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“Education 
should encourage and enlighten 

 students and not be a burden. 
A good education could stimulate  

 students’ self-actualization”

Prof. Dr. Muhadjir Effendy
Minister of Education and Culture
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Chief of ICT Center
Ministry of education and culture

Gogot Suharwoto, Ph.D 

My greatest gratitude goes to our God, The Almighty 
and my great appreciation is for the book release. It tells 
stories of dedication and determination of  educators 
around Indonesia. It is about educators who break 
through their constraints by dealing with challenges and 
barriers they experience. They are the heroes for our 
 future generation. Their inspiring stories encourage our 
youths to face the future enthusiastically.

This book is dedicated to inspire and spread the spirit. 
No matter what program is provided by the  Government, 
there needs to be a transformation and  escort in order 
to be right on target. Internet relief fund program in USO 
(Universal Service Obligation) is designed to transform 
education in Indonesia with the initial idea of  providing 
ICT around the country. The program provides  internet 
facilities to schools in the  innermost of Indonesia which 
grouped in schools’  category of 3T (forefront, outermost 
and disadvantaged) regions. 3T regions are on the  priority 
for infrastructure and human  resources  developments 
in strategic program of President of  Indonesia, Joko 
 Widodo, Vice President, H. Jusuf Kalla, and the Cabinet. 
The  program aims to fill technology and  educational 
media hiatus in Indonesia. USO program, also called 
 Universal Service  Compulsory contribution (KKPU), is 
a joint program from  Ministry of Education and Culture 
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(MoEC) and Ministry of  Communication and Informatics. 
It is stated in Minister of Communication 

and informatics Regulation, no 32 year 2018 that 
the program is funded by non-tax revenue (PNBP) 
from  telecommunication providers. The  regulation 
also  explains that, the program is managed by 
 Directorate General of Post and Information Ministry of 
 Communication and Informatics. The program deals with 
 underdeveloped, remote, pioneering, forefront areas, 
and some other areas with no access of communication 
service.

In 2015, the first stage of USO had built internet 
network and connected 365 schools in Indonesia. The 
 monitoring and evaluation results administered by ICT 
Center of Ministry of Communication and  Technology 
showed that ICT manager and teachers still had low 
skills in network management and applying the internet 
 connection to support learning system.

From the program, 3T regions schools are expected 
to have internet access which support learning  processes. 
Providing additional internet facilities for education 
transformation would improve students’  achievement, 
develop their skills and enhance their horizon. It is 
a  digital technology transformation for  education: 
 enlighten our future generation.

Internet relief fund program stories reveals 
 educators who could apply technology for education 
 transformation. They fight resourcefully to overcome 
constrains, and limitations and they also inspired and 
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nurtured their students. In the right hands, technology 
can be an inspiration, it is not merely tools.

Stories of teachers in this book aims to  encourage 
us to get a maximum usage of technology. If digital 
 technology and educational media are operated by 
 inspiring teachers, I would argue that we will have a 
brighter future and our young generation would create 
extraordinary inventions beyond limitations. Certainly, 
it will be achieved through motivation, hard work and 
 dedication for education.

Jakarta, October 2018
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Inspiring Technology Acceleration 
M. Hasan Chabibie, S.T, M.Si

I was interested to read “the Art of War” by Tsun 
Zu (400-320 BC) during my study in high school. The 
book discussed stories and art of war in the warring 
states  period in ancient China and it is still relevant as 
a  reference for policymakers. My curiosity was likely 
 inspired by hadith “Pursue knowledge even if you have to 
go as far as China” which encourages me to have a deeper 
understanding of the country known by Dragon from the 
East.

Villagers besieged the city is one of the strategies 
of war. It explains that if we would like to  conquer a 
 kingdom, we need to conquer its surroundings.  Therefore, 
the  development of villages and border areas must be 
given precedence over cities and it will lead to  villages 
besieging the cities. The concept is highly  relevant for 
 accelerating disadvantaged areas development to pursue 
urban progress. 

Data released by Ministry of Villages, Development 
of Disadvantaged Areas and Transmigration states that 
there are 183 disadvantaged areas across Indonesia, 
more than 30% of the entire cities and regions. It is a 
challenge for local policymakers to remove their  regions 
from the list. To respond existing condition, point 3 of 
 Nawacita Concept from Working Cabinet states that 
“Build  Indonesia from the suburbs by strengthening areas 
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and villages under unitary state framework.” Of course 
this being a fairly strong foundation for policy makers to 
design the right program. Some  infrastructure _ programs 
funded by government can be a starting point. The 
 strategy tried to reverse longstanding conception which 
places borders as our backyard. Nowadays,  borders are 
viewed as front yard where our state is ‘vis a vis’ with our 
neighboring countries and our oceans are not regarded 
as separating lines, but they unite our island country.

The fastest and highly efficient way to connect 
 outermost and border areas is using information 
 technology. The writer noted that Minister of Education 
and Culture (2014-2016) in some of his speech said that 
“In Urban area, Technology is luxury. Whereas in  borders, 
it is basic needs.” Technology had transformed from 
 luxury needs into basic needs to bridge the gap among 
regions. Easy access and affordable devices support the 
strategic role of technology as cultural enlightened.

The question is what is the relation between Tsun Zu 
theory and technology? 

Although the concept of the village surrounded 
the city is more synonymous with the Chinese  cultural 
 revolution in a period of war, there are patterns that 
can be taken. While Mao’s cultural revolution in the use 
of a network of villages to besieged the city, we can use 
 information network as knowledge sources to accelerate 
education.

Each region had its knowledge archives in written 
and oral forms. A reliable knowledge management can 
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use it to fuel substance of education. Discussion and 
 sharing of knowledge would be easier with a better 
connection and there will be no more information and 
knowledge gap as disadvantaged areas  characteristics. 
The  remaining problem is the extent of standard and 
competence could be aligned with learning content 
 standard. 

At this point, ICT Center Ministry of Education and 
Culture (MoEC) and local education stakeholders could 
play active and effective roles, have technical expertise, 
and the ability to digitalize content (video, multimedia, 
web). These special characteristics of ICT Center can 
be exploited. At the same time, effective online learning 
 design is required to convey information into a correct 
target for an appropriate competence.

Uwes Chaeruman, a learning design expert, said to 
the writer in some occasions that if we want to design   an 
effective online learning, we need to pay an extra  attention 
into interactivity problems. Learning is  interaction and 
experience processes; therefore, all communication line 
should be optimised. It is important to avoid  technology 
like a body without soul in which educator and students 
only face screens with no dialogue among them. 

Another important point in developing  online 
 learning is the combination of synchronous and 
 asynchronous patterns which is well-designed by 
 educators. The synergy of both patterns can be a 
 learning rhythm which is experienced by students. The 
 readiness content and learning activities are crucial to 
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boost  adrenaline because the limitations of face to face 
 interaction. Therefore, the advantages of a variety of 
media should be maximized to help understanding and 
bridge minimum communication.

Students’ support and civil effect, which are  currently 
regarded as “stumbling blocks” in the  management of 
online-based learning, need to be addressed wisely. 
 Strategies that had been designed meticulously should 
not be messed up by the lack of assistant and minimum 
gratefulness. In this regard, the writer remembers a 
proverb by Nurcholis Majid (1939-2005), “Great vision 
and mission need a great nutrition.”

If only some of the tips mentioned above are 
 well-applied, the writer would said  optimistically that 
 information and knowledge that we supply to the 
 students could meet standard ideal content. As a  result, 
there will be no more quality difference between  accepted 
 materials for students in Jakarta and other big cities, 
and students who live in the periphery and  borderland. 
 Finally, teachers and other education  stakeholders would 
only be required to escort and ensure that  learning 
 processes can be accomplished and correspond with 
 expected competence.

Thomas L. Friedman, a journalist of The New York 
Times, said in his book ‘The World is Flat’, 2015) that the 
world is no longer round, and every person has equal 
 opportunities for he connects with internet.  Geographical 
boundaries have been lifted, and we need to believe that 
everyone can make changes. For the reasons  mentioned 
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above, digital technology has become  competition 
space with many possibilities for human resources 
 development, business and, last but not least, education.

Technology access for education

How is technology for education in our  country? 
 Digital technology growth in Indonesia have been a 
 challenge for our country future. Indonesia is a  slumbering 
digital technology giant in Asia. It has more than 250 
million inhabitants, an enormous  potential market and 
promising resources. Data released by  E-Marketer, a 
digital marketing research institution,  estimates that in 
2018, active smartphone users in Indonesia will be more 
than 100 million. The number will place the four biggest 
active smartphone users in the world after China, India, 
and America. 

Nowadays, there are 574 active smartphone  users in 
China. As a result, China is placed second in the  biggest 
smartphone users after America. Data released by 
 iResearch states that online sale in the Bamboo  Curtains 
country reaches 8 percent from total retail. In 2015, 
 online sales reach 10 percent. In China, Alibaba is one 
of the biggest corporations in the world among Google, 
Facebook, and Amazon.

Based on the data from Internetlivestats, Indonesia 
is around 17 percent whereas India is around 19  percent. 
Market penetration in Indonesia is left far behind from 
southern east Asian countries such as Vietnam (43 
 percent), Philippine (39 percent), Malaysia (40 percent), 
and Singapore (81 percent).
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Online sales percentage record also showed that 
 Indonesia is left far behind neighboring countries. In 
2014, Globalweb Index released survey findings which 
stated that Indonesia citizens percentage for online 
 purchasing is 16 percent whereas the percentage for 
 India is 14 percent. Indonesia is left far behind Singapore 
which achieved 46 percent.

Nevertheless, Indonesia is a potential market for 
digital acceleration. Some big investors have been eyeing 
Indonesia as a market and a partner in developing digital 
media. Techlist, cited by Technasia, revealed that there 
are 93 percents of southern east companies received 
funding in the first quarter of 2015 and 24 of them are 
start-up companies from Indonesia.

Data released by International Data Corporation 
(IDC) showed that data growth reached twofold every 
other year. Based on the data, IDC estimated that there 
would be more or less 44 trillion GB digital data in 2020. 
The data also gave estimation that 60 percent of digital 
data originated from developed countries will swap with 
developing countries data from 2013 to 2020.

GDP Venture data showed 83 million Indonesian 
 citizens are connected to the internet in 2014. 54 million 
of them use mobile to access the internet. The data had 
significant increase for 120% from the previous year.

Indonesian government issued Government Law 
no 82 year 2012 on Electronics System and  Transaction 
Organization in which one of the article obliged public 
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service electronic system to put data center and  disaster 
 recovery center in Indonesia for law  enforcement, 
 protection and State sovereignty enforcement over 
 citizen data.

How about Indonesian education in relation with 
 digital technology? Indonesian digital  technology 
 revolution changed ecosystem and tradition and 
 encouraged  acceleration in various fields. If  Internet 
 technology in education is well-managed, it will 
 encourage human resources development in  education. 
Internet technology would generate innovation in 
 education,  especially in learning media.

However, there are infrastructure gaps in internet 
access usage in education between schools located in 3T 
(forefront, outermost and disadvantaged) regions and 
schools in the cities. Infrastructure transformation is 
 required for education development in borderland, thus, 
there will be equal learning media and technology  access 
among learners to enhance their horizon, to attempt 
soft skills upgrading, and to explore the world. Using in-
ternet wisely, younger generation could develop a vast 
 imagination. Their imaginative intelligence will be honed 
continuously. Not only those who live in the  cities, but 
also students who learn in the outermost and  borderland.

USO (Universal Service Obligation) program or 
 Universal Service Obligation Contribution (KKPU) is a 
strategic program to bridge digital divide among schools 
around Indonesia. It is a joint program between  Ministry 
of Education and Culture (MoEC) and Ministry of 
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 Communication and Informatics. ICT Center of  Ministry 
of Education and Culture is appointed to execute the 
 program. It assists the program and maximizes resources 
and infrastructure. The program, started in 2015, is the 
bearer of new hope to get information technology  access 
for schools in outermost and borderland or schools 
 located in 3T (Forefront, outermost and disadvantaged) 
regions.

To assist technology acceleration, it is essential to 
improve human resources qualities. Inspiring  educators 
could be role models to develop enlightening  technology. 
Learning media without interaction, enthusiasm and soul 
that accompanies will be a wasteful technology which 
may kill intelligent. For these reasons,  mentoring  teachers 
who could use technology effectively and  maximize it for 
education are inevitable. Last but not least, Technology 
is a tool or a medium, and its main  purpose and  final 
 goal is human intelligent and technology application in 
 education. Intelligent learners and inspiring educators 
will evolve technology as a tool to  create something. 
They create their work from technology, and they do not 
 merely use technology for  consumption purposes and act 
as passive users. Therefore, education with  technology 
 acceleration support is essential for our younger 
 generation intelligent development.

