseum and KITLV 1n the Netherlands. Regretfully, the complete name of King Monoarfa 

in the photo was not ment1oned From historical studies it is thought that the kmg may be Za1nal 

Abidm Monoarfa (1859-1878). the last Gorontalo kmg dunng the Dutch colon al period 



president of Indonesia , during his the attempt to defend the unitary state in 1950. An interest ing 

fact is that Gorontalo. through its local hero Nani Wartabone, already proclaimed independence 

on january 23'd, 1942 - much earlier than the rest of the country. 

FORTS OF AGREEMENT, DEFENSE AND POWER STRUGGLE 
The historical data pertaining to the three forts is yet to be studied cJrcfu l ly. The stories around 

them come mostly from fo lklore passed along f rom generat ion t o generation. As such. they 

invite a number of different versions. 

Around the 151~ century, the Kingdom of Goront alo was ruled by King llalto. He was blessed with three 

children: daughters Ndoba and Tiliaya, and son Naha. In their youth, , Naha t raveled to neighboring 

countries. while Ndoba and Ti liaya remained in the kingdom. One day, a Portuguese sail ing ship 

dropped anchor in Gorontalo harbor; they had run out of food due to bad weather and attacks by sea 

pirates. The crew appeared before l<ing llato. expressing their hope that t he king would fill up t heir 

provisions. During the meeting, it was agreed t hat t he Portuguese were prepa red to strengthen 169 

Gorontalo's defense and security, while the kingdom would provide them with their necessities. 

In 1525, the Portuguese fu lfilled their promise and bui lt t hree fo rts on the hills around Oembe. 

Afterward. Portuguese captains took advantage of the armies of the two princesses Ndoba 

and Tiliaya when chasing sea pirates who we re ra iding fish ing villages along the coast. Hence, 

Ndoba and Tiliaya demanded the Portuguese leave Gorontalo, and mobilized all their people 

and soldiers. Faced with the fury of Gorontalo's people. t he Portuguese captains and their 

crew immediately left Gorontalo harbor. Ndoba and Til iaya became warriors t hat continued to 

train and prepare their people to fight against f uture enemy attacks and be ready in case war 

broke out. Ndoba and Ti liaya strengthened their naval f orces by appoint ing four sea captains, or 

Ap italau: Lakoro. Lagana. Lakadjo and Djailani. 

Around the end of the 151" century. Naha returned home f rom his travels and discovered t he 

three forts. He married a woman by the name of Ohihiya and had two sons , Paha (Pahu) and 

Li monu. At the t ime a war was being fought against Hemuto, t he leader of migrants who came 

from the north. Naha and Paha were killed in the fight against Hemuto. Li monu too k reve nge on 

the death of his father and brother. 



Naha, Ohihiya, Paha and Limonu took advantage of the three forts by making them the center 

of defense, hence their names being immortalized as the names of those forts. The first fort 

was named Otanaha, with Ota meaning fort and Naha referring to t he person who discovered 

the fort: therefore Otanaha t he fort discovered by Naha. The second fort was named Otahiya or 

Hiya's fort . with Hiya being an abbreviation of Naha's wife Ohihiya The th1rd fort was named 

Ulupahu. Ulu bemg shorthand for Uwole, and Pahu the name of Naha 's son: hence Ulupahu 

means the fort owned by Pahyu. son of Naha. 

In lat er years. the forts became the site of fam ily wars between Homuto. leader of the nort h 

route. and Naga, leader of the south route. The war between the fami ly members lasted for 200 

years and only ended around the end of the 1711' century 

FORTS WITH 348 STEPS 

Fort Ot anaha, Ulupahu and Otahiya are located on a hil l with four resting places and 348 steps 

170 lead ing to the top of the h ill. The numbers of st airs leading to the respective resting places are 

not t he same. From the bottom of the hill to the first resting place t here are 52 steps. fo llowed 

by another 83 t o the second rest ing place, 53 to the third, 89 to the fourth, and final ly 71 1eading 

to the site of the forts. a total of 348 st eps. 

Fort Ulupahu. located at the highest spot on the south west hill, 1s the biggest Below it IS Fort 

Otanaha 1n the east. and the lowest fort IS Fort Otahiya m the North West with the shape of t he 

figu re "8". If lines are drawn connecting the three forts. they form a triangle. The three forts were 

built with andesite stones and coral. Hi storica l information reveals that although the constructions 

of t he forts were initiated by King I Iota. they were bui lt in co ll aboration with the Portuguese: hence 

the forts resemble ot her colon ial fort s, with embrasures in the walls proving this theo ry. 

Fort Ot anaha has an outer wal l 3 meters high, and a parapet of 1.5 meters. The wall thickness is 

140 em. There are 7 embrasures around the encircling wall of the fort. which IS oval shaped with 

an arched gate 2 meters high. 

Fort Otahiya has an outer wall measuring 3.5 meters and a parapet of 1.8 meters wi th a wall th ickness 

of 140 em. There are 8 embrasures around the encircling wall and a gate of 1.4 meters wide. 
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Fort Ulupahu is oval-shaped with an outer wall 3 7 meters h1gh. a parapet 1.8 meters h gh and 

a wa I thickness of 150 em There are embrasures n the enc1rclmg wall . The mner wall has steps. 

used for patrolling around the fort. 
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Fort Wolio 
Buton , 1578 

Legacy of the Guton l<ingdom 

From on elevation of 94 meters above sea level. the sprowlmg Fort Walia 
overlooks the city of Bau-Bau. It is the defense system of Buton Sultanate that 

since five centuries ago has been guarding Buton Island, Banda Sea. Bou-Bou 
Strait. Bulan Strait and Tukong Besi Islands. 

Buton is a strateg•c area as it is the crossmg point of trade sh1ps sallmg from the west to the east. especially 

dt.:r ng the 16' to 19·~ century Governor General P1eter Both (1610 1614) regarded tne Buton Sultanate of 

grea· importa'lce At the t1me. the 3uton Sultanate was ocated am•dst three large sultanates in Central 

and Eastlndone~•a· Gowa. Tala n Makassar and Ternate in North Moluccas. The VOC cons1dered the Buton 

Sultanate as such an import ant forti flcanon t hat 1t felt necessary to make separate agreements w ith 

Makassar and Ternate st 1pulatmg t;1em not t o attack Buton Accordmg to tradit.oPal ora l chron1c es. the 

or·gins of the Buton community settlement had been established by 'our non-natives coming from )ohor 

(Malay) 1n rhe beg.nntng of the 15' century who set~led on the coastal fronges around what IS now Bau-Bau 

nty - hen the settlement moved to a higher location. about 5 km to the west. ir order to avoid attacks by 

sea pira tes from Tobelo n :e people of Tobelo ' •ved along the coastal areas of the Moluccas islands and 

served as the advance soldiers of the Ternate K•ngdom in North Moluccas The new settlement. ~nown by 

the name of Welia which means 'clearing shrubs.' has been Interpreted as the om~tn of the settlement. 

We••a (Woho) has now become t he tity center of Buton 
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A TALE OF A HUNDRED FORTS 

Fort Walta. built durtng 1578-1615. tS one of more than 100 hentage forts of the Buton Sultanate. Its 

construction ts nseparable from the policy of the 4' Su tan La Elangi. also known as Dayanu lkhsanuddin 

during h s retgn (1578 1615) Sultan La Elangi founded the sultanate constitution and named tl the Book 

of Martabat TuJuh The constitutton mentioned the construction of forts and the righ·s of the people for 

a ptece of rand w thtn the fort. 

The fort was buill as protection against the ·hreats of Tobelo sea ptrates who often ratded the densely 

populated areas. and also agatnsl the expansionist activit1es of foretgn nations. Next to Fort Walia. other 

forts Fort Sorawolio I dan rort Sorawolio II - were a so buill during the same period. and together they 

formed an mtegrated defense system. 



Dunng the re,lln of the 29 h Sultan Muh drus (1824 1851). a new fort named Baadia was bu t. because 

the settlement ns1de Fort Walia was already overcrowded: then during the reign of the 33' Sultan Muh 

Asyikin (1906 1911) , aws were enacted pertaming to the buildmg of new forts. 

The construction of rort Walia required a huge number of labourers and considerable funds. VOC Governor 

General Pieter Both. on his way to Ternate in 1613 stopped at Buran and observed the construction 

activities of rort Walia. In his notes he wrote that the labourers were recru1ted from all over the sultanate 

and that many of them d1cd , so there were hardly any newborn babies in the sultanate The people were 

g1ven very limited t me to work n the1r agncul tural fields and all the1r belongmgs were donated to 'lnance 

the construction The fort eventually became a kingdom's fort which umntent1onally turned out to be the 

largest fort built by the Buran Sultanate; it was completed in 10 years 

In 1673. VOC Governor Genera Antonio Van Diemen .aunched several i:ltlacks aga·nst Fort Wallo with 700 

soldiers. but never succeeded D1emen eventually employed another method. namely conductmg deals by 

which the VOC at last succeeded to conquer the Buton Sultanate Fo1 owmg the defeat. Su tan Muh ldrus ·n 

moved his royal palace to Baadia and established a new residence whereas Fort Sang1a Kopea became 

his hiding place and the burial site of leaders as well as of ordinary people The role of this fort is also 

mentioned in the Sultanate constitution At present Fort Sangia Kopea has long been left m ruins. 

A FORT CONSTRUCTED UPON ROCK STONES 
As parts of an Integrated defense system the <arts of Wolio. Sorawolio I, Sorawolio II and Baad1a are 

located close to each other Each of the forts 1s located on a h·ll or a highland of rock stones. Fort Wo o is 

the prinopal and b1ggest fort with a surface area of 23 hectares and in 2008 the Site was given an award 

from MURI (MURI Museum Rei<or Indonesia The ndones1a Museum of Records). 

Fort Walia is built from natural stones. hav1ng an irregular shape as the structure foi'ows the topography 

of the h1 1t resemb1es the letter 'daJ' (Arab1c alphabet). with the north and east sides bemg on~er and 

the north east corner being narrower From the north to the east. the fort rises 8- 10 meters above a steep 

bank. while the west. south and part of the east sides have an allitude ot 3 5 m. Along the 2 5 km long 

fort walls are 1tl entrance gates and 18 bastions 
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Fort Baadra rs a polygonal structure Many parts of this fort were reconstructed -here are 3 squares with 

patrol paths a'ong the walls The walls have a herght of between 3 to 5 meters. with a thickne~s of clbout 

1 - 1. 5 meters 

.. tJ • 



Fort Sorawolio-1 has an interesting shape it is a trapeLium with an arrow-shaped bast1on and a round 

structure 1n the corner. showing western mfluences of fort des gn The fort is made of coral stones stacked 

4 - G meters h1gh n front and 1 2 meters high n the rear t has 4 basTIOns: the shape of the front bastion 

IS Still recogn1zable as an arrow head The shape of the rear bastion can no longer be defined smce the rocks 

have already fallen apart The upper part of the wall has a th ckness of about 1 5 meters Remnants of the 

gate have been buned under a pile of fort wall rubble. The gate faces north east. The other door 1s n the 

south side of the fort. 
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S1milarly. Fort Sorawol1o II 1s a trapez1um shaped structure made of stacked cora stones bonded with 

adhes1ve t has two bast1ons in the north east and south east. and a ga~e in the east side Both bastions 

are round and have parapets and embrasures. The parapet wall of the north east bastion has crumbled 

down: the fort wall is about 7. m th1ck nowadays the wallis about 1-3 meters high 
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THE SETTLEMENTS INSIDE FORT WOLIO 

As the center of the Buton Sultanate government w1thm Fort Wo' a's walls were the followmg settlements 

Taris Si lea Gundu-Gundu Mela1. Peropa. Lantangau Kulandodo. '<abumbu Oete. Gama. Manuru and 

Lelerr~aigura W thin the grounds of the fort are several 1mportant buildmgs that had been part of the 

c ty structure 1n the past. sue~ as the palaces of ·he 32'' and 3T Sul tans. the Royal Palace Mosque (buil t 

1n 1538). the publiC meet in!J place Baruga and the Rock of Popau where all the Su ltans of Buton were 

1naugurated 

The settlement also includes the Sultan tombs. such as the tomb of Sultan Murhum the first Sultan of 

Buton and founder of the Buton Sultanate who was a so known as Sultan Ka•mudd n and Halu Oleo and 

Sultan Nas.rudd n alias La lbi Oputa Musobuna Vi Lawalangke. who ruled Buran in 1709-1711 
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Fort Rotterdam 
Makassar, 1673 

Guardian of The Mat<assar Strait 

Through a combination of treaties, transfer fees, divide and conquer politics and 
military force. in 7650 the United East Indies Company was able to monopolize 
the spice trade. The competitive European and Asian traders were forcibly 
expelled from the Moluccas, but through the VOC they sought illegal ways to 
possess the coveted spices: a brisk smuggling trade flourished. 

The mternat1onal port c1ty of Makassar ,., the k1ngdom of Gowa became the main assembly location of the 

numerous enem1es of the Dutch Several t mes ~he VOC tned unsuccessfully to prevent trade deals but the 

sultan was a supporter of free trade and refused ro grant any concess1on that would be diSadvantageous · a 

his own lon"l·term interests In <he eyes of the VOC t justified launchmg a mil1tary 1ntervent1on. but it was 

clear that a war wou fd be costly Under advice from the Portuguese since the begmning of the lTh century 

the Gowa Kingdom built a number of European style fort s By Asian standards. the emp1re was not to be 

regarded as an undereStimated adversary. At sea. however. 1t was a different story due to the VOC s fleet 

betng und tsputed ly the strongest. 

The Dutch received an unexpected ally After the conquest of the Bugmese Bone Sultanate in 1663 the 

Buginese prince Arupalakka and his followers fled to Batav•a On November 24 1666 Cornel1s Speelman 
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left w1th a fleet of 21 ships carrying 600 Dutch and 400 Buginese sold1ers to Makassar The return of Aru 

Palaka led to a massive uprising which defeated the Buginese of Gowa. and the VOC defeated the fleet of 

Makassar Sultan Hassanudin decided to avoid bloodshed and signed t he Bungaya treaty on November 18. 

1667 A tew months later. host ili ties flared up again and a second war was fought between Apnl1667 and 

june 1669 

Gowa was forced to abandon all the forts except the Ujung Pandang fortress which was transferred to the 

Dutch. There are several lectures on the state of the fort when it was acquired in 1667 and how 1t was later 

rebu 1l t. I he most probable scenario IS that. contrary to the Treaty's provisions all buildmgs in the fort were 

demolished The Sultan was obliged to build temporary wooden buildings. 

A TURTLE SHAPED FORT 

Ujung Pan dang fortress. or Castle Rotterdam as the Dutch called it was fully adapted to the requirements 

a' modern European warfare ~here was a permanent station of 700 to BOO men The fo rt was the center 

of the VOC's control over Sulawesi. 
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For about 200 years the Dutch had uti lized Fort Rotterdam as its center of government and t he center fo r 

economics and other activities. In 1937 Fort Rotterdam was handed over by the Dutch lnd 1es Government 

to the Fort Rotterdam Foundation. It was registered as a protected histori ca l monument on May 23. 1940. 
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The occupation of the tort by the Dutch caused much discontent among the local people who unsuccessfully 

tried to storm and occupy Lhe fort m 1673. Howl:!ver. the greatest danger for the defenders of the fort 

did not come from the attackers. but from the plague that broke out in the fort. Of the 503 men who 

perished in the fort during the siege. more than 300 d1ed from the disease Following the experiences 

dunng Lhe s1ege. m 1679 1t was decided that a port on the country side should be of the barbican type (a 

~ma tnangular fortiflcatlon) 

In the late 17'hcentury the European and Chinese built the c1ty ofVIaardingen opposite the forts ramparts. 

and was later '<nown by the name Makassar East of Fort Rotrerdar1 the redoubt Vredenburg was bUilt 

with the objective to provide support to the fort 

In 1739. a palace quarrel erupted pertainmg to the succession of the kmg of Gowa and to the 1ssue of 

war agamst the VOC On ~'Jay 16 1739. the attac~ers appeared at Fort Rotterdam led by Karaeng Bonta. 

pretender to the Langkasa throne The commander of the fort decided that the best defense was to 

attack The garrison. reinforced by Joca allies Immediately marched forward and defeated the attackers 

who fled Three days later a second attack was repulsed he attackers retreated to Gowa. wh1ch was 

taken by VOC forces after a s•ege of one day Bonta Langkasa d•ed. thus ending the hostilitres 
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In 1795, the French revo lutionary army occupied the Netherlands. where the incumbent government was 

replaced by the Batavian Republic. Although the British went to war against the Batavian Republic in 

1796 and occupied Ambon and Banda. they left Fort Rotterdam and Makassar untouched. The occupation 

took place only after Governor General Janssen signed the total capi tulation of the colony 1n 1811. In 

Makassar the British sent a small team of sepoys. nat 1ve soldiers from British India who had been tra ined 

and armed in the European way 

In Septer1ber 1816. the Brit1sh returned the ruined fort to the Dutch. The fort was restored and another 

garnson stationed. The new house of the governor and the hospital were built outside the fort. 

Prince Oiponegoro who fought against the Dutch (1825 1830) was captured and was first sent to Manado 

(18 30-1833) and then exi led to Fort Rotterdam. Makassar (1833- 1855) where he died in 1855 at the age 

of 70 The walls of the barb1can redoubt Vredenburg and the Vlaardingen city wall were demolished after 

1900 In 1908. Fort Rotterdam was declared no longer a fo rti fication structure. In 1909. parts of the wall 

192 were cu t down but fortunately fu rther demoli tion plans were never ca rried out, As a resu lt. the area and 

bu1ld ings within the fort still eXISt to this day, and the chu rch was restored in 1927. Some bu ildings were left 

empty while others were occupied by the army and civil administration. In 1937, the fort was transferred to 

a f oundation. On May 23. 1940. Fort Rotterdam was of ficially listed as a heritage build ing. The outbreak of 

World War II prevented further restoration work to the fort 

During the japanese occupation (1942 1945). the buildings were used as offices of the japanese Navy 

Administration in Eastern Indonesia and as a center of agriculture ana language study 

In November 1945. the fort was again occupied by the Dutch who handed 1t over to the Indonesian Army 111 

1950. The fort continued to be uti lized by the military until the early 21 'century when the buildmgs were 

restored and converted into a cul tural center of Sulawesi. 

The fort is a pentagonal structure resembling a turtle When it was util1zed by t he Gowa Kingdom, the 

fort was still made of so I and stones A major restoration was conducted in 1673, and Fort Rotterdam was 

changed 1nto an 18' century Dutch fortification structure, complet e with bast1ons A gate at t he land side 

was construc ted. and in 1679 a ravelm was built, but it has now disappeared. Inside the for t is a wide open 

field where a Protestant church was built. bu t is now utilized as the storage of artillery arms: there are also 
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~ever a I burldmg~ whrch 'Nere fo~merly the dwellings of t~e LovNnor and high r;mking othcials There were 

also quarters for the ofhce•s. military barracks and ammunrtron storage The hosprta1 was burlt outside tt•e 

fort. 1'1 the c ty's south part In the fort and a so rn sorrre other places a garr1son was stationed together 

with artillerists ,Jnd gunners. In '909 the wa I beh nd the narracks was demolrshea and the wa 1 on :he lana 

s1de w<'!s shortened The ·or: was then utilrzPd by both the r'lllitary and c1v1 servrces and several related 

buildrngs became vacant 

The wall. made of stonec; and rocks, ISS to 7 metPrs h1gh w1th a th1rkness between 1 5 to 2 meters Trere 

~re 5 arrow shaped bastions. tour rn each corner and one in the certer of the fort wall facing the seJ 

There are two entrance ~ales the entrance door fat in~ the sea i!.lorated r ght next to the bastion whrle 

U·e ~ale faurr;;; the land s located in the center of the fort wall Both are arched gates. ThP buil!11ngs 

rns1de the fort are stillmtact and are rurrently ut1 11ed for several d tterent purposes The upper 'loor 

rn the builarng that was formerly a church is now ut1lized as an exhibition roorn and a meetrng hall. 

wh le the lower f oar has become the exhrbition room for the Makassar PrPsrrvatron of Archaeologrcal 
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Heritage Propert1es Agency (BP3) The other buildings are utilized as the office of Makassar BP3 and 

the La Gailgo Museum There IS also a souvenir shop and a guesthouse belonging to Makassar BP3 

The fort is located along Losari Beach in MaKassar city center. The area around the fort is an area crowded 

w1th offices. shops. tounst facilities. Chinatown and the sea harbor 

Fort Rotterdam IS now not only a major tounst attraction but a1so p1ays an important role 1n the soc1al and 

culturall1fe ot the local people Fort Rotterdam is thus the best example of successful reuse of a 'or: 1n 

Indonesia. 
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Gold, Sea Piracy and Forts 
Political Alliances and Instabil ity in the Gulf of 
Tomini (North Sula-wesi) in the 18th Centu ry 

In the late 18th century. the Gulf of Tomini was a sea passage that had 

become more dangerous. It was no longer safe far merchants to ply the 
waters with their trade vessels. A ship loaded with cargo could be seized by a 
pirate vessel from Manguindanao or Halmahera that was fitted with revolving 

cannons on its foredeck. Or it could also be confiscated by a cruising vessel 
of the VOC, manned by Dutch sailors who could not distinguish friends from 

foes. It was certainly advisable for merchants to loaf< for safer places on land. 

UNSAFE FAIRWAYS: THE GULF OF TOMINI 

The coastal area of North Sulawesi was more unstable as it lay on the fnnges of early-modern states 

like Ternate. Makassar and Manguindanao, and the Muslim Su ltanate in the Southern Philippines. For the 

Europeans. Portuguese, Spaniards and Dutch. Minahasa was of part1cular mportance It was where rice 

was cultivated, an important foodstuff for the garrisons stationed at the forts in the Moluccas. The VOC 

preferred to leave the Gulf of Tomin1 to the Sultan of Ternate. 'he Company only became nterested in 

certain places in the mountains. such as Gorontalo. fo llowing the discovery of gold there. In turn. the kings 

of the small kingdoms where gold was found were especially interested n maintaining their own safety 

They could barter the go1d with the Company for muskets, ammumt10n and bullets for the defense a• 
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their lands, or for Indian textile and cash. At times, those articles cou ld be obtained at cheaper prices from 

merchants who entered the Gulf from Palu and Parigi, and occasionally the Company wo uld get a profitable 

offer. 

Those looking for forts or traditional defense structures in the Moluccas or in peripheral areas such as North 

Sulawesi would certainly find an abundance of those structures. Many locations mentioned in the archives 

have not yet been sufficiently studied Each area has its own forts which had been built for certain reasons 

pertaining to the different histories of the respective areas. The Gulf of Tomini is one such area, where 

both Indonesians as well as the Dutch had to defend themselves against domestic and foreign pirates. In 

the late 18'h century. no single power could exert domination in such an extended coastal area. not even 

the voc_ The Gulf of Tomini was one of the places where the Company was just one of the involved parties. 

In the 18' century, the Company had only around 600 - BOO personnel to serve the whole government of 

Ternate which extended from Bacan to Sangihe Talaud. and from Gorontalo to Ternate. Around 1780, half 

of the personnel worked in Fort Oranje and some at several smaller forts in Tern ate 
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In the late 18"" century the Company had just about 130 men in an area as large as Portugal in Europe 

The military posts where the Company's flag fluttered in the air. such as Fort Amsterdam m Manado and 

Fort Nassauw in Gorontalo, were sufficiently strong to withstand an attack for some time. out only with 

the assistance ot the local inhabitants. The smaller posts consisted of s1mple earth walls, a fence made of 

bamboo or planks. a house for the officer in charge (usually a sergeant), and at best there was an enc.osure 

wall made of coral stones such as at the sma Fort Leiden in Kwandang where a VOC appointed resident 

lived The Company's marit1me power (or perhaps vulnerability) in Ternate consisted of a few chwloupes 

and a handful of pencalang at the most with several hundred sea fanng personnel and sailors . The Company 

could only launch a few vessels to patrol the Gulf. which meant that only the ports of Manado and Gorontalo 

could be inspected daily. 

The main reasons why the Company remained in the area were. on one hand. for its own mterest. wh1ch was 

to make sure that the area remained free of sp1ce trees and 'foreign nations· such as the English. On the 

other hand. there was an increasing demand from several coastal places to be protected against marauders 
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from South Philippines, Halmahera and other more southern •stands The VOC's arms technology was much 

in-demand and quality gunpowder was only obtainable from a European power In addition. the VOC's 

authority was supported by Batavia and severa l tradittonalleaders, among whom the most important was 

the Sultan of Ternate. 

THE GOVERNMENT OF TERNATE AS 'ENCUMBRANCE' 
Centuries before the arrival of the Europeans the Moluccas sp ce islands had long been one of the 

commerCial pillars of Nusantara. These islands had been a source of considerable fortune and risks for the 

marit1me powers of As1a. and later of Europe The cloves (and later the nutmeg of Banda Island as well) 

could be sold in Europe for enormous profit. In the race for the sptces. the VOC (established tn 1602) had 

left the Portuguese and Bntish far behind m Asia The VOC estab shed tn the Moluccas three governments 

fortified by a number of forts : Ambon, Ternate and Banda. In early modern ttmes, only the clove islands 

were called 'the Moluccas', whereas originally the volcanic clove is,ands (Ternate, T1dore and Bacan) were 

included 1n the Moluccas. 



In the 16'~ century. the Portuguese attempted to contra this area However. Sultan Babullah (1S70-1S86) 

succeeded m droving away the Portuguese from Ter-nate n 1S75 The Portuguese withdrew to the island of 

Ambon where they established Ambon City. Th~rty years later on rebruary 23 160S with the ass1stance of 

the Muslim king of Hitu, the VOC managed to conquer Portuguese Ambon. The Portuguese fort was taken 

over by a navy squadron led by Steven van der Haghen without any shots bemg fired The sultans of the 

Ternate and Tidore islands, the old center of clove trade had hopes that they could remain ndependent 

now that the Portuguese were defeated In Tid ore, the last Portuguese defense structure was blown apart 

by a lucky hit in the ammunition tower Soon afterwards, however, a powerful Spamsh fleet of 36 sail 

sh1ps with 1.300 Spanish and 400 Filipino soldiers arnved from Manila Sultan Sa1d aldm Berkat Syah of 

Ternate could offer little defense against this overwhelming Spanish power. On Aprill. under command 

of the Governor General of the Philippines Don Pedro. the Spaniards conquered the former Portuguese 

Fort Kastela, the oldest Portuguese fort which Said's grandfather, Babullah, repossessed in 1S75 from the 

Portuguese 
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The Spaniards exiled Said and his son Hamzah to Manila Afterwards, all the kings of the Moluccas s1gned 201 

alliances with the Spaniards, who then buil t several military support points in Tidore The royal leaders of 

Ternate, those court noblemen who were allied to the royal palace, t hen decided to request the assistance 

of the VOC in Ambon They succeeded m closing a deal with Admiral Cornel is Matel1ef In return for military 

support against Tidore and the Spaniards the VOC was given permission to build several forts ·n Ternate 

territory. In the village of Malayen. the VOC built Fort Oran)e with the assistance of mostly-reluctant 

Ternatenese laborers. Fort Oranje is regarded as the symbol of Dutch colonial rule over the Moluccas 

Ternate's people. who had remained in the old capital Gammalamo which was controlled by the Spaniards, 

left the town They built a new sultan residence m the smaller Malayu. near Fort Oranje The price which 

the Sul tan of Tern ate had to pay to the VOC was the monopoly of the clove supply The VOC obtained that 

monopoly in phases It was quite difflcult to manage the m1litary posts profitably through the cult ivat1on 

of cloves In 16£3 the Spamsh governor of Manila decided to withdraw troops from T.dore because Manila 

was attacked by the Ch nese warrior Zheng Cheng gong, alias Coxmga. 

However, Ternate and its dependences became feudal estates of the VOC wh1ch was the 'feudal lord', the 

feudal ruler The Sultan was a vassal'. the party who 'rented the area from the VOC who had the right to 

appoint the Sultan The king and members of his court received yearly acceptance-money which was the 



payment to compensate for puttmg an end to the clove trade Since the contract of1651. the Su ltan agreed 

to the systematic extirpation of spice trees in his terri-tory Through regular 'extirpation campa igns·, the 

clove trees in the Moluccas area were tracked down and destroyed. The Company focused on the governing 

of Ambon, where the indigenous people were subjugated in 1656 during five bloody wars. During this 

government. t he VOC built most of its forts. The Ternate government was only controlled by the VOC to 

ensure that its terri tory rema1ned f ree of those w1ld plants . 

THE RADJAS OF GORONTALO AND LIMBOTTO INSULT THE SULTAN OF 
TERNATE 
The Gulf of Tomini, the 'inner bend' of North and Central Sulawesi. was an area which had been under the 

inf luence of the Ternate sultanate since earlier t1mes For the Sultan of Ternate, the Gulf of Tomini was 

an area where he was constantly confronted by competitiOn f rom several mar1t1me nations of Sulawesi, 

especially the Makassarese. the Buginese and the Mandarese f rom West Sulawesi. They conducted a 

thriving maritime t rade originating from harbors like Makassar. Polewali. Mamuju and Palu. It is. however. 

202 difficult to define how big the Sultan's Influence was 1n the area since those earlier t1mes In the so-called 

Bu ngaya Treaty wh1ch Cornelis Speelman closed with t he defeated king of Makassa r, it was stipulated that 

t he Gulf of Tomini was recognized as the terntory of Ternate In 1678. however the Sultan had to re li nquish 

his cla1ms over Gorontalo and Limboto. At the Initiative of Governor Robertus Padtbrugge and following 

a violent engagement by the VOC in 1681. the two small kingdoms became direct feudal territories of the 

Company. 