Let us work together to build Indonesia with 
 enlightening technology. Let us build Indonesia from 
 villages and outermost areas for its future development. 
Let us use technology as villages encircling cities and 
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optimize ‘nformation oxygen’ to improve our  education 
quality standard. Rawe rawe rantas malang malang 
 putung (Strive onward, no matter what). May God bless 
all of our efforts.
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Foreword
Authors team

“Children live and grow corresponding with their nature.  
Educator could only take care and guide them to create 

their nature” – Ki Hadjar Dewantara

Our greatest gratitude to God the Almighty for the 
release of “Educator Inspiration from the frontiers.” 
The book is aimed to be an information bridge to assist 
 educators struggling in Indonesian borderland. They 
 devoted their life to educate our younger generations.  

In the middle of the limitations of the facilities and 
the lack of access, educators continue to work hard with 
passion and perseverance to devote themselves. The 
stories of educators in this book are a small part of the 
puzzle into a beautiful painting about education in this 
country. They maintained their devotion for the good of 
the country and for Indonesian citizens who live in the 
outermost and the border areas of Indonesia. The stories 
are uplifting, struggling, and adventure stories.

From the stories of educators, optimist young  people 
and perfect future are born. From their struggle and 
hard work, young generation from outermost area or 3T 
 (forefront, outermost and disadvantaged) regions grows 
and work hard to pursue their dreams. Innovative stories 
of teachers who have inadequate education facilities and 
internet access with all its problems are important to 
learn from. The stories give us evidence that there is still 
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a long way to go for education in our country.

The teachers in these stories gave their best effort to 
make the most of existing potential from Internet  f acilities 
in USO program managed by ICT Center of  Ministry 
of  Education and Culture. They asked their students to 
access information technology although they only had 
limited access to electricity and had to face with natural 
conditions and other obstacles. They assisted students to 
browse in virtual world with limited facilities. They are 
our country heroes who need to be acknowledged and 
appreciated. Teaching is not only their profession but 
also their dedication for our country.

Our special gratitude to Minister of Education and 
Culture, Prof. Dr. Muhajir Effendy, Ministry of  Education 
and Culture General Secretary, Didik Suhardi, and the 
Board Directors of ICT Center Ministry of Education 
and Culture: Eka Khristiyanta P, M. Hasan Chabibie, 
M.Si,  Aries Setio Nugroho, S.Kom. and all team members 
from Ministry of Communication and Informatics for 
our  partnership in USO (Universal Service Obligation) 
 program.

Last but not least, all ICT Center team: Basuki, Aryo
Ali, Faisal, Wulan, Fe, Hendra, Marudin, Nurita, 

 Ermida,  Maria, Iman, Endro, Fisika, Boris, Dwi, Andri, 
Sutriyo, Veri, Wien, Darma, Fathurozi, Mona, Edhy, Toni, 
Dera, Aryuna, Maya, Bayu,  Permenas, Priyo, Arif, Dody, 
Yuli, Yanyan, Hartati, Indah, Dhani, Tri, Nurma, Ridho, 
Sholihin, Wandi, Fahriza and our colleagues who helped 
us in compiling draft for this book.
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All of our cooperation hopefully becomes a  wonderful 
step and is recorded as civilization adventure to build 
 Indonesia future from education. Recording team work 
in this documentative narration may become our 
 appreciation to all educators in this country.

Authors team.
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“Whatever is done 
by someone should be beneficial 

for himself, beneficial for his country, 
and beneficial for the world” 

Ki Hadjar Dewantara (1889-1959)
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Indonesian citizens in the borders  experience 
 crisis of identity. They are forced to have 

two options and their love and loyalty to the 
 country are tested. In the  inland of Kalimantan 
near with  Malaysia Border, inland of  Papua and 
NTT,  Indonesian people have  fallen behind in some 
 areas such as: information access,  education, and 
 infrastructure development. This is a fact  compared 
to its counterparts in big cities with  competitive 
 systems and international standard infrastructures.

It is sensible that Indonesia borders are prone 
 areas because of the tiny amount of love to the 
country.Moreover,laggingineducationfieldmakes
Indonesiancitizensattheborderfeelbackwardness
as citizens.  Responding to this, it is  interesting to 
knowwhathavebeendonebyMinistryofEducation
and Culture (MoEC) in recent years. MoEC and
Indonesian National Armed Forces (TNI) have a
joint agreement to expand  education services in 
the borders, outermost, remote,  disadvantaged, 
conflict, post-conflict and disaster areas.

The agreement areas include early  childhood, 
non  formal, elementary, junior and  senior high 
schools, higher  education, disabilities  education, 
language,   research and  development, and 
 human resources development educations.

Moreover, the government had announced 

Introduction
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officially Nusamus Merauke University, Borneo
Tarakan University, Bangka Belitung University,
Bangka Belitung Polytechnic, and Batam
 Polytechnic. The  government also announced 
NegeriNusaUtara Polytechnic in Tahuna, Sangihe
Archipelago Regency, North Sulawesi Province as
a public institution. The  Polytechnic is not only 
an education institution but also a  diplomacy 
channel between Indonesia and Philippine.

Indonesian diversity, inherited from  Indonesian 
 ancestors’ civilization, has a huge prospect to  get 
a  better understanding of cultural diversity and 
 natural wealth with local technology built upon 
localwisdom.Asa result,educationwillnotmake
a radical transformation of Indonesian inhabitants’ 
identity. All these years, equal education standard 
is applied in relation to its outcome while equal 
access and infrastructure are neglected. In fact, 
inequality is stood out and it affects the process.

Another reason for loss of identity and love as 
 Indonesian citizens is the difference of space and time 
 between central government and  local  government, 
 especially in education and  development  equality. 
MichaelSaltmanshowedinLandandTerritoriality
(2002) crisis of identities among citizens in
 relation with their  nationalism. Rapport and 
Dawson in Migrants of identity (1998,4-5) also
 reveals that human identity in  borderlands is 
moving around the context of recognizing space. 

Therefore, space concept in social  milieu 
of  citizens is cultural and political space. 
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Understanding political space is influenced by
 education and infrastructure  access and equality of 
political agenda. On the other hand,  cultural space 
concerns with how residents at the  borderland 
 maintain their culture identity under the raid of 
 nationalism  indecision and new identity offers 
from other countries. If government has shown his 
concern on  higher  education on the borders, it is 
the time to encourage  innovation from elementary 
school teachers in the  borders and innermost  areas. 
Education quality improvement in the borders
would strengthen our national defense  system in 
the outermost areas through education and culture.

In relation with human resources  development 
for  educators in the borders,  especially in 
information technology, MoEC through ICT
 Center attempts to  improve human resources 
and infrastructure. Even though the program has
 already run in some  innermost and  outermost 
 areas, there are interesting facts of innovations 
conducted by educators. Strategy to formulate
 innovation and  educators’ struggle to teach  deserve 
to become  inspirations for other educators and 
youngergenerationbecausetheyneedtoknowthe
educators’ dedication in the borders. It is the aim 
of compiling “Inspiration from the borders” book:
digging out innovation, spreading inspiration! 
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Chapter

 II



“Education 
is what remains after one

has forgotten what one has learned in school”

Albert Einstein (1879-1955)
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Rovina Timisela, 
A formidable woman in the innermost Papua

Profile 1
In the morning, dozens of children lined up in 

front of classroom. They discussed with each other, 
Interspersedwithjokesandgiggle.Notallthechildren
wore uniform and only some of them wore shoes 
inMinyambawDistrict,Manokwari,WestPapua.It
is located on the upper slope ofArfakMountains.

Thechildrenworkedhardinthemidstoflimited
education facilities. They kept learning in this
condition.OntheupperslopeofArfakMountains,
they put all their wishes to get a better life.  Children 
of Arfak Mountains hang their expectation for a
 better Indonesia although they only had limited 
 teachers and their location is far from the nearest city.

They are a witness how the face of education in 
arfakmountainrange,WestPapua.ArfakMountains
is a  mountainous region which spread from bird 
headinPapuaIsland.Theregionis2.950mabove
sea level height.Basedon itsheight classification,
the region represents three forest ecosystems (1)
low rainforest, (2) foot of mountain rainforest,
and (3) slope rainforest. There are more or less
110 mammals with 44 recorded species, 320 aves 
speciesinArfakMountainsregion.Someofthemare
endemicanimals in this region suchasArfakbird
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ofparadise(AstrapiaNigra),WestParotia (Parotia
Sefilata),andNamdurPolos(AmblyornisInomatus).

It could be imagined how limited access turn 
into motivation for children’s of Arfak Mountain.
Road access to the upper slopewas very difficult.
There was only a rent truck which explores
mountains and narrow roads from Manokwari to
thesummitofArfak.Ittook4hourstocovermore
than60kilometers fromthecitywithsloperoads,
narrow roads, and steep hills with deep ravines.

The road to the summit of Arfak is rocky and
settling mud roads. In the rainy season,  vehicles 
choose to pull over to minimize accidents. It 
is  often heard the news that some  vehicles are 
trapped in deep mud or even slipped to deep ravine.

Fighters Educators

In the midst of limitation, the teachers of  Minyambaw 
 senior high schools remained eager to serve. There 
were 61 students from grade X to XII in the school. 
There were 5 teachers who taught everyday, and
theyalsohadtotaketurnsfromcleaningtherooms
to tidying  administration. Amid these  limitations, 
Rovina Timiseka were assigned to teach in the
school. She taught Information and Computer
Engineering(ICT),Geography,andsociology.Rovina,
born in 3 January 1986, was a formidable teacher. 
She tried to share inspirations amidst limitations.

“Ifirsttaughtgeographyandsociology.Because
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there are no teachers who teach ICT, I was  assigned 
to teach it” said Rovina. She admitted that it
was  initially very hard to teach children in the 
 innermost Papua, however, as the time goes by, she 
lovesit.Shelookedveryproudandhappy.Shewas
very happy to teach the children in the  innermost 
Papua both inside and outside classrooms.

“When we were short of teachers, we were
asked to teach other lessons” Rovida explained.
In the  innermost and borders area, teachers are 
required to be alert with all condition, and they 
also required to solve  problems and  limitations. 
Far location from downtown and  limited 

Picture 1. Learning activities in outermost area using 
the  computer.
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 facilities are challenges they must conquer daily.

OntheslopesofArfakmountainswithisolated
information access, Revina felt it was difficult to
teach.Shedeterminedtogiveencouragementtoher
 students with the use of nature as learning resources.

Then, the government provided aid in USO
 program managed by ICT Center Ministry of 
Education and Culture, in the form of internet
 facility. The school received aid program by the 
endof2015.“Wewereassistedtofindinformation.
Here, it is easy to access with  internet  facility,” 
Revinastated.ShewasverypleasedbecausePapua

Picture  2. Computer introduction activities to the students in 
 outermost area.
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 children could learn from exploring  information on 
the internet. Their horizon opened widely, and their 
imagination developed, imagining how information 
and education access could change their way of life.

However, Internet is related to habit,  related 
to the way of thinking. Revina tried to teach her
students, tomakethemhaveabraveryto explore.
“I often need to wait the students to come. But, 
they sometimes feel ashamed or doesn’t want 
to come. Therefore, they rarely come to the 
 computer  laboratory to learn internet” she said. 
She kept inviting students to learn how to use
computer, make themost of existing facility. “But
there are some children who started to learn, they 
want to find any information, can open google,
open internet from this room,” she said happily.

“The problems may be lack of facilities.
 Computers have not complete yet. There is 
only a laptop for 61 students: Grade X is 20
students, Grade XI 21 students, and Grade XII is
26  students. Moreover, the laptop is sometimes 
used by curriculum staff for administrationwork.
Thus, we need to take turn,” Revina explained.

Internet access at the school could not have 
 maximum utilization due to limited electricity. 
The electricity sometimes went out during the day. 

Whenthewritercametotheschool,electricity
connection was disrupted for more than a month. It 
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wascausedbybrokenelectricitypipesand cables
which connected to school. If they used generator, 
the fuel cost was too costly. It will require more or 
less 200 thousand to activate generator for an hour.

Educating to inspire
Students explored a wider world under the

 guidance of Revina Timisela using  available internet 
facilities. They usually read  literature, short stories, 
andalsorecognizeIndonesianculturefromsurfing
in cyberspace.

Limited education access did not discourage
the children and lament their fate in  innermost 
 Indonesia. Their expressions indicate their 
enthusiasm,readinesstoworkhardandfightfora

Picture  3. The students present their ideas more easily 
with computer.
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better  education future.
There are 61 students in Minyambaw senior 

high school, and they are form Arfak Mountain
slopes.Theyneedtowalkfortensofkilometersand
ittakes1to2hoursforschool.Whenitwasarainy
season, the access was blocked, and the students
could not go to school. “Those who live faraway 
usually stayed with their relatives around here. 
Whenitisaweekend,theyusuallyreturnedhome.”

Revina Timisela and her fellow educators in 
 Minyambaw did not give up. They actively taught and 
copedwithminimumfacilitiesproblems.Withthis
spirit, the teachers introduced internet  technology 
and digital media used to achieve a better  education. 
For grade XII students, they used internet to hunt 
for education scholarship in higher education.

“SomestudentscontinuetheirstudyinMalang
East Java, Sumatera, and Kalimantan.” Revina
explained.SomeofthemgotscholarshipfromPapua
government. Those who excel and eager to learn were 
sent to several famous  campuses in Java,  Kalimantan, 
andSumatera.Hopefully,aftertheyfinishtheirstudy,
they want to return home, build their  hometown, 
teach, and build education and their society.

Revina Timisela told that she always inflamed
her students’ enthusiasm when she taught. She
tried to  inspire them so that they get a  brighter 
 future. “I told them how I struggled during my study 
in the  university. Most of the teachers are from 
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 similar condition since they came from a  simple 
family. We study from school to university, we
wereacceptedasCivilServanttobecometeachers.
This is what we told to the children that  learning 
must be with hard work. Tried our best with
 limited equipment and facilities” she explained.

Enthusiasmwasradiated fromPapua children.
Ovni Dowansiwa, grade XII student, believed 
that she will study in the university until she 
graduates. Ovni, born in 1998, is an example 
of Papua children who will become a pillar for 

thefutureofthisregion.“Iwanttokeeplearning
so that I can be useful for my family. I want to do 
something for Papua and Indonesia,” she explained.

With natural conditions far from the city,
Revina Timisela maintained the flame of Papua
children  spirit. “In this area, most of the  parents 
work in forestryplantations. I said, “Look at your
parents! They work hard from early morning
to afternoon and sometimes to evening so 
that their children can go to school, to study,” 
Revina said, telling how to share inspiration.

AfigurelikeRevinaTimiselaispartofeducation
 reality in our country. In the midst of access and 
learning tools  limitations, they share inspiration 
enthusiastically. They are the actual education 
powerhouse and volunteer who stand  Indonesian 
borders with knowledge, with inspiration.
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“They have to be better 
from their previous generations. They must 

be ready to compete with students from other 
schools. Although with limited facilities. 

The students, I believe, have equal ability”

Revina TImisela



18 Educator inspiration
 from the frontiers



Educator inspiration
 from the frontiers

 19

TheinspirationalfigureinthisstoryisLenguing
Ajang.She isawifeofLongPenanehvillagechief,
LongAparusubdistrict.LenguingisAdministration
manager inLongApari01 juniorhigh school. She
wasknownasafriendlyandcaringteacherbyher
students.

Although she only had limited proficiency of
 Indonesian language with stuttering intonation, 
she tried hard to teach Indonesian language, our 
 language of unity. “in the  borderland, we  usually 
used Dayak language.We rarely speak Indonesian
in our  daily activities. However, it is a  compulsory 
to use  Indonesian language in the school” said 
Leunging

The biggest obstacle experienced by Leunging
was not only how to teach Indonesian language and 
makeiteasytounderstand,butalsohowtoaccess
the latest curriculum from Education Agency. It
was highly difficult for schools in the borders to
access the latest  curriculum data from the Agency. 
Moreover, it also felt like difficult tohave internet
access which could make information technology
systems easier to assist learning.

These were the obstacles she had to face. 

Lenguing Ajang :
A teacher in Malaysia border

Profile 2
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 However, she never complained and losing his 
 enthusiasm to teach her students in his region, in 
the borderland.

Lenguing also felt that textbooks are not
complete yet and it makes students learn in
makeshift facilities. “ifwe go to a regional city, in
Samarinda, we look for available books, however,
it is quite difficult to go there,” said Lenguing.
Limited textbooks and latest curriculum system
are everyday situation for Lenguing and her
students. Education condition in the borders was
heartbreaking. Persistent people and inspirational
teacherslikeLenguingmadeeducationinstitutions
in the borders can anticipate, recognize limitation, 
andsolvehowtogiveaqualifiededucation.

The numbers of teachers in the borderland 
were also limited and it could be claimed that there 

Picture 4. Introduced computers for learning in 
the outermost areas.
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was  inappropriate ratio of teachers and students. 
Lenguing could not easily gowhenever therewas
aninvitationorfamilybusiness,shehadtomakea
tight schedule among the few teachers who teach. 
“There is only very few teachers in the borderland, 
wecannotgoaroundeasilyifitisnotweekendora
holiday”saidLenguing

Information technology infrastructure was 
another problem for Lenguing. She did not have
easy access to find learningmaterials anddata to
support learning  system in her school. Moreover, 
she could not find alternative learning from the
 internet as it happened in schools near big cities. 
ForLenguing,internetaccessisaluxury.

“Nevermindtheinternet,thetelephonenetwork
is up and down. It what happens in the  borderland. 
Although we are in short supply, our  students are 
enthusiasttolearn,”explainedLenguing.

Toovercomelimitedincome,Lenguingseekway
to  utilize natural resources in the  neighborhood. 
She looked for alternative income so that she did
not  depend on a small amount of teacher’s  salary. 
Her salary was not enough to finance her family.
 However, she did not give up, she found idea to  utilize 
handicraft. “Imakehandicrafts fromrattan. I look
for it intheforestandImakeit into handicrafts. I
soldthefinalproductandthepriceisgood,”explain
Lenguing.
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Lenguing admitted that her sidework income
from  utilizing rattan for handicrafts could be used for 
 additional income. “it could give  additional  income 
for household needs outside teacher’s  salary,” said 
Lenguingpassionately.Lenguingstoryisareflection
for teachers in the borders. How they cope with 
limited condition, lack of information access, and
limited internet technology. However, Lenguing
nevergaveup.Sheteacheswithdedication,withher
soul calls.

ForLenguing,aswritteninthemedia,teaching
and  educating children in her neighborhood are 
happiness. She had a great expectation for her 
 alumni to reach education as high as possible, they 
do not merely graduate from senior high schools 
but can study to the next level. Lenguing wished
that her students graduate from higher education, 
become a graduate or master, and can return to 

Picture  5.  The students more easily to get knowledge 
with internet.
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devote  themselves to their homeland, in villages 
around the borderland.

“After they have graduated, although not all, 
some of them will devote themselves in their  villages. 
I have a high expectation for those who were in the 
cities,”Leungingwishedthatherstudents,whohave
 graduated, could give some energy and minds for 
 education and social development of their  village 
residents.

“Whentheyaresuccessful,theywillcontribute
totheirvillagesintheborderland,”wishedLenguing,

Lenguing story is a story of silence, a story of
limitations.Underlimitedcapitalandnever-ending
obstacles, she was never desperate. Internet  access 
 limitation is dealt with various ways to ensure 
that her students can learn to themaximum. She
 understood teaching as an invitation of the heart 
and  interpreting teacher’s way of life as a soul call. 
InsideLenguing,inspirationandhopeareembedded
for  education future of this country, especially in the 
borderland.

LenguingAjangisareflectionforsometeachers
in  Indonesia borderland who are able to deal with 
various obstacles and challenges. When there is
hope, there is energy. LenguingAjangwouldkeep
 inspire her students, the younger generation who 
becomes hope of our nation in the borderland.
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“…..in the borderland. 
Although we are in short supply, 

our students are enthusiast to learn…”

Lenguing Ajang
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Ambresius Murjani :
A Devotion at International Borders 
of Indonesia

Profile 3

For Ambresius Murjani, passion and 
 perseverance are important factor for those who 
want to educate in  international borders area. He 
acknowledges the absence of human resource,
especiallyinthefieldofeducationandhealthcare,
and intended to fill it. “That iswhat Iwant, and I
have started it for thepast several years. Someof
thoseborderskidsnowpursuetheirdegreeinSTKIP
(CollegeinTeacherTrainingandEducation)aswell
as Nurse  Academy,” Murjani explained.  Murjani 
 belongs to the small number of borders youth who 
isaeagertofightforthebettermentofhissociety.
He tirelessly  empowered  communication amongst 
society through education. His effort moved the 
youths in that area to pursue the higher education 
so that they eventually could give back to their
 society.

In 2012, 50 people of KetungauHulu pursued
theireducationinSTKIP(CollegeinTeacherTraining
andEducation)inSintang,KabupatenSintang.

They study hard so that one day they can come 
backtotheplacetheywereborntoteachthepeople
who live there. Some of them evenwent to some
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NursesAcademyinEastJava.
Ambresius Murjani inflamed the torch of

inspirationfortheyouthofSintang.Heencouraged
thepeopleofSintang,especiallytheyouthtowork
and study hard. For Murjani – that’s how people 
called him- education and health care were the
main obstacles for the people living in border area. 

About fifty years ago, people of Sintang saw
 Malaysia as their inspiration and orientation. 
This was a  common idea for those who live in 
 international borders  between Indonesia and 
Malaysia.ItwaseasierforpeopleofSintangtoget
access to daily needs logistic supply,  education and 
health care from Malaysia than  Indonesia. Those 
who live in border area always face this irony. 

In order to change this perspective, Ambresius 
Murjaniwasthinkingtoempowerhisownpeople.
He thought that he could not expect any more help 
from the Indonesian government or depended on 
theteacherorhealthworkersfromJavaorsomebig
cities in Kalimantan. 

He thought that it was the time for youth of 
Sintang to develop their own region, especially
in the field of education and health care.Murjani
hoped that the youth could pursue their own  higher 
education so that one day they could become a 
teacher or a nurse. This was his  vision in the effort 
todevelophisownsociety.“Justlikememyself.In
2007Ipursuedmybachelor’sdegreeinUniversitas
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Kapuas (inSintang) and finished in2012.As long
as this University is accredited, there is still hope
formetobecomeaPNS(CivilServant).Whybother
choosing other faraway Universities?”, Mujani
 explained.  Although he recommended the youth to 
choosetheclosestUniversity,hedidnotforforbid
thosewhoprefertostudyoutsideWestKalimantan
or even in Java.  

Ambresius Murjani is a young man who cares 
abouteducation.HewasthecoordinatorofKIMTAS
or Kelompok Informasi Masyarakat Perbatasan
(InformationGroupofBorderlandPeopleSociety),
for Sintang region.His small body andwhite skin
werethecharacteristicsofDayakethnicgroupwho

Picture  6.  The students get learn more easily with internet.
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Picture  7. The students in outermost area, look happy 
to reach goals

live around Kalimantan. Murjani was born on 8 
April1971.Hewasthefirstchildofnine.Hisfather
isMochtarpius(65)andhismotherisNipah(63).

His concern on education for borderland people 
areagoodexample forotherteachers.Heworked
sohardanddevotedhimselftoeducatethekidsin
the borderland area.    He  was    also passionate on 
the development of the technology. 

It was proven by his willingness to  maintain 
 supporting tools that helped him to teach by 
 using  technology as the media. Murjani utilized 
 communication radios own by the community to 
 maintain  communication with his fellow  borderland 
people. 

Whenthecommunicationradiowasoutoforder,
hehimselfwouldfixitup.Mostofthetime,hecould
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drivehundredskilometerandspenthoursonly to
visit several other communities only to have a chat, 
discuss,orjustfixthebrokentoolsup.

Murjani was the coordinator of KIMTAS. The
 Ministry of Communication and Informatics 
 assigned him to manage the information around 
the  borderland area. In his opinion, communication 
tools given by the  government is adequate enough 
to be used.  Murjani and his friends maximized use of 
KIMTASsothatpeopleofSintangandthosewholive
atthebordersofWestKalimantancanbeconnected
to each other. 

KIMTAS had some facilities that could help
to  manage information and development of the 
 technology that  eventually helped them to educate 
thepeople. Someof the facilitieswere five setsof
parabolas, television, and a small diesel-radiator
from the Indonesian government. On 2006, he got 
another five sets of parabolas, television, and a
big diesel-radiator from the government of West
 Kalimantan. 