At the begmning. the change of status brought no b1g impact for the kings of Gorontalo and Limboto. In 

t he late 17'" century. more local kings of other places along the coast of North Sulawesi also came directly 

under the Company, and some of them did so of their own initiative. Sometimes they cons idered it better 

to do so rather than subjugate themselves under the violent mantime expeditions of a Su ltan. The power 

of a Sultan depended on the expeditions he carried out with his big fleet of kora-kora along the coast 

During such raids, tributes were extorted from the coastal villages under severe intimidation The capt ured 

people were shipped and sold as slaves. The Sultan of Ternate was t herefore not truly loved by the people 

on t he coastal area of North Sulawesi The coastal settlements were in a difficult posit ion If they did 

not accept the protect1on of Ternate. they would be exposed to the pirate vessels of other nations: the 

Mandarese, Bugmese. Makassarese or Mangindaoerese. 
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Although a contract dated March 25, 1678 had been made between the Company and Gorontalo. m 1707 

the Company was not too eager to be directly involved with an unstable territory The contract of 1678 

was more o' a political nature It pledged that both s1des should provide ass1stance in the event of war 

and cris,s. It was also st1pulated that no Europeans and Catholic missionanes would be allowed. this was, 

for the Company. the most important point The Gulf of Tom ni did not y1eld much to the Company Only 

the land around the swamps between Gorontalo and L1mboto produced nee. The sa le of lnd1an textile was 

limited. and to man the trade posts would only cost money and manpower. The Supreme Government in 

Batavia decided in 1709 that. considering the strong anti Ternate sentiments 1n Gorontalo. it wou ld be best 

to renew the contract of 1678 as it was useless to try to bring Gorontalo under Ternate On july 9. 1710. the 

old contract was renewed and signed by Naicih Sea and Governor jacob Laasz 

UNEXPECTED GOLD DISCOVERIES IN THE MOUNTAINS OF GORONTALO 
The indif ferent attitude of Tern ate governors underwent a change at the end of the 1720 's when a Chinaman 

by th e name of Simteenko told them that gold was diSCovered in the mountains between Gorontalo and 

Ka1dipan. The Company immediately claimed. based on the contracts. that the whole area of Gorontalo was 
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its feudal territory. The Companv planned to allow the inhabitants of Gorontalo, L1mboto. Attingola and 

Bolaang to conduc;: gold-diggmg in several places on the mountain In order to control the go1d production. 

the Supreme Government decided 1n 1729 to appoint a resident in Gorontalo with the duty to supervise 

and control the collection of gold On August 4. 1729, a cont ract was signed w·t h the new young King of 

Ka1dipan Albert Comput (a Dutch chnst1an name. son ot King WJilem Comput of Bolaang-l tam). The new 

king promised that al . 'foreign vaga bonds' such as the Makassarese. Bugmese. Mandarese. Butonese and 

Manginda naoerese would not be permitted to enter the gold fields . Two years .ater the VOC appointed an 

accountant in Limboto with t he duty to keep records of the proceeds. 

Now that gold was being mined. all ' tramp1ngs and maraudmgs m the gul f of Tomm1 would be counteracted 

In 1730, the Company had, m a place named llo lodoa at the mouth of the Gorontalo nver. just a s1mple 

dwelling a wooden lodge with storage These structJres were no match agamst p1 aging by sea p~rates . 

But the kmg of Goronta!o wanted the structures to rema1n as they were. Only n i746 could an agreement 

be reached w1th the king of Gorontalo to build a stone tort1ficat10n: Fort Nassauw. 



From that one small fort in Gorontalo it was imposs'ble for the VOC to domirate trade act1v•t1es in the 

Gulf of Tom1ni Gorontalo rema1ned a key player n the area within the indigencus trade traff'c where the 

Buginese were strongly represented There was also a Buginese trader community ·n Gorontalo . n 1730 

the Company's residents ·n Gorontalo and Limboto reported that the people of Lembo Bega (Tomini) 

and Parig1 had subjugated themselves under the Buginese. Those people became regarded as renegades 

by their legal ruler. the Sultan of Te rnate. The governor of Makassar also failed 1n h1s attempts to 

oppose the Buginese Makassarese trade activ ties. In the contract of 1730 with Gorontalo and Limboto. 

it was agreed to request that the VOC governor of Makassar fight the roaming Makassarese subjects 

in the tern tory of the Moluccas. smce those people are detrimental to the spice territor•es of the 

Company' But the governor of Makassar also failed to control the maritime trade act·v•t es of the 

people of Sulawesi The sea-faring people of places a1ong the 'outer-bend' of Sulawesi and north east 

coast of Borneo intensively utilized several short land routes lead ing to the Gu' f of Tomin Berau on 

the north east coast of Kalimantan owed a great deal of its growth in the 18' century to the trade 

conducted along the land routes in North Sulawes1. 

The Buginese Makassarese and Mandarese often entered the Gulf ot Tomini through these routes. The 

VOC had no objections to this, on the condition that the traders in Makassar obtained a perm t bearing 

the VOC stamp The permit stated that it was forbidden to trade in products of which the VOC had a trade 

monopoly. for example Indian textile. 

These were the written permits issued by the VOC to indigenous traders. for ex-ample W1th these permits, 

the nd1genous traders were allowed to trade m certain products along certa n routes. The ind•genous 

traders who did not accept the monopoly would often sail w1thout VOC perm1ts or would use fa1se or 

obsolete perm1ts 

It was obv1ous that the kingdoms of Gorontalo and Limboto. located m the center of North Sulawesi. should 

be linked w•lh thP kingr1oms of Parigi <!nr1 Pi!lu in the south c;urh an alliance would cover the whole Gulf of 

Tommi. The kings of those two parties were. however, d1d not have a past of friendly terms with each other. 
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THE I<ING OF PARIGI REQUESTS A VOC FORT 
To derive benefit from the barter tra:Je with the Company's commod ities. it was in the Company's favor 

that the ktngs of Gorontalo and Limboto achieved peace w 1th the ktng of Partgi in 1733-34. and actively 

participated in conducting patrols in the Tomini waters Wfth the objecttve to intercept Buginese ships and 

ktll the crew It was also fortunate that the amount of gold stuff collected for the Company in Gorontalo 

was already worth 700 reaal per annum n 1736. This meant that regu lar production was being established. 

To protect the gold trade the Company allowed the kings of Gorontalo and Limboto to build stone 

forttfica tions 

In the meantime gold was also discovered in the hills located several ktlometers from Parig The Ktng 

of Parigr was also w tll1ng to del ver a fixed yearly gotd supply to the Company in exchange for military 

assistance. In 1743, the Supreme Government in Batavia approved the constructron of a Company lodge at 

Parigi to accommodate eleven soldiers and one sergeant. The lodge was permitted to be bu ' t on the 

conditton that the krng and his nob"tty assisted in ts construction and protection against the Mandarese 

and Buginese In additton. the Krng had to make available 1.000 laborers to drg fo r gold Such support would 207 

improve the sale of the Company's textiles and the purchase of gold 

In 1750, a number of the Company's officials visited Parigi once more after cruising the Gulf of Tomini with 

their shtp tn search of enemy vessels. The king of Parrgi agatn declared that he needed the Company's 

assistance to fight against the ptrates. especially the Manderese Daeng Manimbt who had settled himself at 

Ampibabo (north of Parrgi) . The officials requested him to come to Tern ate at the first possible opportuni·y 

to sign a contract . In July the following year. Kaicili Majumba arrived from Parigi at Fort Oranje to lease the 

land of Parigi from the Company and to acknowledge the VOC as the feudal master. 

DIFFERENT CONSIDERATIONS: THE DUTCH WISHED TO LEAVE THE GULF 
During the 1770's, .t became clear to the VOC governors and residents that the strategy of placing local 

gamsons in important trade places in comb nation with conducting sea patrols and the annua dispatchtng 

of delegates to several lodges d d not lead to control of the gold trade and the increased sales of ndian 

textiles. It was imposstble for the garrison to control local trade· the regu lar gold supply was not even 

sufficient to balance their expenditures Local post commanders were even suspected of conducttng trade 

themselves. or se ll ing tllegal weapons. The government's principle of matntaining power in the peripheral 

areas was more often abandoned 



In h1s 'cons1derat,on' of 1774 composed at the request of Heren 17. J.J Craan pleaded to greatly reduce the 

number of posts and manpower in and around the Gulf of Tomim. The government of Ternate as a whole 

was financ1ally a detnmenta' post and this situat1on could only be Improved by abolishing local m1litary 

posts and implementing a better gold exploitation scheme in Mmahasa. The Company hardly had any gnp 

on the gold t rade in the area. 

The obJection to abandon the important residence of Gorontalo was that it was not possible to retrieve 

the debts of the kmgs and nob I ty of Gorontalo. Limboto, Parigi and Bone which amounted to fl. 12.338 

at the closing of the finamal admm strat1on of 1771-1772. Two thirds of the debt was accounted to the 

tamous Radja Muhamad A.,mudin ISkandar Monoarfa of Gorontalo (he was kmg 1n 1757-1776). who was not 

Interested in paying 1t off However. the question at whether there really was a debt was also doubtful 

Perhaps K1ng Monoarfa haj not accepted the calculation made by the Company as was often the case. He 

was known as one of the cleverest leaders in the area and managed to take the utmost advantage from 

h1s relationship With the VOC just like tt"oe king of Parig1 K1ng Monoarfa explo1ted military protection from 

208 the local VOC garroson while making h1mself richer by trading the gold excavated from his hinterland to 

Indonesian traders instead of del venng it to the VOC 



THE COLLAPSE OF FORT AMSTERDAM AND FORT ORANJE 
Whether the Company was finally able to collect the debt of the King of Parigi is in doubt Several months 

later, on February 19. 1796. the government of Ambon fell to Brit•sh hands. followed shortly by Banda. 

Ternate was. from a military point of view. completely isolated by the British and Nuku's navy and a year 

la ter also lost all authority over the peripheral area. On February 23. 1797. the British landed at Kema Their 

ship. The Resistance. managed to dock at the quay using a diversion maneuver hoisting Dutch flags and 

streamers in its mast The British immediately confiscated De Lassum. the Company·s calang Afterwards, 

a British o~ficer traveled by land to Manado to demand rort Amsterdam. together w1th the whole Manado 

residence. Should the resident res1st. then the officer would send 450 soldiers and a frigate to Manado. 

Although Ressdent G F Durr still bravely reported to Tern ate that he would not surrender as long as saw no 

British army. it later turned out that the British officer had been staying 1n his house and the two gentlemen 

had emptied a goblet of wine in a friendly atmosphere. As soon as the Brstish frigate The Bombay anchored 

at Manado on March 4, the Dutch flag was lowered and the British flag rose to the accompaniment of three 

cannon shots. Resident Durr had already taken steps to protect h1mself, which ss why he cap1tu-lated by 

writing to Ternate that he had only 24 healthy men and one ready gunner to defend Fort Amsterdam Durr 209 

also said that the cannons were in such bad condition that after the gunner discharged the cannonballs. 

the carnage would fall apart. 

The t roops of Ternate behaved much more bravely which was also thanks to the military leadership of 

the one-eyed German captain -engineer Balthasar Fredrik Wilhelm Baron Von Lutzouw He was able to 

res•st the war praus of Nuku and the Bnt1sh ships until june 1801. on November 12 of that year Nuku was 

inaugurated in Fort Oranje as Sultan of Tidore. With that. the long episode of Dutch interference 1n the Gulf 

of Tomini ended. 
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Fort l<alamata 
Ternate, 1540 

A Tribute to the Prince 

Standing on the yard of Fort Kalamata 's main bastion. one gets a view of a 
marvelous natural scene In front stretches the blue waters of Maitara Strait 
with Maitara Island in the distance, while further on you con see Mount 
Kiematubu on the island of Tid ore. wrapped in white clouds. Located south east 

of Ternate Island the position of Fort Kalamata is most strategic 

The fort faces directly the Mollucas Sea. about 3.7 km south of Ternate's crty center. The small 

Ternate 1sland of 250 85 square kilometers played a key role in various important events in East 

Indonesia particularly during the 16 and 171 ~ centuries 

Therefore. it IS no wontler that in the last three centuries the fort had been a coveted object over 

which several European nations - the Portuguese. Spanish. English and Dutch - fought agamst 

and w1th each other, including the Sultanate of Tidore. 

MUDDLED NAMES 
The facade stone that had been put into the wa ll of Ka lamata during the restorat ion ment ioned 

a van1shed fort Kalamata was demolished in 1798 and in its place the current Fort Kayu Merah 

was bui.t . 
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Not only the name of Fort Kalamata creates confusion. There is also confusion as to when and 

by whom the f ort was built. It could be the Portuguese which means that it was built before the 

Portuguese left Ternate 1n 1575 Another poss1bi. ity is that the Dutch bu ilt the fort in 1609 as a 

border post between the Dutch and Spanish territories in Ternate 

In 1605 the Span sh conquered Ternate. The Dutch landed in 1607 on the island but failed to dnve 

away the Spanish from the southwestern part. The Span1sh a'so failed to prevent the Dutch 

from taking Fort Oranje resulting 1n the 1sland being divided into two opposing areas separated 

by border forts. Once in a while fighting broke and a fort was attacked. In 1627 the Dutch 

abandoned the fort. which was immediately taken over and utilized by the Span1sh garrison of 

80 sold1ers several · papangers" (Filipino sold1ers) and 12 cannons 

Spain and the Netherlands signed a peace t reat y in 1648, thus ending the border wars in Tern ate. 

In 1663 the Span1 sh decided to abolish their se ttlements in the Moluccas and return to Manila, 

so they demolished the fort The Dutch reclaimed . and after repairing the damage, named 1t 



Kalamata after the Pr nee of Ternate. a brother of Sultan Mandarsjah and an uncle of Sultan 

Kaicil Sibori Amsterdam. Noth1ng much 1s known about the fort dunng the 18 century. 

Dunng the Fourth Bntish War (1780-1784) the VOC suffered considerable financial losses and, for 

the first ti me since its establishment, had to turn to the Staten Generaal for financ1al a1d . The 

assis;:ance also included send ng a M litary State Comm1ssion to inspect VOC forts in Asia and 

g1ve adv1ce concerning the necessary repair works to be done. During the visit of the commission 

to Ternate 1n 1790. it was proposed to completely demolish Fort Kalamata and build the new Fort 

Kayu Merah on the same location. Land surveyor Carl Friedrich Reimer designed the new fort 

The plans for construction of the new fort remained shelved for several years In 1795 a change 

of power took place in the Netherlands, when invading French Revolution forces transformed 

the Republic o+ the Un1ted Provinces into the Republic of Bataaf. and the country became an 

ally of France at war against England The Moluccas were proclaimed to be in a state of defense. 

Kalamata was demolished and the new Fort Kayu Merah was bui lt (1799-1800) About 100 ODD 

mantraps were installed in the double ditches. meant to make an attack from land Impossib le 

On February10, 1801 six Brit1sh ships arrived in 1 ernate's shore under the command of john Hayes. 

meetmg w1th Governor Willem jacob Cranssen's refusal to surrender the Moluccas The Brit sh 
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CARL FRIEDRICH REIMER (UNI<NOWN -1796) 

Carl Friedrich Reimer was born in Konigsberg (Kaliningrad. East Prussia). date of birth unknown. It is 

known that he entered the service of the VOC in 1767. where he worked for some time as a surgeon. 

then from 1777 he was classified as an engineer employed by the VOC first in Ceylon (Sri Lanka) and 

later in Batav1a. Ounng his last years there. he was also appointed as "Director of the fortifications" 

Between 1790 and 1792 he fTlade an mspect1on tnp along VOC factones In his reports to Governor­

1 
,, 

General W.A. Alting. Reimer 

expressed his interest in 

Hindu monuments that he 

visited on his travels. Three 

watercolors by Reimer are 

known to be in the Print 

Room's possession 
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landed on Te rnate but cou ld only attack Fort Oranje after t aking Fort l<ayu Merah Without giving 

any res1stance. the commander surrendered t he fort to the Bnt ish. together w1th a garrison of 

two young lieutenants (vaandrig) . 192 sold iers and 28 cannons. Upon hearing about t he betrayi ng 

surrender of Kayu Merah. Governor Cranssen made a personal reconnaissance inspecti on. When 

he saw no movement through h1s spy-glass he ordered the Dutch f lag to be ra1sed and to fire 

their weapons. and the Bri tish immedia tely fi red back The most important obstacle toward Fort 

Oranje was removed, but it was only on june 21 that Governor Cran ssen surren dered. At t he Peace 

of Amiens in 1802 t he British returned t he Moluccas t o the Dutch and t he fo llow ing year war 

broke out again bet ween the two nations. 