After that, he got more. On 2010, he got a set of 
PusatLayanan InternetKecamatan/PLIK(Centre
ofInternetinSubdistrictArea)butitwasmanaged
by other party. KIMTAS also got radio transmitter
from the ministry of  information and technology. 
Its namewas Radio Komunitas Swara Perbatasan
(KSP)/TheVoicefromtheBordersRadioFM107.8
Mz.Afterthat,on2012KIMTASgotasetofInternet
Car. 
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For Murjani, helping others to gain access 
to  information and technology was a  beautiful 
 struggle. He made use of the technology to  increase 
the  quality of  education as well as capturing 
 moment that could  potentially increase  nationalism 
ofthepeople.Inhishands,KIMTAShadabigroleto
maketheborderlandpeoplekeepinformed.Onthe
IndependenceDayatAugust17,KIMTASspreadthe
information to the  borderland  people to  celebrate 
their love to the nation. The same thing  happened 
atMay20.ForthepeopleofWestKalimantan,itwas
a  historical day as that was the day of  eradication 
of Pasukan Gerilya Rakyat Sarawak and Pasukan
RakyatKalimantanUtara(PGRS-Paraku)/Sarawak
People's Guerrilla Force and North Kalimantan
People'sArmy(SPGF-NKPA)on1966-1976.People
celebrated that event at the samedaywith Gawai
Dayak. Itwasadaywhenpeopleheldaritualand
festival to celebrate the  harvest period. In this 
 festival, people gathered and offered their food to 
each other so that everyone could eat. After 1967, 
Gawai Dayakwascommemoratedwith Indonesian
National Awakening Day at 20 May each year.
For Murjani, any effort to increase the quality of 
 education, information  technology and nationalism 
growth is his form of devotion. 

Murjani, along with several of his friends, were 
the  living proof of how we can help developing the 
borderland area. He was the teacher and the  activist 
who inspire the youth who live in the Indonesia 
 international borders area.
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Murjani 
asked the people of Sintang, 

especially younger generation, to 
work and study hard. 

For Murjani, Education and health 
are the main obstacle for inhabitants 

in the border.”

“Ambresius 
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Suparjo :
Education Hero at an International Border of 
Indonesia

Profile 4
Everyonehastheirowndestiny.Nooneknows

whereitwillbringus.ThatiswhatSuparjobelieves,
an  education hero at an international border of 
Indonesia.HewasborninKuningan,Landak,West
Kalimantan, and now devotes his life to make a
 better education  transformation at his own land of 
birth. He was a unique man. He was the hidden gem 
amongstlesseducatedpeopleinhisplace.Suparjo
who was born on 9 November 1980  consistently 
and  dedicately try to provide free education for the 
 borderland people despite the limited facility and 
resources.Thislimitationdidnotmakehimgiveup.
Hekeptdoingthe communityoutreach forpeople
around him to study hard regardless the limited 
 access they had. 

His effort to move his people to study might give 
us goosebumps. He felt that there was a big gap in 
the access of education between those who live in 
big city and those who live in the borderland. This 
gapwas theproblemthatshouldbe fixed.Wecan
bridge the gap by giving access to information and 
knowledge.Buildingthisbridgewasthepurposeof
his activism. 
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Thevillagewherehewasbornwas70kilometers
fromNgabangcity,thecapitalcityofLandakRegency,
WestKalimantan.Theroadaccesstothisplacewas
 challenging, could be worse in rainy  season. The 
road was narrow, muddy, and there were potholes 
everywhere.Wecould imaginehowhard itwasto
increase the  quality of  education in borderland area 
with limited access to  transportation.  Mountainous 
land contour, hills, and steep climb made it even 
harder to get there. It would be hard for any 
 transportation means to get there as the place was 
surrounded by cliffs. That was why improving the 
quality of the education there was challenging. 

In that challenging environment, Suparjo
did not give up. It even encouraged him more to 
 educate. His effort was an act of humanism to build 
the  civilization. This was the story of our education 

Gb8.  The students learning to use internet.
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hero that live in borderland area. 

There were not many schools available in 
 Kuningan  village, it even there was almost none, 
 until the year of 2000. But, he was one of the 
luckiest as he still got the education, even though
it was so  limited. He  successfully graduated from 
the elementary school but only capable to finish
his junior high school through Paket B (national
juniorhighschoolequivalencytest).Forthosewith
 limited  access to education, junior high school  level 
 education was a  luxury. “The only thing I can give to 
them ismyknowledge. Idon’thaveanythingelse.
That  elementary and junior high school  education 
wastheonlythingthatIcangive”,Suparjoexplained,
as reported by the  media. Those only  limited 
 education he had been the only thing that drove him 
to move forward. He taught and inspired the youth 
simultaneously.With some of his friends in 2005,
Suparjobuiltasmallbamboocottagethatworksas
a classroom. 

It was 3x4 meters that would become wet 
when it rainsdue to the roof-leaking andbecome
hot when the sun shines. Despite this challenging 
environment, Suparjo taught the kids for reading,
writing, and math. 

Education Volunteer

Kuningan village, Landak Regency, West
 Kalimantan, was the portrayal of remote area with 
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no good access to education. This was the area 
where the Indonesia national hero eradicated 
PasukanGerilyaRakyatSerawak(PGRS)/Sarawak
People's Guerrilla Force on 1968-1974. Besides,
there was also Pasukan Rakyat Kalimantan Utara
(Paraku) / North Kalimantan People's Army who
wastheseparatistinKalimantan(LaOdeIda,111,
Matanasi,46).

At the moment, people became the guide and 
helped the national hero of Indonesia in  maintaining 
thenationalsovereignty.But,afterdefeatingPGRSI
and Paraku, people in this area seem to be left
behind.Itseemedlikethegovernmentdidnotgive
enough access to education and development. The 
people lived by their own custom and tradition 
to maintain the prosperity. People were afraid to 
dreambigsastheyknewtheydidnothavedecent

Picture  9. Internet access of USO program, the cooperation 
Ministry of communication and Informatics, with pustekkom, 

Ministry of education and culture.
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 education access. 

The effort of Suparjo and his friends finally
were acknowledged by the government. In 2008,
the  government established Kuningan village 
elementaryschool,thenamelaterchangedintoSDN
34(ElementarySchool)Kuningan. The government 
built 3 classrooms for students on the grade 1 to 4. 
Due to it limited classes, students should come into 
class in shift. 07.00 – 11.00 for grade 1 to 3, while 
those who are in grade 4 to 6 came at afternoon to 
evening.Thegovernmentalsoadded3PNSteachers
(civilservantteachers)toteachthere.

Suparjo and the people of Kuningan village
thought that the assistance and the new teachers 
would help to solve the problem. In fact, that was not 
happening. The teachers only came to the schools 
once a month or even only at the exam period. The 
far distance between the teachers’ house and the 
challenging access to the area were the causes. On 
the other hand, the students were passionate to 
study at the moment. 

Suparjo could not only sit and watch. He
sacrificedhistimeandthoughttofilltheeducation
gap.Suparjo taught frommorning till theevening,
and even gave after class learning for those who 
would face the national exam. He really hoped that 
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thesekidscouldgetabrighterfuturethanhim.

“My only goal was for them to be as good as 
Indonesian kids at the other regions or islands.
I hoped they have adequate classroom facilities, 
professional teachers, and educational funds from 
abroad”.Suparjosaid.

He need to stop being the pepper and  cocoa 
farmers, even if they were the main source of 
 income of people who live there, in order to teach 
full time. It was because in  every harvest period, 
the money would come to them. They sold Cocoa 
andpeppertoEntikong,Sanggau,a locationatthe
Indonesia-Malaysia international borderland. The
 money they got from selling those  commodities 
would give them around tens of millions for in  every 
harvest period. Suparjo handed over his farm to
his family. He only thought to  educate the youth at 
 Kuningan village.

When people at his village started to talk bad
things due to his own limited knowledge, he kept
moving,hekeptdevotedhislifeforeducation.Inhis
long-termvision,gaveyouth theknowledgewasa
great infestation for their brighter future.   
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intention, 
Children of my hamlet will have a better  future 

like other Indonesian children 
in  developed islands” 

Suparjo

“I only have one 
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Gabriel Sori :
Lit up the candle in the middle of darkness

Profile 5
Ifwelookuponhisface,wewouldseeafaceof

aheroandavisionofanadventurer.GabrielSori,an
educator at the cost of NusaTenggara, devoted his 
lifetoinspirethekidsfromtheEastofNusantara,in
EastFlores.Hewouldnotgiveupjustbecauseofthe
limited facility and the wild nature. For him, to teach 
was to devote, to teach was to do the adventure. He 
taught with full of his heart.

“IwasbornatLamatouvillage,NorthFlores,10
July1981,”herecalledhispast.GabrielSoriwasthe
portrayal of Flores peoplewho keep learning and
gave his life to the young generation. 

Based on what he said, he had a very       inspirational 
teacher at the past that always made him to study 
hard. Based on that inspiration he got, he started to 
teach at junior high school level himself.

“I studied at SDN Lamatouw, then I continued
my study at SMPK St Isidorus, Lowolata. After
finishing it, then I continued my study at SMA
PGRI at Larantuka.Then, I pursuedmybachelor’s
degree at Sekolah Tinggi Manajemen Komputer
at  Tanjungbunga” he explained. His  educational 
journey was not easy. The challenge came from 
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the natural condition and limited facility in Flores. 
But,hekeptgoingwithhislife.Havingfinishedhis
bachelor’s degree, he was offered the opportunity 
to teachatSMAN1Tanjungbunga,EastFlores. “at
themoment,whenIwasgoingforwalk,Imetwith
oneofmyseniorhighschoolteachers.Theyasked
me where I pursue my bachelor’s degree and have 
I graduated. When I answered that I have been
graduated fromSTIKOM, theyofferedme to teach
at SMATanjungbunga.Theyaskedme tomakean
application letter to the school”, he said. A week
later,therepresentativeoftheschoolaskedhimto
come over. Afterwards, he was accepted to teach 
there after undergoing an interview. 

Tanjungbunga was the easternmost area of 
FloresIsland.TogettherefromLarantuka,wewill
need2.5hoursofroadtrip.Tanjungbungawasthe
borderland area of Indonesia. It was an exotic place 
butunfortunatelyitwaslackofeducationalfacility.

Inthisarea,youcouldfindseveraltourismspots,
such as Nopin Jaga natural reserve, Batu Payung, 
Kewuta Beach, Tenga Dora beach and  Kelambu Bay. 
Eventhoughithasbeautifulscenery,Tanjungbunga
was so susceptible to starvation. In this area, the 
ratattackedwouldresultincropsfailure.On2011,
 people from the 16 villages  experienced crops  failure 
inTanjungbungabecausetheircropswereattacked
by the rats. It forced them to leave their farm and 
fields. “We have been experienced rats attacked
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Picture  10. Internet access and computer networks more easily 
to  learning.

 before, but we could anticipate it at the moment. 
This year, the rats were way too many as hunting 
and poisoned them would not be enough. But, the 
ratscouldavoidthepoison.Weexperiencedagreat
starvation as the crops provided  nothing,” Hans 
 Kelen, the village chief of Tanjungbunga  explained. 

The beautiful scenery with picturesque  nature 
could not be the guarantee of its people  prosperity. In 
Tanjung bunga, at the easternmost of Flores  Island, 
access to information and  education  transmission 
was so limited. But, in the school where Gabriel
Sori teach, SMA Tanjungbunga, was lucky enough
astheygottheinternetfacility intheformofUSO
fromICTCenterMinistryofEducationandCulture.
Through this facility, gradually,  students were 
guidedbyGabrielSoritoseetheworld.Byaccessing
the  internet, they can broad their  horizon and 
 imagination. 
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“The distance from the city to the place where 
I teachwas 28 kilometers. This schoolwas in the
coast. At our school, the majority of the students 
wereMuslim.”Soriexplained.Studyingbythebeach
and in the middle of the people housing was the 
portrayal of how people of East Flores accessed
theireducation.”Wehaven’tgotfenceinourschool.
Sometimes the pets from the surrounding people
the would enter our class and we were bothered by 
them,” he said. 

Learning facilities aids from USO helped the
students in SMA Tanjungbunga to access the
 information accurately. But, there were another 
 obstacles faced by the students; minimum access 
to electricity and inadequate number of computers. 
Evenin2015,weexperiencedtotalblackout.Tobe
able to use computers, we used diesel-generator
and the price was very expensive.

Picture  11.  Internet, more easily for teachers to support 
the teaching.
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Education Challenge

GabrielSoriacknowledgedanotherobstaclehe
faced,itwasthelackofteachingandlearningmedia.
To solve that problem, he created some  innovations 
to help the students. “My challenge was the learning 
media.Wehavelimitedbookshere.Learningmedia
for TIK subjects also limited. Besides, we don’t have 
many teachers who understand about TIK,” he 
 explained.

He used existing learning facilities in the school. 
Different with ordinary computer labs we  easily 
foundinbigcitiesschools,heonlyusedanLCDpro-
jector unit. “So far, I taughtTIKbyusing LCD”, he
explained. “Weonly had30 computers unit. Since
there were more than 30 students in class, most of 

Picture  12.  Internet as a source of information in learning 
process for students.
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the timeone computer canbeoperatedby5 to6
students. 

Because of this, it was very hard for us to  manage 
and teach the students appropriately. But still, I 
could see them learning in class passionately.”

GabrielSorididnotonlyprovidetechnological
innovations to students, but also maintained their 
spirit so that they can be a better person. Despite its 
limitedfacility,GabrielSorihadtousehiscreativity
and imagination to teach his students. “I recorded 
videos about various school activity using hand 
phone. After that, ask the students to watch it. It
 followed by lecturing and then individual activity, 
suchasmakingstory.”Hisstudentswereinterested
in that teaching method. 

He invited the students to maximally the use 
of gadget as media of learning. He believed that 
 students can be creative if they accustomed to use 
their imagination. “In the class, in my Microsoft 
excelclass,Iaskedthestudentstomaketablesand
if theyknowhow todo it theyshouldbrowse the
internet. That way they could explore things and 
learned by their self.”, he explained.

Every time he taught, Gabriel Sori preferred
to assist the students by giving them examples, 
notjustthetheory.Healsoflamedthespiritofhis
studentsupsothattheywerewillingtoworkhard
and understood the meaning of life. “I drove them 
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to move forward by giving them examples that they 
easily understand. For example, a story about how 
to install a computer system. Whenwe installed
the windows, I teach them from start to the end. I 
told them that if wewere known how to operate
thecomputers,itwouldhelpusfindotherjobsand
 opportunities. They would be happy hearing that,” 
he explained. 

Gabriel Sori, one of the teacherswho inspired
his students. He introduced the technology to his 
students, as well as light up their soul. For him, 
flamingupthepassionandthespiritofthestudents
was more important than teaching them the theory 
ortechnology.But,withtherightguidance,Gabriel
Soricouldapplythedevelopmentofthetechnology
as the educational inspiration for the students, the 
kids with bright future from the easternmost of
Flores island.



48 Educator inspiration
 from the frontiers

“I encourage 
them so that the children get excited,

 I sometimes tell them examples of stories 
which is easily understood by them” 

Gabriel Sori
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Jumadin :
Education Keeper in Borderland Area.

Profile 6
The story of educator in the borderland area 

 inspired people. The teachers were not only  teaching 
as their profession, but also teaching as a means of 
devotion. They flamedup the light of inspirations
despite the limited facility, governments’ support 
 inadequate distribution and the wildlife  nature 
on the surroundings. In the middle of this poor 
conditions, the educators on the borderland kept
flamethe inspirationup.Theyare theeducational
hero. 

 Jumadin was a hero of education. He taught in 
publicseniorhighschoolNorthGorontalothatwas
locatedat thesuburbofNorthGorontalo.Hekept
teaching despite limited facility. He did not want his 
students to give up just because the limited access 
they got. “The school where I teach has just been 
 established for 3 years. If you rode motorcycle here, 
youwouldfindrockyroadalongtheway.Youshould
gounder20kilometersperhour.”Jumadinbelieved
thatitneeded7okilometersfromthecapitalcityto
his school. 

Jumadin told that due to the limited facility, he 
should maximize what he got. Besides, he should 
alsomakeinnovationsalongtheway.“Currently,we
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still implemented traditional teachingmethod.We
only use blackboard.We had somemodern tools,
but we still cannot use them maximally”, he said. 

Luckily, the school where I teach got the
internet facility from USO program that managed
byICTCenterMoEC.Throughthisprogram,SMAN
9 Gorontalo Utara was included in the schools
who  received the facility since it is located in 3T 
(forefront,outermostanddisadvantaged)regions.

Eventhoughitwasanewschool,thegovernment
directly helped this school. even if it was not much, 
this school vastly developed only in three years’ 
time.

“Now we have 6 classrooms. One for the school 
principal and the teachers. But, with only 3 years, 
wedon’thavesupportingfacilitylikecomputerlab,
for example”, Jumadin explained. He thought that, 
this limited facility forcedhim to thinkonhow to

Picture  13.  �ntroduction the importance internet for teachers as 
a source of information in teaching activities. 
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makeallthestudentsgotthesamechancetotryit.
“we only have 2 computers and it was borrowed 
from the teachers of this school”.

Borderland education

“I was born in Tolinggula, Gorontalo, North
Sulawesi. It was in North Gorontalo region, in
Gorontalo province”. After the area expansion,
Gorontalo move from North Sulawesi province to
Gorontaloprovince.

“I was studied in Tolingga Pantai Elementary
school, State Islamic Senior high school Limboto,
andVocationalschool1Limboto.Igotmybachelor’s
degreeineconomiceducationfromStateuniversity
ofGorontaloin2006-2011”,Jumadintoldus.

At first, he didn’t want to be a teacher. He
 wanted to be a businessman. But, the life chose 
 different path. His deepest heart wanted him to be 

Picture  14. Installation of the internet make teaching and 
 learning more easily.



52 Educator inspiration
 from the frontiers

a  teacher. “I was accidentally becoming a teacher. 
At that  moment, I wanted to be a businessman. But, 
since my academic experience was in the world of 
 education, I chose to be a teacher.”

At first, Jumadin taught inMTS(Islamic junior
highschool)TolinggukaonApril2011.Thenmove
to SMAN 9 North Gorontalo. “I actually teach
EconomybutbeingaskedtoteachTIKaswell”.He
acknowledged that teaching TIK was more than
teaching technical terms to students. Moreover, he 
also gave them inspiration so that students knew
how to use internet appropriately. Jumadin  realized 
that internet was just a tool to ease people. So,
the fundamental aspect that need to be build was 
 students’  conscious and willingness. 

In using the internet at his school, they still 
 implemented the available facility. “we only used 
whatwehave.Moreover,thisyearwasthefirstyear
we got help from the government forwi-fi access
 facility. It was in May 2016. Initially we only had one 
computer.”

The internet access in SMAN 9 was not yet
 maximal. In this school, we didn’t have enough 
electricity supply, so we could not use internet as 
we wish. “in our place, the voltage of the electricity 
supplywouldbegoingdown.Wecouldnotuseit24
hours”

“the biggest challenge was that our school was 
still new, we need to manage it better. Besides, 
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theelectricityonlyworkswell inthemorningand
 afternoon. The laptop used here were also borrowed 
from the teachers. These were the only laptop used 
by the students”, Jumadin said. 

Living ina remoteareaand far frombig cities
didn’t make him and his fellow teachers gave up.
He still taught passionately©andkept inspirehis
students.“thebackgroundofthestudentsaremostly
fromthepoorfamily.Theirparentsarefishermanor
traditionalmineworker”,saidJumadi.

There were 129 students (data from 2016)
in this school. from this number, we also had 17 
teachers.Whathehoped froma schoolwhichhas
more than 100 students, “I hope, we got more 
computer facilities. While it may be limited, but

Picture 15. Internet more easily for teachers in teaching and 
learning
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we still grateful. Also, we hope we could get more 
laboratories. So, that we can maximally use the
 facility in this school” 

For Jumadin, great teachers were those who 
inspire the students. Hard work and inspiration
wouldhelpinrevealingstudents’potential.“When
I teach, I always try to inspiremystudents. Ikept
remind them of the purpose of their study, I try 
to touch their emotion and their daily activities”. 
Because of its challenging access to go to school, 
studentsneed to get hereby taking roadpath for
tenshours.Someofthemevensleptoveratschool.”

He added, students had to understand the nature 
of their environment, the wild life, and their family. 
“I teach them to staykind-heartedand appreciate
what their parents had done to them”.  Jumadin 
 explained, in 2016 a few  students have successfully 
completed.Someof themcontinuedtheirstudyat
UniversitasGorontalo/GorontaloUniversity,others
even got a scholarship from the local  government 
tostudyat InstitutPertanian Bogor(IPB)/Bogor
 Institute of Agriculture. 

Jumadin told us that internet gave him a positive 
impact. He acknowledged that internet facility at
his school helped his students to explore the world. 
“For those who applied to the university, they could 
findanyinformationrelatedwiththeuniversity.For
instance, if they want to apply to IPB, they didn’t 
need to go to IPB. Internet was enough”, he said.  
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Jumadin was an inspirational teacher. He did 
his best to teach his students despite the  limited 
facilities. He kept his students’ spirit up so that
they believe they will reach their dream for a better 
future. He influences his students to alwayswork
hard.



56 Educator inspiration
 from the frontiers

“When I teach, 
I always try to inspire my students.

 I kept remind them of the purpose of 
their study, I try to touch their emotion 

and their daily activities”

Jumadin
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Jerry Suuda
Keeps the Hope Alive at Talaud Beach

Profile 7
Being a teacher in Nusantara border area 

requireshighfightingspiritandworkethic.Toface
the challenges, it needs both physical and mental 
strength.Amidstallthelimitations,JerrySuudahad
beendevotinghimselftoteachinginEssang,Talaud
Islands,NorthSulawesi.

Talaud Islands is the outermost region of 
North Sulawesi Province. Talaud Islands Regency
was  administratively established in 2000, as the 
expansionofSangiheandTalaud IslandsRegency.
Considering the Law No. 8/2002, Talaud Islands
Regencyisofficiallyassignedasaseparateregency
with the capital city is in Melonguane. It is the 
 outermost place of Indonesia at the northernmost 
point of the region which is directly bordering to 
Davaoel-Sur,Philippines.

Geographically, Talaud Islands is between
04° 40’ - 05°40’ NL and 126° 20’ - 127°00’ EL.
The Central Statistics Agency records that Talaud
 Regency is a maritime area that has a sea area of 
37,800km2and landareaof1,251km2. Inother
words, itsseaareaismorethan95percent.Thus,
Talaud Islands Regency becomes a miniature of 
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 Nusantara marine area in which its people depend 
on marine life.

The Talaud area also includes  underdeveloped 
areas. The index released by the Ministry of 
Villages and Transmigration shows that it has 48
 underdeveloped villages, 72 developing  villages 
and only 17 developed villages (12 percent).
With limited transportation access and a remote
 geographical location, Talaud Islands experiences 
faltered access to education.

The One Who Keeps the Hope

Despite being in the middle of an isolated area 
from the city crowd, Jerry Suuda was proud of
his service as a teacher. He wanted his students 
to achieve success through education. Even with
 limited equipment, Jerry hoped that the students he 
taughtgetthelightofknowledge.

Limited access to education in this area was
 enlightened with internet facilities program from 
USO ICT Center of the Ministry of Education and
Culture. By implementing this program, the schools 
in 3T (forefront, outermost and disadvantaged)
regions got aid in the form of internet facilities. It 
made Jerry felt challenged to encourage the  children 
to shine brighter.

“To be honest, our school has only one  computer 
for internet program. Even, it is also used for
 technical needs of education personnel. Meanwhile, 
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students rarely use the internet program because 
of limited equipment,” he explained. However, the 
internetnetworkatSMPN4Essangwasalsoused
by the surrounding community using their laptops.

Jerry admitted if the internet facilities could be 
usedoptimally,itwouldmakeiteasierforstudents
to study. “The latest information cannot be accessed 
by students, as well as practices for science or  social 
studies. I imagine, if they can use the  internet, it 
will facilitate them finding learning sources or
 information related to science, or about culture and 
social related to social studies. However, it cannot 
be done because it is practically very limited,” he 
 explained.

Picture  16. The teachers, practice of using the internet in order to 
teaching and learning more easily.
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Picture  17 Learning activities using internet at school in 
 outermost area.

He imagined that if all students could access the 
internet, it would increase students’  imagination 
andknowledge.Heexplainedthatstudentscanlearn
to use the internet to support learning  activities. 
“Studentscanfindoutwhatthemuseumlookslike;
it can be learned through the internet,” Jerry hoped. 
Meanwhile,inSMPN4Essang,theinternethadonly
been used by teachers as teaching material and 
 education.

He hoped that the government through the 
MinistryofEducationandCulturecanpayattention
to schools in 3T regions for learning facility aids. 
“It is very important for us. How students can 
 progress if the learning facilities are very limited. If 
it is charged to parents, to buy learning facilities, it 
willbeverydifficultevenifitisaprivateproperty.
It is because of the economic level and the parents’ 
 income which are below the standard,” Jerry said, 
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recounting the environmental conditions around 
his school.

In his explanation, people in Talaud Islands were 
generallyfarmersandfishermen.However,mostof
them work in the informal sector. “Their parents
workasfarmersandfishermen.However,mostare
in informal sector. They don’t have a permanent 
livelihood,” Jerry explained.

SMPN4Essangwas far fromthecapitalof the
regency and the city center. It was located in the 
northernmost part of Indonesia. It clearly became a 
challenge for accelerating education and  economic 
development. “Indeed, our area is geographically 
intheregionborder.TherearealsoSM3Tteachers
who come to our area. However, it has very  limited 
 access. The access of the capital city of the  province 
toour school is verydifficult. It uses ship forone
night as the means of transportation. Not to  mention, 
itisaround90kilometersawayfromthecapitalcity
of the regency to the villages in our area. In fact, the 
road is not feasible, not paved,” Jerry said.