Te nate S' at 

In August 1810 the Bntish fr1gate Dover docked in front of Oranje and an envoy was sent to 

demand the Dutch to surrender The governor refused. In the early morn ing of August 28. 80 

British troops landed on Ternate to attack Kayu Merah. This time they d1d not approach the fort 

from the high lands but from across the beach . At 10 o'clock in thee· en1ng. they were spotted 
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by the guard who stood outside the fort and he sounded the alarm. The British stormed the fort 

and managed to climb over the wall wtth the help of ladders. A number of defenders were kil led 

or managed t o escape, while the commander and 68 soldiers surrendered On the English side 

there were 3 killed and 16 wounded. After being returned to the Dutch. the fort was again taken 

in 1817 In 1834 Kayu Merah was removed out from the list of fortifications In 1995 the ru ins 

were completely restored 

A TRIANGULAR FORT WITH FOUR BASTIONS 

Unl ike most Dutch forts , Fort Kalamata has a round wall which is not very thick. It is a triangular 

structu re but it has four bastions located diagonal ly in the four points of the compass In each 

arrow head shaped bastion are several embrasures The centra l plat form is lower than the 

bastion's plat form. and ra mps were built leading to each bastion 
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Inside of the fort, t here are remnants of foundat1ons for several bu ild ings that have presently 

disappeared, in the north side, however there is st ill an old well. 

The fort wall is about 60 em th1ck and 3 meters high: the wall was made by building a w1de 

foundation upon which andesite stones, corals and sand are mixed with lime and coral reefs 

With this type of construction, the lower part of the wall protrudes outward. Th1s type of 

foundalion IS meant to support the load of the whole wall Encircling the fort is a path with a 

low fence of 30 em, made of the same material. 

NORTH MALUKU ISLANDS 
It .s fa1rly easy to visit lort Kalamata From Ternate city center JUSt fo llow Bastiong Ka lamata 

Street. the main highway in Ternate is land ll only takes a day to trave around the 1sland of 

Ternate. As the capital city of the province Ternate IS surrounded with scattered small islands 

that show a trad1tion of mantime life 

About 1 kilometer from the fort towards the SO meter h1gh top of the hill stands Fort l<ota janji. 

also known as Fort Santo Pedro. It was bu ilt by the Portuguese in 1530. From the top of the hill 

one can see the islands of Ternate, Ma1tara and T1dore asserting that Indonesia is indeed an 

immense archipelago . 
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Fort Nieuw Victoria & Duurstude 
Ambon, 1580 I Saparua, 1591 

The Battles of l<apitan Pattimura 

In the annals of Indonesian history. the name of Pattimura stands out among 
the national heroes from the Moluccas. He was born Thomas Motulessy within 

the royal family of Sohulou who originally come from the southern boy area of 

Serom Island. His place of birth was Huoloy in South Serom where he first sow 
the light of life on june 8, 1783 and he perished in Ambon on December 16, 1817. 

He first joined the British military and climbed to the rank of sergeant before he was nommated by the 

people of Saparua to lead their resistance against the Dutch and was given t he t itle Kapita n Pa t timura. 

The people of Saparua were discontent when the Dutch reoccupied the Moluccas after the British left the 

ISlands. Pattimura led the people's struggle by launching an attack against Fort Duurstede. t he symbol of 

Dutch power. 

Srnce the 11" century the Moluccas had been well-known as the worlds mam producer of spices usheri ng 

many nations into the race to control the area. Through t he1r t rading company VOC. the Dutch eventually 

managed to occupy the Moluccas and dominate the spice trade. However. Dutch aut hority was seized by 

the Brit1sh at the beg1nning of the 19th century. but was subsequently returned It was the penod after the 

return of Dutch power over the Moluccas by the British that became the backgrou nd of the hero rc battles 

carried out by Kapitan Pattimura 
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Due to the strategic lor<~tiOn of t'le Mo:Jccas since tt·e estabhshme'lt at its trading romparv VOC the 

Dutch t1ad 'nade Ambon its cen·er of <~utl"onty and power by build ng Fort Nieuw V1ctorii! wh ch was 

madr. into the headqucJrters of power Otl1er sr1al er forts were eventJal y ulso built on t11e s~.;rround ng 

islcJnds des goatee as •ort1hcarion nosrs as well as cerJters of s;Hce co lect on One o' thcc;e forts was f art 

Duurstede en Saparua Island a small slanrl eas· or Ambo'l Island and the producer of Put meg cloves and 

sago cr01" ·r ~email ISland. Patt1rnura's herce struggle was lat.nrhrc rv attackmg Fort Ouurstede unt~111e 

wus evertually captured and sentenced ro death in Fort N1euw V1ctor1a 

., 



THE PATTIMURA WAR 

ror the inhabitants the British intenm rule was much better than the Dutch rule wrth the heavy duties 

and the extortion regen ts. Therefore. they were not very happy when the island was returned to the 

Dutch. Moreover. the new Dutch rulers managed to become even more unpopu ar by issurng und plomatic 

orders and demanding supplres for which they did not pay. Through drplomatic steps several Dutch 

regen ts were able to calm down the resentment in the rslands but fai led to do so rn Saparua where 

residen t jan Rudolf Van den Berg further intensified the distrust among the local inhabrtants by 

untactful and hard actrons. 

PATTIMURA COMMEMORATION DAY 

May 15 is commemorated as the National Pattimura Day by all Moluccan people throughout the 

whole of Indonesia and even around the world May 15. 1817 was the last day of Pattimura's battle 

before he was executed by the Dutch The Moluccas people especially those rn Ambon and Saparua 

islands, commemorate the day by holding a traditional ritual that involves all the young generation 

living in the islands. 

On the afternoon of May 14 around 3 pm the Pattimura Torch is lit in Mount Saniri located on 

Saparua Island. which was famous for its cloves and nutmeg. The mountain was the place where 

Pattimura (Thomas Mattulessy) assembled his followers before launch ng the attack against the 

Dutch in Ambon Island on the following day in 1817 The torch is then marched in a procession along 

the villages where Pattimura fought his battles. All the village you th are ordered to assemble at 

the village entrance to await the torch which is then passed on through all the villages. Five youths 

are assigned to escort the torch while the rest follow by performing the Moluccan ritual war dance. 

Cakalele During the process. the torch is also taken through Fort Duurstede. the site where the 

fierce battle took place between Patllmura against the Dutch soldiers. At around midnight East 

Indonesia time the torch must arrive at Ambon Island from where it rs passed on by Ambonese 

youth along about 10 villages. with the 

procession ending at Fort Vrcto ria in the 

center of Ambon city. the place where 

Pattimura was executed 
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In the beginn1ng of May 1817 a number of men assembled in the settlement of Haria in Saparua to discuss 

tne rumor tha< the Company was going to exert pressure on them to enlist as soldiers in Batavia Dunng 

the assembly Sergeant Major Thomas Matulessy became the leader of the oppos tion On May 15, Resident 

Van den Berg himself went to Haria and rece1ved an unfnendly welcome. The resident sent a short note to 

Fort Duurstede. request1ng for 12 sold iers to be sent to ass1st h1m. On the1r way the soldiers were ambushed 

ann h;~d to ret .trn The res.dent was nevertheless brought hark to Fort Ouurstede. occupied by tht? scnber 

Ornek. a garrison of fwe European and twelve 10d1genous sol d1ers and a number of civi11ans. in addition to 

the res1dent and his family 

In t ile early l1ours of May 16. 1817 the fort was attacked, and the attacKers cl1mbed over the wall usmg 

ladders. There was no res. stance Almost everybody was even tually murdered Only the eldest son of the 

res1dent jan Lubbert van den Berg surv1ved the massacre because a maid protected the wounded ch. d. 

News about the 'lerce resistance reached the governor m Ambon two days later and a military exped t1on 

222 was 1mmed1ately sent and landed on May 20 on the beach of Saparua and stormed towards Fort Ouurstede 

On the1r way the 177 soldiers were put under heavy fire . forcing them to return During the evacuation, 

panic broke out Around thirty men managed t o escape while the othe rs were k1lled or drowned in the sea. 

The wave of resistance spread to Haruku and H1tu. 

Between july and September there was a deadlock. The attackers failed to conquer the Dutch •ortifications 

on the other islands The garrison and marine soldiers n the Mo1urras succeeded in restrain ng the res1stance 

but were unable to eradicate 1t. Negotiations were ronducted but an agreement could not be reached. On 

August 3 a warsh p fired at Fort Duurstede and 120 soldiers then took over the unprotected fort The fort 

was 1n the hands of the Dutch but there was nsufflc ent manpower. ammun1:1on and toodstuffs The well 

was locatl'd outside the fort and those who dared to go outside to take water were Immediately shot or fell 

mto several traps la1d by the opponents In the beg·nnmg of September support soldiers managed to reach 

the fort. 1 he garrison then made several attacks but failed to obtam tangible success 

On September 30 the warsh1ps and fu rther assistance from Batav1a arrived at Ambon. Af ter defeatmg 

the revol t in Haruku the fleet anchored in front of Saparua on November 7. During the f ollow1ng four 

days , all the fort·fications were attacked and fired at from the sea. and from the land troops stormed Fort 

Duurstede and one by one all the combatants were conquered Thomas Matulessy was taken prisoner on 



November 11. the inhabitants surrendered and the young son of Van den Berg was returned to the island. 

During the following weeks the waves of insurgenc ,es in the other is,ands were concluded either through 

negotiations or by force. In December fourteen men. among them Thomas Matulessy, were sentenced to 

death because of their mvolvement in the revolt. 

Patt1mura s resistanrP and battles. rnmmenCing w ith thP attack nn Fort Duurster1P in Amhon anr1 Pndin~ in 

h1s being sentenced to death in Fort Nieuw Victona m Ambon. happened almost 200 years ago but is still 

being commemorated The hero1c saga has transformed the two forts mto sources and backgrounds of the 

same historical narrative 

FORT DUURSTUDE 
The small island of Saparua in the Moluccas Province is accessible by boat from Ambon city 1n about 7 

to 3 hours. As part of the Lease islands with ltaruku Island and Nusa Laut Island. Saparua Is land has 

a magnificent natural panorama with 1ts white sandy beaches and blue sea From the 16th to the 19th 

century. it was one of several islands in the area tha t greatly attracted Europeans to come for the cloves 

and nutmeg that grew in abundance. 
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Approximately one kilometer south east of Saparua ciry center stands Fort Duurstede on the top of a coral 

hill. some five meters from tt'le sea surface. prov1ding vis1tors standmg on the sou~r side of the fort w•th a 

breathtak.ng v1ew of the sea and Saparua Bay. Stretch·n~ from south to north alan~ the coast. the fort is 

a most strategic defense structure, particularly m terms of keep1ng a watchful eye on the sea trafflc ~rom 

the rr litary pomt of view, its ocat10n allows suffic1ent surve llarce on all the activit,es of the local people 

ard the movement of sh1ps pass ng along Saparua Bay. 

REVOLT IN THE MOLUCCAS 

In 1525 the VOC built the sma1 ard s1mp1e Fort Holland1a m Sin Sor or the 1s.and of Saparua (Honimoa). n 

1569 the fort was improved but '11690 was in such a d1lap1dateo condliiOn. reqUiring imf11ed1ate drastiC repairs. 

The governor of Ambon. Nicolaes Schagen. decided not to repair Hollandia but irstead ordered budding master 

Carie to construct a new fort It 'Nas decided to build it on a rock in the large Saparua village locaterl west of 

Sir Sor. T'le shape of the roc~ ONerr-Jined the shape of the fort a diamond srape of around 4C x 200 ·neters 

with bastions and ter gun ports or the sharp corners while on the blunt corner~ wert:! built small turrets for thr 

guards The wal s were about 3.50 meters high aPd 3.60 meters th1cl< There were 24 stairs ledd n~ to t11e gate 

The uffil d s 1n BdldVid we'e not too hapJly with the shape of the •art. bu; when the new goverror 

Bayonville vis1ted the place. not many alterat.or·s could be madras the fort was almost entirely completed. 

Bad comrnun1Cat1on also caused of<jc als in Batavia to belatedly d1scover in 168CJ that the nhabitants of 

Hon1moa and !IJusalaut used to chop oft the protruding pieces of thi:! rock to create a passable climb. fheir 

habi~ took p1ace for 20 year5 before they were ordered to 1mmedia'Lely stop 1t 
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The soldiers moved from the old Fort Holldndia to the new Fort Duurstede in 1692. The garrison in the new 

fort compnsed of 40 soldiers under the command of a sergeant There were no exceptional events during 

the 18' century in Sapan.a Followmg the occupation of Ambon m 1796. the sland came under Bntish 

contra' w·thout a s1ngle shot bemg fired n 1803 the British returned the ISland to the Dutch. but the 

follow1ng year war between the two nations erupted again. and 1n 1810 the Brit1sh a gam took control of the 

island and only returned t together w1th the entre Moluccas to the Dutch n 1817. 

A DIAMOND-SHAPED FORT 

The fort is an elongated diamond shaped structure with a surface area of 3 970 sq m. In the north west 

and south east corners are some kind of bastion structures m the shape of ha f circles. each prov,ded w1th 

embrasures . Old cannons are still found at some of the embrasures 

Turrets are found in the north east and sout h west sides Entrance into the fort is throu~h a ~mall gate 

m the nor•h east. w1th 24 steps made of stone Above the gate is ch1se:ed the name of the person who 

2l& ordered the bui ldmg of the fort and the year of construction Ambon Governor Mr Nicolaes Schagen 

1691. The fo rt was made of coral layers with a wall of about 3 4 meters h1gh Upon the wa IS a pa t rol path 

(rampart) used by sold1ers to keep watch on the surrounding area 
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The south wall directly borders the sea and there IS an open space 1n the north. a commemorative Tower 

of Struggle and dwellings of the ocal people In the east 1s a r1U5eum ano guest houses. wh le 1n the west 

are sago plan tations and Saparua market. Ttle museum displays the sa~a of Pattlmura·s armeO battles. 