Having graduated from the elementary school in 
Awit,JerrystudiedatSMPN1Beo.Then,hestudied
atSMK1Tahuna,Sangihe.Afterwards,hecontinued
his study at University of Manado in Tondano
majoringonEconomicEducation.Aftergraduating
from college in 2008, he devoted himself as a 
teacheratSMPN4EssangTalaud.What Jerry told
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is an  important lesson for all of us how to  manage 
education in the border area.

The story of Jerry a consistent to teach and 
inspirestudentstobeanimportantforallofus.Even
in limited circumstances, Jerrydidn't stepback to
learning and teaching. Jerry, teacher and  inspiration 
from the coast of the Talaud Islands, the northern 
region of Indonesia.
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“I imagined 
that if I could access internet, it 

will make learning easier” 

Jerry Suuda
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Ervan Yopi
Sharpening the Heart from the Frontier
Area of Indonesia

Profile 8

It is not easy to be a teacher in the frontier area 
of Indonesia. With limited facilities and learning
media, Ervan Yopi underwent his service. He
kept moving to teach and got socialized with the
community.Ervanwasteachinginaremoteareain
EastSumba,EastNusaTenggara.

For Ervan, teaching is happiness. He is happy
with what he is doing right now. Ervan felt that
teaching in the frontier area is a valuable experience 
anddifficulttoforget.Hegotthereal-lifeexperience
by feeling the pulse of the people in Pindu Rohuni 
village, Tabundung sub-district, East Sumba, East
Nusa Tenggara.

Ervan felt theessenceof life from thehonesty
and warmth of the people around the school where 
heisteaching.PeoplewerehappytohaveErvanwho
dedicated to educate their children.Whenhewas
sick,Ervanfeltthathewaspartofthecommunity,
because he was taken care and helped until he
 recovered.

“I have been carried by eight people who crossed 
the river during the rainy season,” he said.
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He recounted that once he got malaria when he 
taught a few months in the Pindu Hurani hamlet. 
He admitted that the natural conditions were full 
ofchallengesmakingteachingactivitiesmustbein
full enthusiasm. The condition of the river where he 
teaches often flooded. In fact, in the rainy season,
theriverwasdifficulttopassbecausethewaterwas
as high as an adult’s chest with very heavy stream. 
There was no bridge to cross to the other end of the 
river exist.

When he was sick, Ervan felt the warmth of
the local people. He was helped and treated by the 
 people, to fasten the recovery. They really wanted 
Ervantobeabletoimmediatelyteachtheirchildren.
He was taken by them to seek treatment at the
 Community Health Center in Tabundung Regency. It 
wasabout20kilometersfromtheschoolwherehe
isteaching.Althoughitwasrelativelyclose,ittook
a long time because it passed through the damaged 
road, crossed the river and went up and down the 
hills. The difficult transportation access became a
barrierfortreatmentwhenErvanwassick.

Ervanseemedtoblendwiththeheartbeatofthe
peopleofPinduHurani,Tabundung,EastSumba.He
often helped them to work, worked together and
organizedtraditionalceremonies.Ervanwashappy
whenhespokewithlocalpeople.Hecouldfeelthe
heartbeat of life and the friendliness of the culture 
and traditions of the people in this village.
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In the midst of limited facilities, Ervan was
 passionate about teaching. “Here, I am trained to 
bepatientand independent.”At thisschool,Ervan
 occupied one empty room. This empty room was 
usedasbedroomandkitchen.Hedidalmostallthe
activities at school.

“Ifitrains,theriverwateroverflows.However,
theyhavetocrosstheriver,don’tthey?”saidErvan
lamenting the condition. He felt sad when it rained. 
Therainyseasonwasatitspeak,theriversgotflood.
Rainwaterflowedprofuselyfloodingtheriver.Inthe
midst of this condition, students found it difficult
to come to school. They did not dare to fight the
swift river, to cross. In addition, students also had 
towalkfortensofkilosonthemuddystreetstoget
to school.

Picture 18. Now, Internet reaching to outermost area.
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Teaching in the midst of limitations was part of 
Ervan’s dedications. As an educator, he felt happy
whenhe sawhis students got benefits fromwhat
he conveyed. He slowly provided enlightenment 
and inspiration to students to continue learning 
and studying. For him, one of the most exciting 
thingswasseeingchildrenareeagertolearn.Long
distances,difficultaccesstotransportationandthe
threat of malaria that comes every time, did not 
 prevent him from continuing to teach.

Ervan Yopi had lit his star in East Sumba. He
educated to inspire, to spread enthusiasm to all 
 children of the country.
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“Here, 
I am trained

 to be patient and independent” 

Ervan Yopi
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Amiroh AdnanMengasah Nurani di Peda-
Keeps the ideas in the teacher’s media

Profile 9
The development of massive digital  technology 

and social media has become an opportunity as 
well as a challenge for the world of education. In the 
midst of this revolution, only few teachers are able 
to seize educational innovation opportunities from 
the social media. Indeed, in some conditions, social 
media is considered as an obstacle to education and 
learning disruption.

It led Amiroh Adnan, an energetic educator 
who is concerned with the development of ICT, to 
lookforsolutionstotheuseofsocialmedia.Then,
she changed the education system in his school 
to the  social media and information  technology 
 approaches. If social media was initially  considered 
disruptive, internet technology and digital 
innovationhavebecomethehallmarksof learning
in his school.

SheisateacheratSMKNegeri3Jombang.She
was born in Gresik, on January 27th, 1977. She
 began her career as a teacher in 1999 and has been 
certifiedasaprofessionaleducatorin2012.Sheis
interestedindevelopinganIT-basedlearningmedia,
both web and mobile. Prior to teaching at SMK
Negeri3 Jombang, she taught atDarulUlumRSBI
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HighSchoolJombang,asateacherofICTsubject.

In the field of information technology
 development, her touch and perseverance have 
been recognized by the world of education at the 
national level. She received various awards in the
development of learning media from the national 
and international institutions. Now, she enjoys her 
perseverance inmedia development learning. She
isusuallyinvitedasaspeakerandfacilitatorinthe
fieldoflearningtechnology.

Her perseverance in developing learning 
technologyhasledhertosuccess.Shewasawarded
astheFirstWinnerofMicrosoftOfficeSway-21st
CenturyLearningDesignbySampoernaUniversity,
incollaborationwithMicrosoft(2015).Inaddition,
shealsowontheawardofTheWinnerofMicrosoft
Innovative Educator Expert (MIEE) by Microsoft
(2015). She also received an award as the 2012
National New Era Teacher Special AwardWinner
by ACER Guraru (2012), as well as several other
awards.

Forher,theserviceinthefieldofeducationwent
throughalongprocess.Sheisusedtosharingideas
with his family, especially with her husband who 
is the social activist. She also often has dialogues
with fellow educators, both within the school and 
through discussion forums, as well as social media.

In the beginning, Amiroh claimed to have been 
challenged when she was assigned by the  principal 
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to be responsible for ICT. Moreover, SMK N 3
JombangwasthepioneerinICTdevelopment.“SMK
N3Jombangistheoldesttechnology-basedSMKin
Jombang. It is one of the favorite schools, as well as 
an ICT center in this city,” she said.

Furthermore, Amiroh felt that the world of 
education must be connected with the current 
development. Schools must be the vanguard to
innovate with technology. “As a technology-based
school, it certainly supports the use of information 
and communication technology, both for  learning 
activities and School Management Information
Systems,especiallyrelatedtotheacademicfieldand
student affairs,” she explained.

Picture 19.  Activity teaching learning use computers and the 
internet.
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Amiroh admitted that, at first, she got a very
heavytask,i.e.asapersoninchargeofICTandSIM.
Fromthismandate,shehadworkhardtobuildan
information system which is useful for schools, 
both for the needs of students and teachers. She
also  admitted that if the information  system is 
not managed properly, the benefits will not be
 maximized. In other words, it can disrupt the 
 learning processes.

“The rapid use of social media certainly  cannot be 
separated from my observations. Almost all students 
and teachers at this school have and use this media 
for communicationwith other students/teachers,”
sheexplained inanote in the teacher media. She
acknowledgesthatsocialmediaisoftenseenasan
obstacle for learning. If you are not observant about 
thebenefitsofsocialmedia,educatorstendtoonly

Picture  20.  Internet for process learning
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consider technological development as a nuisance. 
“In the beginning, social media, at our school, was 
usedtoengage in interaction/communication that
was not very useful and supporting the learning 
processes.So,frankly,alittleannoying,”shesaid.

From this context, Amiroh wanted to provide 
solutions and changed the perspective of  educators 
aboutsocialmedia.She tried tosharesometricks
about using social media with  optimization of 
social media features, especially on Facebook.
She initiated ‘F-Learning’ which set important
features on Facebook for learning media. She
 wanted social media, as the biological children of 
the  technological  revolution, to go hand in hand 
with the  development of education. “This was 
what inspired me to  anticipate the media that can 
be  utilized while  helping the learning process. By 
 socializing  technical use to my fellow teachers and 
students. Alhamdulillah, their response 

was good, and decreasing the perception of 
 social media that was previously bad, and more 
 acceptable,” explained Amiroh.

Amiroh hoped the teachers can change their 
perspectives on social media and digital  technology. 
She admitted that the world of education had
 developed along with technological innovation. 
She acknowledgedthat, in themidstofsuch rapid
 technological development, the creativity of an 
 educator became very important.
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“Nowadays, information technology is always 
evolving. The world of education has changed. The 
conditions and environment of our students have 
also changed. Creativity of teacher in  teaching 
and learning process have a very important role 
and are needed to improve the quality of our 
students’ learning outcomes,” she explained. She
is an inspiring educator. Sheutilizes technological
 developments with innovation and creativity.

Amiroh saw that in the midst of a technological 
revolution and social media, the world of  education 
must respond quickly and creatively. “Creating
does not have to use ICT. Thus, do not stop to learn, 
 create and innovate. All forms of creativity can be 
created and used, provided that they can support 
the achievement of improving student learning 
achievement properly,” she hoped to the education 
community in this country.

Teachers must see Amiroh as an inspiring 
 educator. If, so far, information technology and  social 
media were considered as barriers to learning, it is 
not what she thought. She succeeded in utilizing
 social media and technological  developments to 
produce useful works. From her sincerity and
 creativity, she had got various international awards.

Mental and perspectives changes in the use of 
information technology had been exemplified by
Amiroh.Shemaintainedthecreativityandideasin
the media interaction of the teachers in this country.
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“Nowadays, 
information technology is always  

 evolving. The world of education has 
changed. The conditions and environment 

of our students have also changed. 
Creativity of teacher in teaching and 

learning process have a very  important 
role and are needed to improve 

the  quality of our students’ 
learning  outcomes,” 

Amiroh Adnan



78 Educator inspiration
 from the frontiers



Educator inspiration
 from the frontiers

 79

Fransiskus TenauMengasah Nurani di 
Building a Digital Ecosystem for Education

Profile 10

There is no success without challenges. There 
is no success without hard work. Those become
the guideline for educators in the border and the 
inlandareastocontinueworking.Beinganeducator
in the inland area, which is far from access and 
 infrastructure, certainly complicates the learning 
process.

Inthemidstoflimitedfacilities,FransiskusTenau
attempts to devote himself to providing the best for 
education. He is an educator who  encourages the 
growth of learning media improvements and using 
technology in the inland area of Papua.

FransiskusTenauwasaGustSeniorHighSchool
graduate(YPPKAgustinusHighSchool,Sorong).He
thenstudiedattheUniversityofManado(Unima).
Aftercollege,hehelpedteachatSMP1Aifat,Maybrat
Regency.FrancisalsoservedasstaffattheOfficeof
Electronic Data Management in Maybrat Regency,
as head of the Telecommunications and  Information 
NetworkSection.

Maybrat district is a new district, as a result of 
theexpansionoftheRegencySouthSorong.Inthis
Regency, there are 41 sub-districts, 259 villages
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and 2 urban communities. This area cannot be 
 separated from the history of acculturation with 
Niew Guinea, in which through the Round Table
 Commission agreement, in Denhaag, forming the 
same government unit, i.e. “het Gouvernment
van Niew Guinea.” From this policy, it developed
in the process of government under the Unitary
Stateof the Republicof Indonesia,once Indonesia
 proclaimed its  independence.

Regional expansion in Papua occurs in several 
stages.Atlast, in2009,throughLawNo.13/2009,
MaybratRegencywasofficiallyformed.Thisregion
has only been 7 years into the Regency, which 
previouslybecamepartofSouthSorongRegency.

In this region, the main problem faced by the 
community is the availability of electricity supply. 
Regent of Maybrat, Karel Murafer, as noted by the 
MinistryofEnergyandMineralResourceswebsite,
revealed that electricity supply is a major problem 
for Maybrat Regency. “The fundamental problems 
for Maybrat regency and other isolated areas are 
electrical facilities,” he explained. The Regent told 
that Maybrat regency was challenged by the  problem 
of electricity availability with only 3 sub-districts
from41sub-districtsthathadreceivedelectricity.

This regency was one of the areas that received 
the pilot project of the Bright Indonesia  Program. 
From ESDM data, this program focused on 6
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provinces:Papua,WestPapua,NorthMaluku,East
NusaTenggara, andWestNusaTenggara. In2016,
funds were allocated around 411 billion rupiah to 
build electricity with a capacity of 9.4 MW in six
 provinces.

Inthisarea,theMinistryofEnergyandMineral
Resources built a Micro Hydro Power Plant above 
the Soan river which water discharge had never
subsided, even in the dry season. In this  region, 
two units of hydro-powered power plants with
a capacity of 280 kwp were built. Two units of
 generating  machinery had distributed electricity to 
174 houses in Ayamaru Jaya District, namely: Temel, 
Sosian,SoanandWarbo.InMaybratRegency,Solar
PowerPlantwasbuiltinAifaBaratDistrict(Detik,
04/21/2016).

ForFransiskus,beinganeducator,whoactively
developed learning media, had been challenged by 
thelackoffacilities.Moreover,inMaybratRegency,
the classic problem of limited electricity supply was a 
crucial problem. However, the problem of  electricity 
availability was slowly overcome by building solar 
power plant supported by the  government.

Fransiskuswasgratefulthathisschoolreceived
internetfacilitiesfromtheUSO-ICTCenterprogram
of the Ministry of Education and Culture. “Thank
you to BP3TI Ministry of Communication and 
Informatics and ICT CenterMinistry of Education
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andCulture.Finally,ourSchool,SMPNegeri1Aifat,
NorthAifatDistrictreceivedaidfromtheKPU/USO
Program for internet access,” he explained.

He said that this program was very helpful to 
maximize education and learning programs in his 
school. “Before it was available, school operators and 
EducationServiceOperatorshadtotraveloverland
around205kmtoSorongCityonlytoSynchronize
DapodikData.ThankyoutotheVendor,PT.PSN,for
installing this device,” he explained.

He also supported the distribution of USO
 program by proposing aid programs for  other 
schools, namely: (1) SMP Negeri 1 East Aifat,
Maybrat Regency, West Papua, (2) SMP Negeri 1
Mare,MaybratRegency,WestPapua,(3)SMPNegeri
2 Ayamaru, Kambuaya, Maybrat Regency, West
Papua, (4) SMPNegeri 2 Aifat, Susumuk,Maybrat

Picture  21. Service device for internet access at the school in 
 outermost area.
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Regency,WestPapua,(5)SMPYPKJitmau,Maybrat
Regency,WestPapua,(6)SMPN1Aifat,Kumurkek,
Maybrat Regency, West Papua, (7) SMA Negeri 1
Aitinyo, Maybrat Regency, West Papua, (8) SMA
Negeri 1 Ayamaru,Maybrat Regency,West Papua,
(9)SMKNAyamaru,MaybratRegency,WestPapua.

He stated that the internet facility program 
for schools,USOprogram,wasverysignificant for
 equitable access to technology for  learning,  especially 
in Papua which required a touch of  accelerating 
 education and  infrastructure  development. 
Fransiskushopedthatintheregionwherehetaught
and served, an internet technology-based digital
media ecosystem would be established. It could be 
astudent’slearningspace.Itisahope,andthefire
from the border.
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“Before 
USO program, 
operators of school or operator 

on duty education have to travel overland 
around 205 kilometres to the Sorong City only 

to synchronize the data Dapodik 
(main student Data)  "

Francis Tenau
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Sholehudin 
Across Border Wanderer in Papua

Profile 11
How does the story of a teacher at the border 

ofthecountrygo?Thestoryofteacherswhofight
to go beyond limitations by optimizing makeshift
 facilities and natural potentials becomes the 
 witness of how Indonesia is supported by pillars of 
hope.Yes,theteacherswhoworkhardanddevote
themselves to educate the children are the hope for 
better future of the country.

The story of Sholehudin is in this dedication
circle. He taught at SMPN 1 Jair, Merauke, Papua.
 Being in a region far from the capital of  Indonesia 
surely became a challenge. Sholehudin did not
makethetoughchallengeasateacherinPapuaas
anobstacle,heworkedby invitinghis students to
go forward, think positively, and take important
 lessons from the nature.

SholehuddinstudiedintheCapitalCityofJakarta.
HegraduatedfromUniversitasNegeriJakarta(UNJ),
a university that produces teachers of the country. 
Previously,SholehudinspenthisyouthinJember,he
studiedat SMAMuhammadiyah Jember,East Java.
In Merauke, Sholehudin was assigned to teach at
a school a bit far away from the city.  However, he 
remainedexcited,workedhard,andinvitedteacher
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community around him to keep working. Living
inMerauke, a region far from Java Island, became
a lifechallenge forSholehudin.Asastaffdevoting
himselfinPapua,Sholehudinalsolongedforhisbig
family, for his hometown. However, the spirit of to 
devote himself, educate wholeheartedly, making
Sholehudinintoeducatorswhoinspire.

Merauke is a regency in Papua Province. The
 region is the easternmost regency in Indonesia. The 
historicalrecordstatesthatMeraukewastouchedby
agovernmentstaffofDutchEastIndiesonFebruary
12, 1902. In the region, there are two native tribes, 
namelyMarind Anim and Sohoers. In the past, in
Merauke it was famous for people headhunting,
a tribal tradition connected to life and  existence 
 competition between tribes in Papua region. 

DuringtheDutchoccupation,Merauke became
a transit zone for republicans who wanted to go 
to Boven Digul. After Irian was integrated with 
the government in 1963, the region became the 
administrativecapitalcity.Meraukeregency is the
easternmost region of Indonesia that becomes 
theborderof theunityof theUnitaryStateof the
 Republic of Indonesia. In the region, the population 
isnotsodensewithareaofapproximately45,071
km2.

Data from the civil registry of the 2012 show 
that  Merauke inhabited 246.852 people, with a
numberofHeadsoffamilies115.359
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Inspiring Digital Media
Sholehudinisateacherwholikeschallenges.He

workedhardtoprovethatsuccesscanbeachieved
withpositiveminddespitetheblockingchallenges.
For him, teachers have to be ready with  teaching 
strategies so that the students are not bored. 
 “Teachers have to provide fun and  interesting 
 learning models. One of the ways,  teachers can 
 prepare a learning model using PowerPoint 
 especially at schools  referred by the government to 
implement Curriculum 2013,” he said. Sholehudin
hoped that teachers were able to implement the 
curriculum policy optimally, of course with hard 
workandteachingconsistency.

When teach, Sholehudin frequently gave
 motivation to his students. He wanted to build the 

Picture  22. The teacher who use computer and internet make 
the teaching and learning activities more interesting. 
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souls and mental of young generation in Papua. 
Mental building is important so that the managed 
infrastructures and given facilities in the land of 
Papuaarenotinvain.“Getridoffeelingbetterthan
others, I am better than him, I am smarter than him, 
I am greater than him, I am more handsome or more 
beautiful than him, I am more powerful than him, 
and other comparatives, because it will generate 
arrogant feeling. Remember there is a sky above
thesky,”hesaid.Sholehudinreflectedhismindand
conscience to be a useful person at the same time 
pleasing the people around him. 

He invited his friends, fellow teachers, and also 
his students to give something important for life. 
How?withaworkuseful fortheenvironmentand
thepeople.“Let’sworkaccordingtoourrespective

Picture 23.  Students become more easily make the task of using 
computer and internet.
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skills that are useful formany people,” he invited
to give motivation. From the work produced,
with devotion and dedication given, Sholehudin
 succeeded in inviting the children of Papua who 
studyatSMPN1Jairtooptimizetheirpotentialsfor
a brighter future.

For him, being a teacher is a devotion, not 
merely a profession. Sholehudin thought that it
was  important for teachers to build the students’ 
 character and moral. “The duty of a teacher is 
not only to usher the students to get a diploma or 
certificate,butalsotobeabletochangeacharacter
of students from a bad character into a good 
 character,” he expressed. 

Hewas grateful that SMPN 1 Jair got internet
facilityaidthroughUSOprogramorganizedbythe

Gb 24. �he School ceremonies, teach nationalism and be proud 
of Indonesia.
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ICTCenterofMinistryofEducationandCulture.With
theaidprogram,theteachersandstudentsatSMPN
1 Jair could connect to  information  development. 
A lot of conveniences obtained by the teacher 
communityandstudentsattheschool.Sholehudin
admitted that he was happy when his students can 
use the computer and internet facility available at 
school optimally to increase the  potentials. He told 
that the children of Papua he taught slowly adapted 
to the technology advancement, started to  actively 
use internet facility. In terms of intelligence, the 
 children of Papua were not less smart than the 
 children in other regions. However, the distribution 
of educational facilities and learning systems had 
not fully supported the education institutions in the 
region.“Slowlytheyareabletopresentadiscussion
using PowerPoint,” he told about his students who 
started to get accustomed to computer facility at 
school.

According to Sholehudin, the internet facility
programfromtheICTCenterofMinistryofEducation
and Culturewas very useful to improve thework
productivityandtimeefficiencyinmanagementof
education.“PreviouslytheoperatorofSMPN1Jair
Papuawhenhewasworkingononlinedata,hehad
to go to the Regency, now he just needed to sit on his 
placethankstotheUSOinternetfacilityaidfromthe
ICTCenterofMinistryofEducationandCulture,”he
explained.Sholehudindidnotforgettoexpresshis
gratitude to the institution providing the  internet 



Educator inspiration
 from the frontiers

 91

facilityaidprogram.“Thankyou,ICTCenter,Ihope
that the schools in the inland of Papua get more 
 attention from the government,” he expressed. 
Sholehudinstrivedforthebestforhisstudents,for
a brighter future of young generation of Papua. 

He is an inspiring teacher who moves with 
positive mind and real work for children of the
nation. “There is a sky above the sky, we should
not feel smarter, more intelligent, and other 
comparatives. Let’s study together tobebetter, so
that our life becomes useful for other people,” he 
hoped.Sholehudindevotedhimselfforthefutureof
young generation of Papua. He explored the eastern 
inlandofPapua,anacross-borderteacherinspiring
young generation.
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“Get rid of feeling better
 than others, I am better than him, 

I am  smarter than him, I am greater than him, 
I am more handsome or more beautiful than him, 

I am more powerful than him, and other 
 comparatives, because it will generate arrogant 
 feeling. Remember there is a sky above the sky,”  

Sholehudin
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RahmahLintas Batas penembata di PapI
Internet to educate Acehnese children

Profile 12
Her face emits a light of hospitality. She easy

smilesandsharehappiness.Notmistaken,Rahmah.
Just like her name, she spreads hospitality to her
friends and students. Being a teacher in an inland 
of IndonesiadidnotmakeRahmah loseherspirit.
Instead, she intended to educate the children in her 
hometown, the land of Aceh.

Rahmah was born in Gayo, Bener Meriah
Regency,Aceh.Sincechildhood,shestudied inher
hometown. After that, she continued to SMPN 1
 Pintu Rame and lived her adolescence in the region, 
atSMAN1PintuRame.Next,shemovedtoBireun,
Aceh, to study. She was accepted as a student at
Al-MuslimUniversity,MatangGlumpang2,Aceh.

As a Bachelor of Mathematics, Rahmah 
worked with the education world and calculation
 formula. Having completed her study, she taught 
at SMAN 2 Pintu Rame, Gayo. At the school, she
taught Mathematics, in accordancewithher skills.
 However, she also taught ICT because there was no 
other teacher who was able to manage the subject. 
Rahmah taught 70 students divided into 3 learning 
groups.
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To inspire Gayonese children
GayoisRahmah’shometown.Shestrovedevoted

himself to educate the children in his homeland. In 
the area of her residence, the majority was  tribal 
Gayo, natives Aceh which is famous as the coffee
farmers. Gayo tribe inhabits the central part of
Aceh.ThetraditionalregionofGayonesepeopleare
 located around Bener Meriah Regency, Central Aceh 
andGayoLues.Gayonesepeoplealsoinhabitsapart
of Southeast Aceh, Aceh Tamiang, and East Aceh
region.GayotribeisrelatedtoBatakKarotribeof
NorthSumatera.Thelanguagesofthetwotribesare
almostthesame,includedin“NorthwestSumatera
Barrier Islands” group from Austronesia language 
family.Gayonesepeople live insmall communities
called as “kampong”. Each kampong is led by an
elder called as ‘gecik’. Some communities form
a “kemukiman” led by an elder called as mukim.
 Currently, there are some names for customary 
eldersrepresentingGayonesepeople,namelygecik,
wakilgecik,imem,andscholargroupsrepresenting
Gayonesepeople.