Previously there we re several buildings inside the fort. such as the commander's house. houses for the 

physician and staff stora~e for cloves and ammun1tion. offices. water reservoirs and bathing fac lies 

wrth sufficiently clear cJnd potable water At present. however. all those bu dinlls have already become 

ruins and only remnants of their foundatrons can still be seen Duts1de the fort was the official house of 

the Resident. but at present there are no r1ore remnants of it There are some rums ins.de the fort. but 

they are remnants of buildmgs that were erected during the 1n1t1al per od of Indonesia's independence In 

1977-1978 the fort was restored and a recep t1on hall was added on t~1e north east wall In 1995 all part~ of 

forts were restored 
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FORT NIEUW VICTORIA- WHERE IT ALL BEGAN 

Ambon a seaside c1ty that 1s now the capital of the Moluccas Province has been well known for centuries 

he sp1ces. wh1ch were ts rrost prec1ous trade commody. lured western nations Bes1des searching for 

d1rect access to ti'Je spices place of origm they also had the strong desire to control and monopolize 

the~r trade. In 1580 the Portuguese bu1 t as mple fort. named Nossa Semhora da Annunc1ada on the west 

coast of the southern penmsu a of Le1tinum The Dutch who arrived later endeavored to se1ze the fort 

1n 1600: however the1r efforts fa ed The<1 the Ourch Eas' lnd1es Company VOC :JU I t a small defense 

post on the north COdSt of Hi t, ard named it Kasteel Van Verre The VOC Finally succeeded in conquering 

the Portuguese fort on February 25 1605 with an army urder the command of Steven van der Haghen 

alti'Jough at the time rhe 'art was guarded by less tnan 60 soldiers. The VOC the11 chonged the name to 

Victo,,a (mear 1ng victory" as i: was qUite easy to sei7e i:). The 'ocal people O<l tne other 'land were more 

ramiliar with tt1e name ot "Kat a Laha (medrllng. the fort ar Laha Bay). 

fh1s f-ort was the seat of rre first Outu1 terri<ory 1n tne l11d1es tne Government o· Amboina; the first to hold 

the pos1tion of governor was Frrderik de Houtmdn (1505 1611) . For the next few years after 160S VictoriJ 

Cast'e served as rhe general administrative rrnter for the VOC n As1a before for: Oran]e 1n Ternate. 



Due to a senes of ~~rang earthquakes that happened with1n a span a• more than a hundred years - 1G43-

1G44. 1673 '67t1 and 1754 - the fort was qu1te serio,Jsly damaged promollnllthe Governor of the Moluccas 

to urge Batavia to immed 1ately conduct repa1r work 

Dunng the re1gn of Governor Bernard us van Pleuren 1n 1775 1785. considerable repair work were conducted 

that changed the forts appearance and the fort was then named N1euw (New) Vic:oria 

Close to the fort wh ch was repPatedly expanded and moderr11zed. a considerable res1dent1a town grew 

withm a few decades By the end of the 17th century this had a.so been fortified w1th wa Is and moats In 

1683 t~ ere were 770 Europeans v•ng in the ~own. inc'ud n~ the garr-son. the nuMber o; Company officials 

in the whole Government of Amboma added up to 1070 people n the period of 1726 1730. After 1&5& the 

( ompany mamtamed a force of around &DO sold1ers 1n the Ambon ls,ands half of whom were 0111e~eo in 

V ctor,a Castle the other half were sprPad across 18 smaller strongholds. Toge·hpr w1th the other is'ands 

in the government. between 1796 and 1802, and agoin from 1810 to 1817 Ambon came into Eng 1sh hands. 
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Afterwards the fort was again under the Dutch followin~ the offic1al handover from the Br1t1sh on March 

25 1817 After being the center of colonial power 1n the Moluccas for more than 300 years, the fort was 

occupied by the japanese in World War II 

The japanese also ut1 1zed the fort as the head office of its administration while in the area around the fort 

a military compound was built to house Dutch pnsoners of war 

On November 3 1950 Lieutenant Colonel Slamet R1yadi from the United Indonesian armed forces WdS 

killed dunng a close distance attack to seize the fort. but his army succeeded in takin~ the city of Ambon . 

lr happened when military clashes broke out 1n Eastern lndones1a 1n Apnl1950 

The forr IS located along the coast of Hompopo in Ambon Bay. where many ships used to take cover 

avo1d1ng strong winds. ln1tially. the fort was a square structure encircled by a ditch, the walls were made of 

natural and lime stones with four attract,ve bastions strengthened by compacted soil Between the two 

230 bastions along the sea side IS a two-story dwell1ng where the head trader lived on the upper tloor. and the 
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Fort Oranje 
Ternate, 1507 

Spice Rivalries between the Dutch 
and Spanish 

Long before the Europeans arrived in the Moluccas. the abundance of spices in 
Ternate was already the tall< of people throughout the world. The first arrival 

of the Spanish in Ternate at the beginning of the sixteenth century, proved 
influential in opening direct spice trade route to Europe. putting Ternate in the 

center of attention among other European nations. In quick succession. the 

Portuguese. English and Dutch followed the Spanish and they competed among 
each other to control the lucrative spice trade. 

The great desire of those European nat1ons to control and conquer Ternate was met w ith severe res1stance 

from the local people and ktngs namely the two great su ltanates of Ternate and T1dore which had existed 

smce the 14th century The two neighbor·ng ktngdoms. which had been engaged 1n intense competition 

with each other since therr inceptions. tooK advantage of the Europeans' arrival in the•r respective b1ds to 

defeat the other ThiS explatns why there IS an abundance of rums of fo rts scattered 111 the relatively small 

1s lands. One of them, located 1n Ternat e. is Fort Oranje wh1ch is at present the lar'5est in tact fort 1n Ternate. 

In 1606 the SpaniSh launched an attack orig1nating from the Philippines on the Moluccas and conquered the 

terri tory Sultan Sa•d of Ternate and his fam11y were taken as prisoners and transported to Manila From 

Halmahera. an envoy wa~ sent to Ban ten request ng the assistance of the VOC 
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CORNELIS MATELIEFF DEJONGE 1569- 1632 

Cornehs Mateheff de )onge (c. 1569-0ctober 17. 1632) was a Dutch admiral who was active in 

establishing Dutch power in Southeast As1a during the beginning of the 17th century (1606). His 

fleet was officially on a trading mission. but its true intent was to destroy Portuguese power 

in the area. Matelieff did not succeed in this mission, in spite of 

commandeering a fleet with 1400 men on board. including 600 

soldiers. The Dutch would ultimately gain control of Malacca more 

than thirty years later. against joining forces wit h the Sultanate of 

)ohor, and its new ally Aceh, m 1641. Matelieff died in h1s birthplace 

of Rotterdam. 

p 243 
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PIETER BOTH 1550- 1615 

Pieter Both (1568, Amersfoort - 6 March 1615. Maurit1us) was the first Governor-General of the 

Dutch East Indies. Not much is known of h1s early years In 1599 Both was already an admiral in the 

Brabant Company and traveled to the East Indies with four ships in the same year When the newly 

established Dutch East India Company set up a government for 

the Dutch East Indies. P1eter Both was mvited to become the 

Governor-General and held that posit1on from 19 December 1610 

to 6 November 1614 During that period, he concluded contracts 

with the Moluccans. conquered Timor. and drove the Spanish out 

of Tidore. After he relinqUished his position as Governor· General 

to Gerard Reynst. he left for the Netherlands wi th four ships. Two 

of the ships were shipwrecked near Mauritius. and Pieter Both 

drowned. 
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U11der tbe commano of Mmrr;JI Co•1eh~ Mateliett de )onge. m 1fi07 ne lJutcb e·1deavored to dnve away 

the Spanrsh from tt e is'and, but to no ava I When tt-ev saw that they rad farled they built a fo•t on ;:he 

east coast of the rsland followrn~ the advice of t'le rslanders twas situated at tre Ma1ayrr settlement. on 

the loca~ion of forrrrer Portu~uese tort Following the departure of tre aomiral a garrisor; of 45 men was 

stationed at Fort Malayu The Spa'lrsh attackea the unfinished fort w1ttl 2SO rnen but werr dnven back The 

fort wa> further completed and became a rectangular structure With four bustrons In 1609 the name was 

changed mto Ca~tle Oranje; it was encircled by a pa 1sade whrch was replaced in 1634 hy a ditcr 

From 1611 until its rnove to Batavia rn 1619 the center of tbe VOC ad•ninis•ration in As1a wa<:> in Caste OranJe 

in Te·nate Our1ng tner• vrsrt<:> to the Moluccas. tne governor generals p,eter Both Cerr.t Re1jnst Laurens Reaal 

and jan P1eterszoon Coen stayed rn me castle After 1619 1t became the seat of the ~overnor ot the Moluccas. 

Because of tre war aga1rst 'i['lain the island of Ter:1ate was arvrded InTO rwo belligerent areas Once a whr e 

a border fort in one area was attacKed and occupied by the other area. ard the reverse would occur -hen 

trre r-ont line srahrlrzed arll tt·e most rmportan~ forts. t'le Spanisn Gamr'1a Lama and the Dutc1 OranJe. lH 

were no longer serrously threatened In 1648 the Netherlands and ~parn si~;nell a peace agreement which 

ended the war <Jround the Moluccas Without success. the VOC endeavorer1 to buy out the Spanish. but 

eventually accepted the deal ~llpulat ng that the Spanish would tcJke a small part ot the nutmeg produce 

Thi~ Situation continued untii1GG3. then the Spanish on ordPrs from ManriJ. abandoned therr torts 1n the 

Moluccas and wrthdrew to the Philippines 



Plans were then drawn to reduce the large and expensive Fort Oranje but were never Implemented: most 

probably because. the governor's house was demolished soon after the peace of 1648. A floor plan from 

1664 shows an empty space on the site of the governors house During this period the sea bastion which 

housed several offices. including the commander's quarters. was adJUSted accordmgly 

In the 181 century Ternate was not damaged by earthquakes and other serious natural disasters 

Nevertheless. new construction act1vit1es were undertaken 1n 1757 wh1ch were most probably necessary 

because of the structure's deteriorated condition. Ourmg those years the current water gate with 1ts 

guardhouse. the ammunition storage. the barrack in the Big Sea bastion and the commander's house were 

built In 1791 the Military State CommissiOn made an inspect ion tour of the fortification structures 1n the 

Moluccas The members proposed a number of improvements for Fort Oranje Eng neer C.F. Reimer made 

two designs for the Improvement of the tort but the plans were never executed. 

In 1795 the French revolutionary army occupied The Netherlands As an ally of France. the new Batavian 

238 Republic became involved in the war against the British 

On February 10, 1801 a Brit1sh fleet of six ships arnved at Ternate. The commander. john Hayes. demanded 

the surrender of the island but Governor Willem jacob Cranssen refused. The siege of Castle Oranje ended 

five months later when several members of the Ternate Board took the governor as the1r prisoner since 

they were more anxious about the safety of their possessions and because of their displeasure at the 

situation They surrendered on june 21. 1801 The Moluccas ISlands were returned to the Netherlands with 

the Treaty of Amiens 1n 1802. but the following year. war broke out again. 

In August 1810. the British fngate Dover docked in front of Castle Oranje and an emissary was sent 

demandmg the surrender of t he 1sland However. the governor refused . The British landed at Kayu Merah 

and took over the fort The fngate then shot at Fort Oran,e. from whence responding shots were fired 

The governor, Colonel J P Mitzman had a garrison of 150 Europeans. 350 Menadonese and 92 cannons. 

However, a potential mutiny reared its head among the Menadonese because the governor had sentenced 

two of them to death after they had lodged complaints about the bad food lienee, Mitzman decided to 

capitulate. which brought the whole northern part of the Moluccas under Brit1sh ru le Upon arnving at 

Batavia. Mitzman was sentenced to death though it was never carried out 
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The second British occupation ended and the Dutch returned in 1817 An inspection report of that time 

ment1oned that there wen? plans to provide Fort Oranje w1th a garrison of 250 infantrymen and 40 artillerists 

but such numbers were never achieved . The 19th century was a time of decline and decay for the Moluccas 

Ternate 
Stral 
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Although the city of Ternate was shaken srveral trmes by heavy earthquakes dunng the 19th Lentury. the 

strong fort did not suffer too much damage In the years 1870-1874 several reconstrucllons WNP done. 

Apparently. a I gun-ports were plastered up ar d a brg storehouse was built. whrch still exist~ today. /\round 

1916 the west wall on the lands.de and part of the adjacent bastions were demolrshed Fort Oran)e rs a 

trapez urr structure with arrow-shaped bastions in each corner and three cannons n each bastion. The fort 

has a wall made of natural stones and coral stores stuck togPther us,ng kalero (a type of lime>) The mam 

gate faces the sea anrlrs decorated by cln ornament resemb ng a crowr The wall has two layers the outer 

wall s about one meter th ck and the inner wall about 75 em thick. The encircling wall is 5 meters hrgh. 

covering and protening a number at bur dings and a large open l,eld ms de the fort On the upper part of 

the wal rs a pa·rol path wh ch connects the four bastions lmtrally. For: Oranje was I ke a lOmplete town 

enwc'ed by a high wall. nsrde was a church. officer houses. barracks arms storage and quarters for :he 

authoritres The fortrs located 1r1 the crowded center of Ternate city. and around it are the nty·s trade and 

commercal areac; 

24u The bu dings •nside Fort Oranje were then utili<ed by the mil1tary the police and the muniCipality of Tern ate 

for the agency officr The majority of rts inhabrtants had moved out to other places and more burldings 

were converted into dwellin~ places Sinrr 1998 several plans were made for the restoratran of the fort 

but the process only began in 2009. As part of the restoration the ungarnly additional strurtures and the 

heaps of waste agarnst the torts wall were removed The plan is to turn the fort rnto a museum of sprees. 
II 
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Neira , 1500 I 1511 

The Guardian of Ganda's Spice 
Monopoly 

Banda Neira, a small island belonging to the Banda Islands in the Province 

of Central Moluccas, has been we/J-known for many centuries. Since the 10th 
century Chinese traders had been doing their business in Banda, followed by the 
Arabs, long before the Europeans discovered Banda. At the time. nutmeg and 

mace hod been the most valuable trade commodities of the island. 

Initially. the Europeans used nutmeg as medicinal herbs, as spices to enhance the t aste of food. and also 

as food preservatives; they obtained the spices th rough a chain of Arab and Ch inese traders which rendered 

the price quite high. Therefore, they strongly w ished to fi nd a direct access to the source of those spices. 

The Banda people rea lized that they cou ld deliver a unique product and t hat competit ion would result in 

even higher pri ces. They were prepared to sign delivery cont racts but t hey firmly refused to give t he right 

of monopoly to any of them . 

A year after the conquest of Malacca in 1511. the Portuguese succeeded in reaching Banda, fo llowed by the 

Dutch in 1599 and the English in 1601. Inevitably, fierce compet ition took place among t he Europeans as 

each of t hem w ished to monopolize the nutmeg t rade in Banda. Each of them launched attacks against one 

another in their quest to become the supreme trader of Banda nutmeg. 
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BLOODY NUTMEG 
There was no mention at all regarding the construction of a fort. According to several writers. the 

Portuguese had a fort but abandoned it after some time. From historica l sources. it is only known that the 

Portuguese conducted their trading activities with Banda from Ambon. On july 13, 1605. Steven Verhagen 

signed an agreement on behalf of the VOC with the chiefs of Banda. Both parties agreed to protect each 

other against their enem ies. The Dutch obtained the sole right to buy nutmeg and mace. Both parties, 

however, interpreted the agreement di fferently. Del ivery to other merchants continued as usual. 

In April1608, the directors of the VOC decided that all means were permitted to gain monopoly in the trade 

of nutmeg and cloves, preferably through agreement but otherwise by force . On September 1, 1609, it was 

decided to have a fort on each of the islands that produced spices in order to guarantee that the agreements 

were obeyed. Admiral Verhoef had 15 sh ips with 1,000 men and soldiers to implement this decision. The 

fleet reached the Banda Islands in April1609 . Their arrival made the inhabitants reca ll a prophetic omen 

of an army of white and lank-haired warriors who would conquer the ir islands; the eruption of Gunung A pi 

Lontor Stroll + 
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underlined the approaching disaster. On April19. 1609, Verhoef read out to 200 chiefs of Banda and Lontor 

a letter from Prince Maurits. in which a request was made for the buildi ng of a fo rt This request was 

certa inly not welcome Verhoef. an able seaman but a bad diplomat , decided to construct the fort by fo rce. 

On April 25, 700 armed men began the construction of a fort near Kampong Ratu The site proved to be 

unsuitable. and it was decided to continue building on the remains of an old fo rt instead 

The inhabitants had no weapons to force the Dutch to stop the construct•on of the fort wh1ch was g•ven 

the name Nassau Even after Verhoef and 34 Dutchmen were killed 1n a trap the construction could not be 

stopped. The inhabitants of Banda Neira dispersed to the other islands and began a guerilla war against 

the Dutch. 

Following negotiat ions with Hoen, Verhoef successor, an agreement was reached. From then on, Banda only 

delivered nutmeg to the Dutch who were of the opinion that the agreement covered all the other iSlands 

too. However, the inhabitants of A1 Island and Run Island did not t hink so and they continued to trade with 

t he Bri t ish. In fact , the inhabitants of other islands also sold their nutmeg " illegally" to w hoever offered 247 

the highest pnce. After arriving in 1511 , Governor General Pieter Both decided to suppress the opposition 

by force. For t Nassau was strengthened and Fort Belgica was built (see Belgica) . His successor. Reijnst, 

occupied Run Island and drove away the British merchants. 

The VOC now possessed all t he nutmeg trees but had no manpower to harvest the fru its wh1ch then rotted. 

and the trade stagnated. In 1521, jan Pieterszoon Coen conducted a brutal massacre and killed almost all 

people of the ISlands Those who survived were deported and Banda became an estat e co lony; the islands 

were divided into 70 nutmeg estates where about 20-30 slaves worked in each of them The VOC leased 

those estates to its ex-employees who dec1ded to stay in Asia after finishing the1r work contract Nu tmeg 

and mace were sold to the company at a fixed price. 

Fort Nassau. also known as Waterfort. became the center of the VOC administra tion in Banda It was a 

rectangular struc ture w1th four bastions. and in the 18t h century. a hornwork was added on 1ts sea s1de 

The d1 t ch around the fort was connected to the sea. Banda was regularly struck by natural d1sasters The 

volcano Gunung Api erupted six times between 1500 and 1800. covering the is lands w ith ash and debris. 

Earthquakes and seaquakes also shook the islands. Fort Nassau was damaged several times by such nat ural 

disasters, but was always repaired accordingly. 
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Since 1795 the Dutch and British were always at war against each other. On March 3, 1796. a British warship 

arrived at Banda and demanded the surrender of the is land. Governor F. van Boeckholz refused to allow the 

Brit ish into Banda. On March 8. the whole British fleet arrived under the comma nd of rear admira l Peter 

Rainier . Several shots were fired at the British sh ips but the defense was merely symbolic, because on the 

same day the governor signed the surrender. From 1801 to 1803 a short period of peace prevailed before 

Banda was returned to the Dutch. On August 10, 1810. the British came back and took over the island aga in 

w ithout a single shot being fired . In 1817 they returned the islands to the Dutch. 

The 19'" century was an era of decay. In 1864 the forced cu lt ivation of nutmeg for the government was 

lifted. Two years later Fort Nassau was removed from the list of military fortificat ions. The buildings in the 

fort were turned into dwellings for convicts but afterwards the fort was completely abandoned. Around 

1900 the buildings on the field and the bastions and walls along the land side were demolished. and the 

stones used as building material. The ditches were fi lled. Currently, the fort is a sad example of a completely 

decayed monument. 
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THE FIVE TOWERS OF BELCiiCA 
Belgica was built to correct a mtsjudgment m the planning of Fort Nassau which was located on the 

seaside and could therefore be eastly shot at from the ht ll behind 1t m the hinterland The people of Neira 

Island who had fled to other nearby islands after the ruthless actions of the Dutch in 1609,used to launch 

guerrilla attacks From the hill they attacked the garrison in Fort Nassau with fire arrows. 

In 1611 Governor General Pieter Both decided to put an end to the irksome inconvenience by building a 

small fort on the hill named BelgiCa. A few years later, another small fort. Neira, was bui lt on top of the 

hill Around 1660. the two small forts were replaced by a redoubt named Belgica II. After a few years, it 

was decided to replace the redoubt with a much btgger fortification at the same location. The scienttst 

Rumphius was requested for advice but his design was too expensive and never implemented. 

Admtral Cornelis Speelman visited Banda in March 1667. He ordered the engineer Adriaan de Leeuw to 

make a definttive design of the fort Belgica II comprised two parts: one was a low-lying pentagonal 

250 structure wtt h bastions and a pentagonal platform inside wi t h round towers. The innermost part could be 

accessed through a wooden staircase and the main gate which led to the inner space. Most of t he vaul ts 

were interconnected by stairs or underground passages. Construction of t he fort in 1672 and 1673 were 
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conducted without encountering any problems. Leveling the rock. excavattng and the supply of building 

materials. however. made the expenditu res exceed t he budget and generat ed complaints from Batavia. 

On March 8, 1796, Banda surrendered to the Brit ish w ithou t firing a single shot. At the Peace of Ami ens in 

1701. the Moluccas Islands were ret urned to the Dutch In 1803 war was resumed but t he Bntish occup1ed 

the island in 1810: again with no shooting In 1817 the British returned the fort to the Dutch . 

The f ort was improved in the middle of the 18'h century. during wh1ch the commander's dwelling and the 

small church were most probably bu il t. Belg tca became one of the most 1mportant forts tn Banda Islan d. 

It was also t he most solid fo rt as it was. unlike Fort OranJe. never seriously damaged by earthquakes and 

volcanic erupt ions. At the time there were 400 soldiers in the fort w ith 58 cannons. The actual number of 

soldiers was often much less. In 1750 there were one l1eutenant. four corporals ard 21 sol diers 
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The obi gation for the people to cultivat e nut meg for the ~overnment was revoked in 1864 making Belg,ca 

lose 1ts function as "guardian" of the sp1ce monopoly. The fort remained utilized but the m11itary moved 

out to a camp 

The most formidable physical attack against Belgica was not caused by wars Ass ist an t Res1dent Van 

Ha!>~elt (1896-1902) was informeLI lJy t11e mili t ary LUrnrnanLier thai 1 hP fort shou ld not draw too much 

attent ion to f ore1~n enem1es. Th1s was interp reted by the overzealous offic ial as an order to demoli sh 

the fort s five towers but wh1ch could not be entirely accomplished due to the very so d structure . It was 

later known that the unclear informat1on actual y perta,ned to the de mol ·tion of the a ready scrapped Fort 

OranJe 

Belg1ca·s towers had always been the pride of the ISland's mhabitants. In rhe1r opin,on. the 1mpruden~ 

demol t1on marked the beginmng of t he isrand's decline However a most unexpected solution came up 

when several inhabi tan ts won a big lott ery which enabled Bandasche Belangen. a civil assoc1ation. to rebuild 

the towers in 1935. In 1991 t he fort was repaired w1th support from jakarta 753 
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Fort Amsterdam 
Ambon, 1636 

The Mansion of a Botanist 

In the town of Hitu on Ambon Island. port of the Central Moluccas Regency. Fort 

Amsterdam is located among clove plantations graced with a beautiful beach. 
The fort con be reached in two hours by cor from Ambon. whereas by air from the 
city 's Pottimura Airport it takes one hour. 

At present. lhe surroundin15 env1ronment IS a coastal vill age n the nor th stre tches the sea of Seram and 

in the south are h ' plan tat ons interspersed wit h pieces of agmultural land owned by the ocal peop:e. 

However. the dommarmg feature tha t surrounds the fort is a settlement which IS growing steadily due 

to the area·s f avorable condit1on and the availabili ty of relatively good transportatoon fac t1es and 

1nfrastruct.Hes. 

The present cond:tiOn may well d1ffer great iy from when t he fort was being built In 1633 chief merchant 

Dllens demolished the VOC tradP post in Hila and bu1ot a stone redoubt w1th a wooden fence around 1t In 

1644 the redoubt was damaged by an earthquake. 
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In 1648 Cornelis de Vlam ing enlarged the redoubt and built a stone parapet with two bastions arou nd rt. 

The blockhouse comprised three f loors; the first floo r was designated as a store room for foodstuffs and 

ammunition: on the second floor shooting holes were made in the walls . w hile in the uppermost floo r was 

an open platform encircled by a parapet constructed under a high pointed roof. A memorial stone was placed 

1n the wa ll bearing the name of de Vlaming. The garrison comprised 40 sold iers under t he command of a 

sergeant. and the fort was armed with 16 cannons. Fort Amsterdam was an excellent example of t he small 

blockhouses that were built by the VOC not only in the Moluccas but also in Formosa (Taiwan), for example. 

The blockhouses in the Moluccas served as trade posts as well as to keep an eye on smuggling activities. 

The German Georg Eberhard Rumphius (1627-1702) went t o Asra in 1662 as a midshipman of the VOC After 

a short stay in Batavia he was sent to Ambon and was promoted to engineer in 1555 Two years later he 

transferred to the VOC's civil service and was stationed as assrstant merchant in Larike on the southwest coast 

of Hitu. After promotion to merchant and ch ief of the entire coast of Hitu . he was stationed in Fort Amsterdam 

in 1552 He remained rn that function until 1n 1570 when he became blind within a few months Due to his 

service and work. the company accorded him a post rn the city of Ambon while keeprng his rank and salary. 
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GEORGE EBERHARD RUMPHIUS 1627- 1702 

The man originally known as Rumpf was a German-born botanist and is best known for his 

authorship of Het Amboinsche kru idboek or Herbarium Amboinense. a cata logue of Ambon Island 's 

plants. published posthumously in 1741. The work covers 1.200 species. 930 w 1th defin te species 

names. and another 140 identified to genus level. He provided 

illustrations and descriptions for the nomenclature type of 350 

plants. and his material contributed to the later development 

of the binomial SCientific classification by Linnaeus. H1s book 

provided the basis for all future study of the Moluccas f lora 

and his work is still referred to nowadays. Despite the distance 

he was in communicat ion with scientists in Europe was 

a member of a sc ientific society in Vienna. and even sent a 

collect ion of Moluccan sea shells to the Medici in Tuscany. 

'211 
1 J',tr.JIJOIIOI Rt,mr;r·u,~ orntcd by Jacob Lc-•crrt6«6l 

B es1de~ his daily rouline work for the VOC Rumphius spent h1s t 1me studying all the plants and ani mals 

of the Moluccas. for wh1ch he rece1ved many compliment s and much encouragement from h1s super•ors 

In hi~ study he wac; g'ven great support by the governor generals 1n Bat avia and also by the VOC d1rectors 

1n the Netherlands the Gentlemen of XVII sent him many boo1<s from Holland to Ambon Rumphius also 

conduCied an exrens1ve correspondence with several scientists and other em inert persons in Europe After 

he became hlmd he continued h1c; works asststed by h s son, Paul August. The company provided h'm w1 th 

a draftsman and copy1sts who helped h1m finish hts work 

lr the mornmg of February 17. 1674 Ambo'l and the 11earby islands were struck by a heavy earthquake 

to owen by a tstmam1 Thr City of .ll.mhon was heav1ly damaged ard among the victlr'lS were the wife 

ard daughter of Rumph1us After the earthquake shook Hila tne soldiers ir. H Ia ran ou~ of the fo·t to 

t'le oper soau~ where tt1ey thougrt 1l would be safer ;1owever. a few min~tes late· a ravag1rg tsunan' 

w,!'pt ilcrosc; ~h£1 coast the wave •eached the roo• of blockhouse Ar'lsterdam. cr~shmg dowr ;;real parto, 

of the br ckwork The ca.,nons were wrenched tron the1r mcuntmgs and hur1ed arourd SomP so dierc; 

rnd'taged to estJpe the ca a•n1tV !J~tause tney dt-tched to th" canrons with thetr arms and l<:>gs. whtle 



the water rolled them several times Tht> houses around the fort and 1n the v•lla~es were wiped away. In 

that morning 1461 people lost the1r l1ves; of the 40 garrison soldters, 28 pt>rished. Rummpius passed away 

1n 1702 H s most tmportant works. Het Amboinsche KrUtdboek and D'Amboinsche Raritettkamer. were 

published posthumously 

During the Batt•e of Pattimura tn 1817 Fort Ar1sterdam was attacked but net conquered, before being 

abandoned and dismantled in 1863. Nevertheless the local authorit ies were instructed to matntain the 

butlding so it could be utiltzed agatn n the event of a rebellion. In 1869 the fort was definitely removed from 

the list of fortificattons. 

A MASSIVE BLOCI<HOUSE 

Fort Amsterdam is a three-storey build tn~ with a sentry box on the top of the roof. On the ~round floo r is 

a prisor and ammunttion storage The bulldtng, which is actually a blockhouse. measures 16 x 16 wtth a 47 

em thick wall. The room tnside measures 4.57 x 5.3 m The main door is in the east wall. and on each side 

are severa. windows 

fhe greater part of t11e structurr IS made ot stones has two floors and complemented by a parapet. a wall 

with a patrol path on the top wtth a pomted roof wh1ch has now disappeared -:-here is a stone carved lhlth 

the name of the blockhouse and t he coat of arms of De Vlam1n~. 

The fort IS encircled by a quadrangular-shaped wall measuring 52 x 52 rn: there are remnants of the 

foundation that once supported the structure and fence. measuring 57 x 35 m There are two basttons 

located 1n tt'!e north east carne• and -he south west corner wt'!ich faces the sea The matn gate IS in the east 

~de and there are two small gates in t he north and south sides, where the door leaves have disappeared. 

Followtng il tt'!orough restoratton Fort Amsterdam was re·opened on Octoner 18. 1994 wttll a grand 

ceremony. Parts of the encirLiim; wall and bastions were plastered wtth cement. The supporttng beams on 

the second and third floors were realalec.l by concrete covered wtth wooden planks on the outside Parts of 

tre stairrase and the flooring wrre repluced by new wooden elements Currently the buildtn~ has a steel 

roof The door and w ndo.,, leaves were r~lc;:J repldced bv new wooden ones. Tre wal has been piJ~te,ed by 

cement and patr'ted 1'Vr te Dr the upper part of tnr no·th door '1 the srrond fi:Jo• ts a plaquE' bpa• 'lg tt'!e 

ndrr'e 1\rnstPrdam 
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ARCHITECTURAL PERSPECTIVE 

OF FORTS IN INDONESIA 

Scattered across numerous islands of the Indonesian archipelago, there 

ore 422 forts found as the result of 'Inventory and Identification of Forts in 
Indonesia ', a research project realized between 2007-2070 by the Indonesia 
Architecture Documentation Centre by commission of the Ministry of Culture 

and Tourism, with co-sponsorship by the Government of the Royal Kingdom 

of the Netherlands. 

INTRODUCTION 
In broad terms, the forts can be classified int o two categories 126 of the 442 fortified structures are 

cons idered as a cultural legacy of ethnical or indigenous native accomplishment and listed as benteng 

Nusantara, whi le the rest are the vanous types of fort s which were built as a f oreign cu ltura l man ifestation 

or benteng kolon1al. 

Nusantara (meanmg ntra ISlands) is the ancient co llective name of t he archipelago scattered from the 

Indian Ocean to t he Pacific. when t he grea t Malay cu lture f lounshed between t he 8th and 14th century and 

formed a linkage of cultural ent it ies. Indonesia is the modern name inve nted in the late 19t h century to 

denote a polit ica l administrat ive reg ion, t hen also know n as the Nederlands lndre 
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Benteng is the general terminology for forts or fort1fied structures in the Indonesian language It may 

describe a range of the various types of defendable buildings or settlements which could be in the form 

of a massive earth mound indigenously built by the various local ethnic communities. or it could refer 

to the legacy of western type of forts such as factorij (trade office) and kasteel (castle) which the VOC 

(Dutch United East India Trading Company) had built between the 16th and 19th century Fort also denotes 

pillboxes and bunkers of the 20th century when the tens1on of the comtng World War II increased and 

caused a hectic need in the threatened Dutch party, as well as 1n the japanese forces that occup1ed the 

islands and had to bu1ld such defens1ve fortification build1ngs 

By tradition in severa1 languages of the world, those structures have d1 fferent names accordtng to their 

function. type, location. period. size. form and construct1on technique. and names for their specific 

architectural elements To highlight a selection of those forts from the architecture product angle may 

enhance appreciation of how past generations of our forefathers made efforts to settle political and armed 

conflicts by building fortif;ed settlements which have become shared cultural heritage in the present day. 

In the case of Indonesia the forts are regarded as part of a shared cultural heritage mostly with the 

Netherlands. but also with Portugal. England and japan. The forts with their individual architectural 

identities not only have their respective fu nctional qualities but also have aesthetic value 1n terms of 

establishing a definite comb1nation of man made structures and their natural envtronmentallandscapes. 

They can give prim•t1ve or vernacular impressions but also be harmonious in the context of their natural 

surroundings. such as the earth mounds built as part of an 1ndigenous defense system. 

Or they can express a strong and dominant contrast showing off strength to those who dare to oppose. 

such as the various types of forts designed and built based on the western traditional roots It should be 

noted that the vartous types of defense structures which were built between the 16th and 18th century 

were of the Rena1ssance era in Europe. an era in which European culture resurrected classical cultures of 

Greece and Rome. Th1s was a time in whtch a castrum (a military camp and toponym of the word castle') 

followed the Vitruvius doctrine of Firmitas. Utilitas Venustas (strong. useful, and pleasing) in their destgn . 

The ruropean fort builders overseas mtght have directly or Indirectly implemented such concepts but were 

faced by const raints to adjust to the local conditions of climate and availabili ty of building materials. or 

even for the sake of upholding territorial political dominance. Hence the product of such creation could be 

a simplified or an innovative version of those fortificatton structures found in Europe 
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THE NUSANTARA FORTS 
From the total number of the Nusantara Forts found so far. only two were built prior to the 16th century. 

in which physical traces could only be studied from remnants of their foundations, while their architectural 

depict ions must sti l be investigated through archaeological research 

Indonesia consists of more than 300 ethnic communities. each with its respective pattern concerning the 

setting and arrangement of settlement. Essentially. the building of defense structures was an integral 

part of the construction of housing in which Indonesia is well known for its nch variety of traditional house 

styles It was not unusual to ensemble the dwellings 1n such a way that they could be defendable from 

intruders by encircling their settlement wi th a protective mound and surrounding it wi th heavy plants. and 

somet imes wit h a hidden or secret entrance. Likewise in their planning designs. those settlements followed 

the common procedures of com bin ng them with symbolic geomancy or cosmology. It can be concluded 

tha t of the remaining native forts built between 16'" and the 2Q'h century. there is signi ficant vanety and 

diversity in the1r architecture. In many cases, the architecture of a Nusantara benteng emphasizes safety 

infrastructure rather than shelter st ructure. They can be geographically located deep in the mainland, on 265 

the plain lands the coast. or nearby a river, and with a visual ly vernacular character. 



266 

Benteng Tujuh Lapis (meaning Seven Layers Fort) is a good example of a Nusantara Fort. The site was 

cleared during archaeological excavation several decades ago at a river bank area of the upper Rokan River. 

It is located in the Province of R1au on the west side of central Sumatera 

Accordmg ~o local in formation , the Seven Layers Fort was built 1n 1835 by Tuanku Tambusa 1, a promment 

fo llower of Tuanku Imam Bonjol. who was one of the heroic leaders rising up against colonial powers during 

the Padri War (1828 183S). 

The wall was actually layers of heaped soil forming a terraced dike and fenced with bamboo and wood piles. 

A 3 m wide ditch was made along three s1 des of the fort The highest clearance was used as homesteads 

and regarded as the last stronghold of their defensive act1ons. Today, the layers of dikes and ditches are 

cleared and on the highest level of the mound villagers descended from the fort builders still hve there. 

Various Nusantara Forts can be found in a more urban1zed setting with a palace of the chief or the sultan. 

and housing for h1s subjects. The quality of the built fo rm of such forts can be just a wall of orgamc material 

such as wood and coral stones, or made of inorganic bui lding material such as soil, bricks. and natural 

stones The construction of such structures applied a more sophisticated building technique compared 

with the simple or conventional rural defense system 
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Such forts may have different historical reasons for the1r existence They could be primarily for self­

protection of the commun ty, or they were butlt under pressure by respective local el te powers who were 

involved in conflicts with the colonial rulers. 

The classification of the Nusantara forts based on their physical state indicates that 20% are still intact as 

active monuments. or in active use The forts in this category must strive to find ways of surviving. Whereas 

the remaining majority are visually in ruins. and become objects of interest for archaeological researchers. 

One of the largest nat1ve forts. Benteng Walia in Buton Island. South West Sulawesi. is a fine example 

for illustration. Wthm the circumference of its defenstve wall. the fort complex still functions as a clan 

settlement wtlh the sultan palace at the centre. 

Buton Stra1t 
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During Sultan La Elangi IV's reign (1578-1615), the Sultan not only built Fort Walia but also Surawolio I and 

5urawolio lim the VICinity of what is now known as Bau-bau City. All three forts took the Islamic cosmology 

approach (AI Tauhid) in their des1gn and it is believed that the fort builders were inspired by the 'AI Qasr' 

forts n the Middle East Technically speaking, al walls of these forts were made of stone pllmg w1th l1me 

as adhesive. n the Fort Walia compound beside the sultan palace there is a mosque. cemetery. the adat 

(traditional custom) meeting hall and the market In the secondary forts of Surawolio I and Surawo1 o II, a 

prayer ha and traces of certain symbolic 1slam1c decorat1ons were complementary architectural elements. 

FROM TRACES OF VITRUVIUS DOCTRINE TO MODERN WARFARE. 

The arnval of sp1ce traders to Maluku (the Moluccas). espec1ally from Europe. began w1th the Portuguese in 

1512, followed by the Dutch in 1605 which succeeded in drivmg away the Portuguese from their forts by siege 

Between 1605 and 1612 the Dutch constructed several buildings for defence in select strategic small1slands in 

the Moluccas and its neighbonng lands. The VOC made Ambon their mam factorij or trading post. They built a 

modest fort by using a combination of solid walls made of stones and bricks brought from Holland as part of 

the ballast of their ships. and used local building materials for constructing the store houses. 
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In 1618. the VOC succeeded in sh1fting their t rad ing center to java by first acquiring a piece of land at the 

mortuary of Ciliwung River and building a small fort called Mauritius. In later years, they constructed a b1g 

fort or kasteel called Batav1a. From this castle, the central seat of VOC power. they expanded territory to 

become the walled c1ty of Batavia wh1ch was maugurated in 1&19 by ).P Coen. the VOC s Governor General 

From the pomt of v1ew of ts arch tecture. the abovementioned Factorij 1n Ambon and Kastee of Batavia 

can only be traced through old drawmgs since those two bu dings are no longer m ex1stence But the old 

drawings can tell the s1gn ficance of the VOC's contr•bution to the history of fort architecture in lndones1a 

The listed colonial forts wh,ch total 286 in the 'Inventory and Identification· project, can be evaluated 

according to the period when they were built First. the period between 16th and 18th century when spice 

trading reached its zen1th m certam Eastern Indonesia 1slands where the VOC and other spiced traders 

operated. They bu1lt forts in Ambon. Ternate Tidore. Banda. Halmahera and more (96 in total. excludmg 

those in the Lesser Sunda Islands and Papua) 

Second the penod of the 19th century and early 20th century when forts were created as a political strategy 

of military control, namely for safeguarding or as a regional control network. Control of the trad ng and 

transportation route of agricultural commod1ty products as enforced by the Netherland East India colonial 
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administration was a pnority Such forts are found in java and n others major islands of the country {A 

total of 65 in java, Sumatera Kalimantan and Sulawesi. otherwise known as the Greater Sunda Islands). 

Third and last. the structures for defense built in the crucial penod of 1935 to 1945. Those are new types 

of defence system and can be witnessed in many strategic islands in Indonesia to anticipate modern 

warfare during the Second World War tension During that crucial period, both the Dutch and the japanese 

left behind pillboxes or bunkers scattered on coastal areas or hills with strategic locations throughout the 

archipelago. {The accumulative number throughout the whole archipelago based on the sampling method 

comes to a total of 135). 
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The s1mpler types of bUi ldings for defens1ve purposes were the blockhouses. and many examples of 

redoubts can be found m Maluku and other regions. 

1.73 
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The invention of new weapons. especially the cannons of the 18th century n Europe. made the foreign 

rulers in the archipelag:J also change the designing of buildings for defens1ve proposes. First they built 

Middle Age-type forts with round towers. then ramparts with bastions. 

Entering the 19th century until the end of World War II 1n 1863 the Netherlands East India government 

made a list of the state-owned permanent forts (made of stones or bricks walls), commg to a total number 

of 143. It consisted of two categories respectively 137 forts to defend against armed native opponents, 

and 6 forts against European enem1es. The forts were designed as massive polygonal buildings with a 

large inner court for practice. The1r size could accommodate from 30 to 200 military personnel Smaller 

types of permanent defense structures were the pillboxes. bunkers and caves in accordance with the new 

defensive strategy In add tion the Indonesian archipelago had structures which were the product of the 

short japanese occupation period between 1942 -1945 
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CONCLUDING NOTES 

Archt tecturally speaking, the eas1est way to appreciate the legacy of forts as found tn the Indonesian 

archipelago is through those which are still intact. tn use, or in well maintained condition. Of the 442 forts 

found today. less than 100 really fulfill such criteria. 

Based on the1r architectural form, there are two categories of forts: the typical native or indigenous 

fortification works, and those various types which were introduced through foreign (mostly European) 

cultural assimilation. To keep these forts as active monuments sustainable for the future, great effort 

must still to be made. in which their socio-cultural. economical and SCientific s1gn1ficance must be further 

stud1ed or revealed 

One can learn about the changes and different shapes of the forts' ground plans or about their structure 

and construction. and even study the connection between the1r function and form. 

From the architectural point of view. forts can be regarded as creating space and places for their users or 275 

occupants. and as such might leave certain artistic or architectural touches in making forts as their habitat. 

So far. however, we know more about the background story behind why those forts came to existence 

rather than their aesthetic qualities 

Visually. the physical remains of the forts wh1ch the project has listed are not able to inform the public 

about their architectural beauty. Efforts are being made to make a deeper appreciation of their aesthetic 

value. also in connection to what these forts may mean to the1r communities, towns or cities and their 

prospective or potential goals for enhancing local heritage tounsm . 





Fortscape A New Horizon 
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Forts, the Legacy of a Turbulent 
History 

Indonesia, the great archipelago, is obviously a unique country. The 
magic and wealth of its nature, particularly the Spice Islands in the 
east, are a great attraction to explorers of all kinds. Beginning in the 
early 76th century, the Portuguese were first to arrive, followed by 
the Spanish, Dutch and the British; all made their presence felt in 
the south east Asia, including by fighting each other. In those days, 
there was continuous war in Europe and several of these countries 
transferred their conflicts to the Indonesian archipelago. Each 
country tried to acquire a monopoly in the spice trade; it was all 
about nutmeg and cloves. 

In the Netherlands after the establishment of the Verenigde Oost - lndische Compagnie (VOC) in 1602. the 

presence of the Dutch in the lndonestan archipelago began to grow in sign tficance. About a century earlter 

the Portuguese had first set foot in Asia and were busily engaged tn trade But. like the Portuguese the 

VOC did not hesitate to use mili tary force to secure thetr tnterests. 
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In 1799 the VOC went bankrupt and the end was nigh fo r this large trading company, which acted as a local 

ruler n parts of the Indonesian archipelago (N usantara). After a short interlude of Bnt tsh ru le (1 811 -16) the 

Kingdom of the Netherlands took over Numerous forts were built . but no longer to serve only commercial 

purposes At the beginnmg of the 20' century japan was a rising Asian power while in Europe World War I 

broke out. followed by the threat of World War II: this stimulated the construction of new types of defense 

st ructures In modern warfare static forts of old were out of fashton and t he new defense structures were 

more spread out. with various bunkers both big and small were built as regional defense systems The large 

number of varied forts and defense structures are the legacy of the turbulent (war) history of Indonesia 

from centuries past. 

FORTS, THE PRESENT CONDITION 

Nowadays, we regard forts as relics of a violent past; they are spread across Indonesia Sometimes, forts are 

larger structures and a compilation of several butldings: there are also smaller ones as solitary landmarks tn 
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the landscape. In many cases. only ruin s or just a few rock piles in a land scape remain . Locations of former 

fortifications that have completely disappeared are called archaeological sr tes. 

Some smaller fort structures are restored to a few meters above ground level and access paths are 

constructed forvisrtors, as rn the Goronta lo reg ion (Sulawesi). Other forts are very large and small townships 

in their own right. like Fort Vredeburg rn Yogyakarta or Fort Rotterdam in Makassar 

Many forts have long since disappeared from the map and been demolished. like the former headquarters of 

the VOC in Batavia Oakarta Kota, Benteng) or more recently Fort Vastenburg in Solo: or they were destroyed 

during war. like Fort Amsterdam in Manado which was bombed by the Allies in World War II 

Most of the remaining forts and buildings are no longer in military use. but those tha t still are (e.g .. Fort 

Nieuw Victorra in Ambon) no longer function as defensible structures. but more as compounds with barracks 

(tangsi). mtlitary equipment storage and military housing 
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A NEW FUTURE FOR OLD FORTS 
Recently. a forts 1dent1fication- and inventory program was conducted by the Indonesian ~overnment and a 

large number of forts are p1aced now on the national and regionall1sts of monuments 

Various Indonesian cities and regions implemented an inventory pro~ram concernmg the architectural 

monuments. H1stonc build ings like forts are a part of scenery in many lndones1an Cities. though inhabitants 

are not always aware of the1r significance. 

When the histor ic buildings withm the walls of Fort Vastenburg were suddenly removed as a resul t of 

demolition. it caused a big commotion among the inhabitants and media. raising the subject of how to deal 

with historic buildmgs. 

Another example IS Fort Rotterdam in Makassar. on the northern end of the boulevard (promenade) 

the fort is an important landmark the city of Makassar. When you thmk of Makassar you think of 1ts 

waterfron t by the old fort. It is mLch more than a tourist attraction. it has emotional va lue and great 283 

economic sign1 fi cance. 



Some of the larger forts are already in use for other purposes. often unplanned and ad hoc Sometimes. 

with great respect for the cultural histone uniqueness, the new function is carefully combmed with the 

conservation of the building (e. g. Fort Oranje m Ternate. Fort Vredeburg 1n Yogyakarta and Fort Rotterdam 

in Makassar) Sometimes one wonders whether there is sufficient respect for heritage character and f the 

new functions of the forts are the right choice (e.g. rort van der Wijck. Gombong). 

Protecting architectural heritage such as fo rts has immediate consequences on the allocat ion and use 

of buildings. Furthermore, the protected status of architectural heritage should be part of an urban 

development plan for the area The physical and functional qualit1es of the bu1ldings 1n the adjacent 

ne1ghborhood are Important as well: as are the quality and layout of the environment at the site. 

FORTS AND ENVIRONMENT, SOME EXAMPLES OUTSIDE INDONESIA 

All around the world there are interestmg examples of fortifications which have been restored. Often 

these restora tions are financed by the government. and the former forts become museums or other social-

284 cultura l functions. This can be expensive. because it means a contmuous flow of public money which is 

needed to guarantee the existence of the new function of the fort Eventually, this becomes unsustainable 

and it is not possible to g1ve cultural functions to all historic buildings, there is no urgency and i t wou ld be 

economically unfeasible. 

Fru1 tfu l econom1c exploitation of forts is not easy and there are no standard solutions available The 

opportunities and possibili ties for reusing torts depends on numerous factors . The geographiC locat1on of 

the fort plays an important role as a dense urban environment or isolation in the rural countryside makes 

a world of difference The physical condition IS also significant but this may be corrected by renovation . 

Awareness of preservmg orig1nal1ty supersedes complete reconstruction of an old buildmg. 

Of course reuse of forts and fortifications is not a spec1fic Indonesian issue: everywhere 1n the world one IS 

confronted w1th 1t In bnef. we will pay attention to some examples regarding the use of old forts elsewhere 

in the world. 

In the ll'hcentury, there were two Dutch trading companies. the VOC (Vereenigde Oost- lndische Compagn ie) 

in the Indian Ocean and the WIC (West lndische Compagnie) in the Atlantic Ocean. The city currently known 

as New York in the USA was fo rmerly known and established by the WIC as Nieuw Amsterdam In the 

Caribbean area. the WIC settled on several islands. currently known as the Netherlands Anti lles 
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On the Caribbean island of Curacao. one may still find historic buildings and the remains of many forts . The 

cap1tal of Curacao is Willemstad, and the historic part of the town is recogn1zed as a UNESCO World Heritage 

site. The h1storic forts along the waterfront such as Fort Amsterdam (1635). Waterford (1826) and Rif lort 

(1828) have lost their military significance. but they now host different econom1c-admin1strat1ve functions 

Vis1ttng the Rif Fort and Waterford, one finds lots of trendy shops, restaurants and cafes The buildings of 

the central government are situated in Fort Amsterdam. and the old church can also be found here . These 

forts highlight the var1ous waterfronts of the old Willems tad town . 

Behind and around the forts, the historic city is laid out Annually. hundreds of thousands of tourists visi t 

the island w ith 1ts rich hentage from the past it is very important for the economic wealth of Curacao and 1ts 

inhabitants 
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Another example IS located in the Nether1ands. namely the anoent city of 's-Hertogenbosch. the cap1tal 

of the southern province Brabant The citadel fort m s-Hertogenbosch IS situated w1thm walking distance 

of the city center. Th1s fort was built between 1637 and 1645. Like others this fort also lost its military 

function and remained empty for a long time After a restoration between 1983 and 1985. the citadel was 

rev,ved and now is home to the Historical Information Centre of the province Brabant and a d1gital arch1ve 

on the Internet. The archive also contains a library where histoncal books are stored There are facilities for 

interested visitors to study the books or consult the archive material. They have a small museum. and a 

number of historic artifacts are on display at the various showcases 

CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES OF FORTS IN INDONESIA 

For a topic like this one can devote a maJOr study or writ tng a booK as t IS a multi-d1scipl nary subject 

that includes cultural and htstonca values population density and re1ated socio demographiC data. The 

gE?ographic access to the 1ntended area and the r'tral or urban location of a fort plays a key role Bestdes 

that. often there is no clarity about the ownershtp of a fort The embedding. use and mportance of a fort 

in ~overnmental urban and regional planning is a necessary condition. 

One w1ll understand that we may only focus on a lim ted number of forts and to use our 1magmation 

ind cat ng the opportunities and potenttals. By doing th1s, we hope to contribute to the discuss.on about 
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the use of fo rts and structures. Forts are more than museum pieces: their contribution to the society and 

its environme nt are unique, which will prove beneficial for t he economy as well 

FORT WILLEM II IN UNGARAN 

Fort Willem II rn Ungaran (Central java) 1s in a poor state of repair and has long been empty Above the 

entrance of th1s compact buildtng with a small courtyard is marked the year 1786. Obviously it is a landmark 

located on the matn road south of Semarang. However, Fort Willem II has been neglected although some 

vis1tors v1sit the fort. The fort was evacuated tn 2007 by the police families who lived there and Kabupaten 

Semarang reserved a budget to renovate the fort. but troubling issues about the ownership of the compound 

blocked this initiative The fort received serious interest from the commun1Ly and in june 2010 a four day 

art festival was organ1zed. consistrng of theater. dance. music. photography and painting exhibitions and 

other performances. Due to this event. for a wh le Fort Willem II became a spontaneous center of culture, a 

meeting potnt for part1c1pants. artists and VISitors. f such usage of the fort is consistent and co1ncides with 

the ideas and wishes of the government and society t m1ght be an excellent new function for this former 

fort, even though the spatia l possibilities are limited 787 



288 Other possible funct1ons include a publ1c access1b e arch ve combtned w1th an ofhce. or a sma heritage 

hotel. It would be pos1t1ve. as the building structure would b€' kept accessible to interested visitors 

Fort W1llem II offers many opportunities for reuse Without losmg its structure and character. The future of the 

fort should be anchored by putting it on the list of cultural monuments. and the destination of the fort should 

be defined in a regional development plan. Hopefully the st ruggles over the ownership will be resolved soon 

FORT ROTTERDAM 
Fort Rotterdam tn Makassar (Sulawesi), was destroyed and rebur't by the VOC in the mid 17' century, and it 

s around thrs fort that Makassar city development began. For centuries the fort was situated by the sea 

rn an open enVIronmental layout; a walled stronghold surrounded by moats at the south. east and north 

sides 

In the late colonial period (1940) the city council of Makassar decided to create a development plan for 

the sea promenade and appornted Fort Rotterdam as a subject of cultural heritage and a landmark 1n the 

urban envrronment. In the last decades of the twentreth century, the urban environment surrounding the 

fortress changed. At the south. east and north sides arose several public buildings and offices. includ1ng a 

spontaneous residentra, settlement directly obstructing d1splay of the eastern wa1 



Fort Rotterdam IS used as the cul tural centre of the Makassar reg1on Bes1des a tounst destinat1on it 

IS also the venue of severa1 activ•t1es such as student meet ngs or semmars. venue for severa1 courses. 

exhibitions (Museum La Gahgo) and cultural festivals. The fort is now used by government offic1als. the 

communit y and organizations. 

The recent (and ongoing) renovation and revitalization of the fort 1s a challenge for reconsidering the urban 

situation as well. We suggest the creation of an integral urban-economic revi talizat ion plan, w ith lhe 

aim of rea lizing a better. so li tary manifestation for Fort Rotterdam in 1ls urban environment. which will 

reinforce the 1dent1ty of Makassar as an historically important coastal ci ty again 
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Glossary 



Alley way. platform between two walls (alley) as foot path on the 

top of a wall of a fortificatiOn. 

Baluwarti, outer city wal of c ty m Central java 

... 

Barbican, an advance work protecting t he gates of a town or a 

castle or the aoproaches to a bridge 

Bartizan, a turret proJerting from the top of a tower or a wall 

Barrack building a buildmg used to accommodate temporary 

people or m1 1tary personnel 

Bastion, a work wh1ch projects from the main wall of a fort and 

IS shaped 1n the form of a pentagon as developed by Italian 

eng1neers. 

~ 

Battery, 1rstallation place for cannons somet1mes built as small 

ndependent defense structures 

Battlement. a parapet With open spaces built on top a< a wall and 

use tor defense or decoration. 

Block house, small eas11y defended bJildm~ or struc~ure of heavy 

··mbers used as a fort hav1ng open1ngs through wh ch weapons are 

fired can also function as an observation post 

Bunker, a fort fied shelter or chamber often of reinforced concrete 

that is largerly built below ground and provided with openin~s for 

guns 
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Cannon, a large gun cons1stmg of an 1ron tube or a heavy artillery 

maul"ted on a carriage or wheels or on a rot at ng supportmg shaft 

Caponniere, sheltered passa~e across the d tch prov1d1ng 

add1tiona flanking fire for the ditch 

Casemate, a vaulted chaber w1th a finng port usually !let w ithin 

a rampart of a work from which art1llery can be fired under 

protect1on 

Castle, a large fortified bu11ding or a complex of buildings, usually 

with tall sol1d walls, batlements and a permanent ~arnson. 

.. 

Cepuri, mner r ty wall of city m Central java 

Citadel a fort formmg part of the defences of a town and fort1fied 

both towards the town towards the country 

City wall, a rectangu ar area enc osed by a fort1firat1on wall w1th 

bastions at regu ar intervals The two baStions at each corner 

ex·end slightly outside the line of the fort ficat•ons to prov1de a 

better vision on the surroundin~ countryside and along the 1ength 

of the wall. (Simon Stevin ·s Ideo/ Scheme for a CJty) 

Command The vertical e evat1on denoting ~he he1~ht of · he crest 

o' the parapet wh1ch g1ves a dom1nant 1mpression of the work 

Cordon , a sem1 wcular prOJection of masonry placed near the top 

of a wall to throw off the dr·p of ram and also act as an obstacle 

to esLalade 

Counterguard a narrow detached rampart immediately in front 

of an mportant work that prevents it from be1ng breached or 

function as a reserve defense. 

Counterscarp. the exterior of the d1tch below the covered way and 

glaCIS. 

Covered Way pedestnan way on the outer edge of a d•trh 

protected by a parapet 

Crenelle the gap in an embrasure through wh•ch weapons are 

fired. the spaces between merion. 

Curtain, fort wall between two bast1ons 

Demibastion . a two Sided fortification that cons1sts of a 
wall facing forward and a wall facing a flank 

Demilune, an out work resembling a bast1on w•th a crescent 
shaped gorge 

Ditch. the excavatiOn 1n front of a rampart or surroundmg defensive 

work, 1t may be wet or dry 



Drawbridge, a bridge that IS hinged at one end or 1n the m1ddle 

and can be lif ted to cut oft access to a place or allow someth1ng to 

pass beneath t 

Embrasure, an opening in a parapet allowing artillery to fire 

through. 

I II II I 1n 

merion loop 

Escarp, the inner wall of a d1trh below the rampart 

Face front side of bast1on. facin'l the outer side 

Flank. back s1de of bast1on. makes a corner w1th curtain 

Fort, t1 strong or fort1fied place strat egically located. occup ied by 

troops and mainta.ned for defence. built s'ructurally w' th rampart. 

parapet and the lllacis and proviced with embrasures and ·raverse 

It allows troops to be oosted as a first line of defence 

Ourrng the nit1al per od of VOC settleMent , accommodai:ion 

requirements were simple ard pragmatic Fortified trad1ng 

stations were built accordrng to the rules of m ili t ary archrtecture. 

In addition sufficient building space for merchants and thei r 

COIT'rnerc1a aom1nistrat1on. warehouses to store merchand,se. 

a church. a hospital and of course housing for military garr1son. 

including a munitions store were required (Cor Posschier. the Post 
m the Present Architecture m Indonesia) 

Fortification , the art or pract1ce of strrngthening or creating 

defences by buildrng a wall. d1tch or rampart built in order to 

strengthen a place defences that can be defended 

Field fortification, a tE'mporary defense W::lrk rntended to exist for 

a short limited period Often constructed in the greatest hurry and 

somet1mes in the presence of the enemy 

Foreworl<, part of a defense structure 1n front of the ma1n rampart 

Glacis, The earth on the country s1deatr thyE' ditch sloping 

outwards from the parapet of the covered wayto expose enemy 

attack.ng the work 

Ground sill the honzontal piece that form the lowest leve 

member of a frame work of supporting structure. 

Hornworl<, (1) A work to defend a point. such as br dge. and 

cons1st1ng of a bast onl'd front with two flanks extend1ng back to 

and obstacre (2) A work composing two half-bastions and a curtarn. 

w1th two 1ong sides. para llel ng the f aces of rave lins or bast1ons 

so as to be defended by them. (3) a frpestanding quadri lateral 

fortification provid1ng fri?P in front of a Vauban penod fort ress. 

' I 

rave lin 

Jaeang. ad tch or moat ot crty wall in Central Java 

l<eep. the st ronghold or resident ial part cf a last e by ex~ens on 

an rndependent se lf defensible structure Within a fort. 

Loop, an openrng in the parapet of a fortr flcation or of an 

embrasure 

Martello tower. a fort rn the form of a small circular tower especially 

one built on the coast for defense against rnvas1on. 

303 



Merion the up sta1d n~ sect on of a parapet between the 
embrasures beh1nd wh1ch the defenders can shelter (see ptcture 5) 

Moat, common for ditch 

Palisades an obstacle or fence of pOinted woode1 stakes May oe 
• ound surnour.tm~ a motte or in the center of a dry d1tch 

Parapet a bank or earth ora wall over which a soldier may hre also 
Known as a breastwork 

Permanent fort, proper1y bui t fortress constructed in time of 
prace to protect the area aga•nst futu re attacl< of the enemy. 
Since 1853. forts in the lJutch lnd1es that were permanently armed 
by a ~arr sor were classified nto four categones Categories 1 and 
2 were •or 'arts to defend aga nst a Europear enemy {only in java) 
Categories 3 and 4 were considered suitable to defend a~ainst 
1no•genous enem1es 

304 Polygonal fort, multi angle fort w1th stra•ght flanks with 

caponnieres mstead of bast•ons 

Rampart. a bank of eartr behind a d•tch on top of wh1ch is formed 
a parapet It is generally built from earth excavated from the d1tch 
and serves to g•ve command to the parapet 

Retrenchment the reduction or cutting oack of a wall 

Ravelin. a work constructed outs•de the cur~ain . of two faces 
meeting a sa ent angle.w1th two demi gorges. Used to cover the 
turta,n. the gates or t1e flank at a bastion. 

basnon flank 

Redoubt, a c ose. Independent. work, or sqaure or po ygonal trarr 
w•thout bastion 

Rondelle I round bastion IS a round or c1rcular figure or object. 
e g panrl. w1ndow or n1che 

Ravelin triangle outwork. placed 1n tne ditcr in front of a curram 
or ent•ance gate. 

Redoubt a Sf11all defense wirJ VOC redoubts had a defendable 
rowe of three t.oors with a r ~h root. It 1s enmcled oy bast1ons 
or a fence. 

01/f/(lf 

I • 

f>uulo 

Salient a line of aefence wh1ch thrusts out towards the eremy 
Thus the p01nt of a bastion 1s the sal1ent angle 

Sentry box. a small tower 1n which sentries keep watch or make a 
look out for the approach of enemy 



Terreplain an oper space ms1de ~he fort. could be a wide walkway 

Tenalllon a work some• mes olaceo before each face of a rave lin 
e. vJng the sal:e1t a'lg e exposed 

Willi ernoankrrent arou110 a de'ense structure prov,ded w1th a 
rarapel 

Walk way I walk-wall, plattorm as foot path on the top of a wall 
of a fr:wJhca· or 

Witch tower a h115h tower m wh1ch sentr es keep watch or make 
il 100k au' for tile approact of enemy 
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