InGayo,itisfamousforitscultureandcustoms.
Gayonese people, or generally Acehnese people,
haveatraditionofSamandance.Thedancebecomes
the identity of Acehnese people that tells about their 
socioculturalandspirituallife.Besidesthat,inGayo
there are also some dances, such as Bines Dance, 
Guel Dance, Munalu Dance, Sebuku/Pepongoten,
Guru Didong, and Melangken (the art of speech
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basedoncustoms).TheidentityofGayonesepeople
lies on the culture with rich art treasure (Eades,
2005;Wiradnyana,2011,ArisAnanta,2007).

In Gayo region, it is also famous for coffee
plantation. The coffee plantation of Gayonese
 people have been planted since the period of Dutch 
 colonialism. The entrepreneurs and government 
officials of Dutch East Indies considered the land
in Gayo productive and fertile for plantation that
 supported the export of agricultural materials at 
that time. Therefore, Gayonese coffee became one
of the best coffees in the world that supplied the 
exportofcoffeeofDutchEastIndies,evenuntilnow
when Indonesia has been independent for 70 years. 

Gayonese coffee becomes an important pillar
of Indonesian coffee, which becomes the fourth 
 biggest exporter of coffee in the world. Cultivation 

Picture  25. Students at the school of the border, to access the 
internet from the USO program.
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of coffee affects the sociocultural life of Gayonese
people(Mawardi,2008).

Despite living in coffee plantation area, 
Gayonese people are still far from technology
 access. The school where Rahmah taught had just 
started to be touched by information technology in 
2015.ThroughUSOprogramthatisacollaboration
ofMinistryofEducationandCultureandMinistryof
Communication and Informatics, the program gave 
internet facilities to schools throughout Indonesia. 

For Rahmah, the school was indeed far from 
the city, from Aceh. However, she did not lose her 
spirit to keep teaching her students although she
had to fight hard to present inspiring technology.
“The  distance between Aceh city and my school is 
about100kilometrs,”Rahmahexplained.Withsuch
 distance, there were many obstacles for education 
development, both in learning administration and 
in infrastructure access for learning. 

With such limitation, Rahmah wanted
 technology to become a bridge that connected her 
students to the broad outside world. She taught
her students how to use internet productively and 
efficiently.Smartandhealthyinternetisakeyword
to build a brighter future. 
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“I taught
 my students 

how to use internet 
productively and efficiently. 

Smart and healthy internet is a 
keyword to build 
a brighter future.” 

Rahmah
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Martunis 
Ignite the Spirit of Young Generation in Siberut

Profile 13
Becoming a teacher in a remote region, even 

the outermost island of Indonesia, is a challenge. 
MartunisliveshislifeasateacherinSiberutIsland.
He devotes himself to educate the young  generation 
on the island frequently hit by tsunami. Siberut
Island is located in Mentawai region, Sumatera
Barat.

Martuniskeptthehopeinthemidstof natural
condition that often takes casualties. He lived
his childhood in Siberut, a region far from the
city center of West Sumatera Province. Martunis
was born in Saligumai Siberut Tengah, Mentawai
Islands, on November 15, 1978. He got educated
onthis island. Inhischildhood,hestudiedatSDN
Saliguma, continued his study at SMPN 1 Siberut
Selatan. Martunis lived his adolescence in Siberut
SelatanwhenhestudiedatSMAN1SiberutSelatan.
For higher  education, there was no other choice for 
Martunis than to leave Siberut Island, the island
he was familiar with in every second of his life. 
For higher education, he went toWest Sumatera.
He studies at STKIP PGRI of West Sumatera and
 graduated in 2006. 
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Having completed his study, Martunis taught 
at SMA 1 Pagai Utara Selatan, Sikakap,Mentawai,
West Sumatera. Sikakap region, which is far from
the city center and frequently hit by earthquake,
made the region to be far from technology access. 
Martunis, together with his brother in arms, did not 
give up when teaching in a location with minimum 
 information access and stagnant electricity supply. 

“In our region, the biggest obstacle is electricity 
supply.TheelectricitysupplyfromPLNfrequently
stops.Usually it is blackout for20hours in aday,
the electricity is only available for 4 to 5 hours.
From4inthemorningto12atnoonitisblackout,”
 Martunis said. It can be imagined that teaching at 
a school far from technology access and electricity 
supply became a tough challenge. Martunis did not 
stay silent, he strived to give the best for the school, 
moved to educate his students.

Trapped in Earthquake and Tsunami
SiberutislocatedinMentawaiIslandsRegency,

locatedinWestSumateraProvince.Theareaofthe
islandisabout4,030km2inhabitedbyapproximately
35,000 people (data of year 2001). Siberut Island
is located approximately 150 kilometers from the
westernpartofSumatera.Thenativecommunityof
the island is Mentawai tribe that passes down exotic 
traditionsinSumateraregion.

Siberut Island neighborswithKaramenjet and
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MasokutIsland,locatedinSelatBungalautregionin
thesouthernpartoftheisland.In2004,Siberutwas
seriously destroyed by earthquake hitting Indian
OceanregionnexttoSumateraIsland.

Siberutisaregionfrequentlyhitbyearthquake
and tsunami. In 2004, the island was hit by  tsunami 
takingmanycasualties. InthewatersofSumatera,
it is recorded that some tsunamis hit the life of 
the people. It is recorded that tsunami hit in 1979, 
1833, 1926, 2000, and 2004. In 2010, Mentawai 
Islandswashitbyanearthquakewithmagnitudeof
7.7Richterscale(RR)thathappenedatalmostthe
sametimeoferuptionofMerapivolcanoandflash
floodinWasior.TsunamiinthewatersofMentawai
withheightof3-10meterstookupto400casualties.

In themidst of such limitation, Martunis kept

Picture  26. Socializing the use of  Internet in school outermost 
and  border areas
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his spirit and dreams. He maintains his students’ 
dreams to achieve higher education despite the 
far distance from the city center and difficulty to
 access information technology. Fortunately, the 
schoolwhereMartunisteaches,SMA1PagaiUtara
Selatan,Sikakap,gotinternetfacilityaidfromUSO
(Universal Service Obligation) joint program of
MinistryofEducationandCultureandMinistryof
Communication and Informatics for utilization of 
technology for schools throughout Indonesia. 

The school where Martunis devoted himself 
is a high school that educated approximately 600 
students. “There are 600 students at our school, 
divided into 22 learning groups,” he explained. Of 
that many students, not all get adequate  technology 
access. “There are 15 units of ICT devices at the
schoolwhere I teach,” he explained. Limitation of
toolsdoesnotmakethestudentscomplain,instead

Picture  27 Internet reaches out to schools outermost 
and border area 
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theyareeagertokeeplearning.
Martunis and his colleagues did not just stand by. 

AlthoughhedidnothaveICTeducationbackground,
Martunisisexcitedtomasterthisfield.“IlearnICT
self-taught,”headmitted.Hewasappointedtoteach
ICT because there was no teacher with education 
background of this subject. Martunis motivated
himselftobeabletoteachICTtogivebenefitstohis
students. 

Martunis strived to ignite the spirit of his 
 students. He built souls, not only delivered  theory. 
For Martunis, technology had to be balanced with 
correct perspective and thinking. Therefore, the
technology and learning media used became a 
 creation and pumped students’ creativity.

“I always ask my students to think forward,
 motivate them to continue to higher education, to not 
stop at high school,” Martunis expressed.  Teaching 
at a school far away from the city center, in islands 
frequentlyhitbyearthquakeandtsunami,brought
apprehension. However, the apprehension changed 
intoaflaminghope.ForMartunis,ahopeforbetter
lifebyworkinghardand learning smartlybecame
the main way. Martunis hoped that the  future of his 
students would be better because the opportunity 
they get is the same as the other  students in other 
regions. This is because the technology access and 
internet-based learningmedia they received from
governmentaidprogramspurredtoworkharder.
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“Besides that, I also tell inspirational stories 
to the students. The purpose is that the students 
becomeexcitedtolearnandwillingtoworkhardfor
the future,” Martunis explained. He maintained the 
flameofhis students’ spirit.Although it is located
in the outermost region of Indonesia, in islands  
threatened by earthquake and tsunami, there are
stillpeople likeMartuniswho ignite thehopeand
spirit of students. There is no other purpose, only 
for brighter future and happiness of the students.
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“I learn
 ICT on my own. 

I always ask my students 
to think  forward, motivate 
them to continue to higher 

 education, to not stop 
at high school” 

Martunis
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Yulia Kuartago Vera
Exploring the World through Internet

Profile 14

Being a teacher in a remote area in Indonesia 
is likeanart.ForYulia, itwasanartofcaring the
life,keepingupotherpeople’sspirit,andinspiring
others.Shefeltalivewheneversheteachesonlyby
seeing the light of spirit in her students’ face.  Putting 
smile in her students’ face was her way to felt peace 
in life despite the limitation she faced. 

For Yulia, itwas an anomaly for her since she
was born in a big city but devoted her life teaching 
in remotearea.ShewasbornonApril12,1983in
Semarang. Semarangwasoneof thebiggest cities
in Java, and it was the capital city of Central Java. 
Yulia spent her elementary school period in SD
(Elementary school) Pandean Lemper, Semarang.
Then, she continued to study at SMP (junior high
school) Santo Yoris, Semarang and SMA (senor
highschool)KanisiusPetang,Surakarta.Whenshe
wasatSurakarta,shefeltthecultureshiftingfrom
fast-paced and bold life in Semarang to Surakarta
whichwascalmerandslower.Yuliagraduatedfrom
SMAat2000, just in timewith thecomingofnew
millennium.

AfterspendingherlifeatSMA,Yulia continued
to pursue her degree at STIKES Santo Pignatelli
Surakarta.Shewasmajoring inAccountant,which
became one of the best major in this college. 
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Graduatingin2004,shefacedthemorechallenges
inherlife.Shewantedtouseherknowledgeinreal
life. Based on the consideration from her parents, 
YuliawenttothelandofGods,Bali.There,shemade
use of her skill and knowledge. Besides, Yulia’s
 parents also lived in Bali. 

In Bali, Julia got a job in the tourism sector. 
the island of gods does offer the exoticism, either 
 natural or economic potential.  This island became 
one of the top tourismdestinations in South East
Asia, as millions of tourists have been visited this 
islandtoenjoyitsbeauty.InBali,Yuliaworkedasa
receptionistatHotelBhayangkari.

Wewillneverknowwhomwemarriedwith.In
Bali, Yulia met her future husband. Yulia married
with a Moluccans who later brought her along to 
Maluku.Afterawhile,Yulia lefther jobonBali to
start a new adventure in her husband birthplace in 
Maluku.

As a skilled labour, it was not hard for her to
findanewjob.Now,shechosetoteach,something
that she always dreamt since in her college time. “In 
Maluku,therewasSMPNegeri1Wertamrianwhich
offered me to teach TIK subject  (computer and 
technology)”, Yulia said. As a teacher in a remote
area, Yulia understood the obstacle shemay face.
Sheshouldbeable to teachasubject that actually
was not her expertise. She intended to learn
more about TIK, a subject that was related with 
 communication and information. Basically, she had 
already  understood the basic of computer lesson 
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shegotfromcollege.Moreover,herpreviouswork
in Bali forced her to interact with computers. But, 
herspiritwasnotaligningwellwiththefunddeficit
her school faced. 

“The school principal told us; beaches of funding 
issuetheyhave,theytalkabreakfromteaching.In
themiddleofmybreak,SMANWertamrianoffered
methatTIKteacherjob”,Yuliaexplained.

Inhernewschool SMANAmfutu, Wertamrian,
in West Southeast Maluku, Yulia sharpener her
spirit up. She wanted her students to have high
 motivation and passion even though they did not 
have adequate learning facilities. We have 147
 students that are divided into 6 groups of students. 

Picture  28. The students in the outermost area are enjoying 
internet access at school.
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The location in which she taught located in a place 
with high salinity. “It was on the mountain, facing 
thesea. Equipmentmadefromironwasnotreally
suitablehere.Itwillrusteasily”,Yuliaexplained.She
recalledwhenthefirsttimetheygotUSOaidfrom
the  government, the teachers and the principle were 
little worried since we understand that stuffs made 
from ironwas not fitwellwith this environment.
“When we got USO, my heart was pounding fast.
Wehadanobstacleintheformoflocation.Wewere
afraid that the equipmentwouldbe soonbroken”,
Yuliatoldus.

InSMANAmpufu,computerandinternetfacility
is not something new. 6 years ago, in 2010, we got 
help in the form of computer and internet access. But, 
they were not last longer since they  implemented 
contracted system.At themoment,Vice President
Dr. Boediono visited several schools in remote  areas 
to check the condition of the educational facility
there. 

“Whenwe discussedwithMr Boediono about
this school, one of the student asked him. At the
moment, the vice president made a promise that 
if there was a student who was brave enough to 
ask question, the schoolwould be facilitatedwith
the  internet”. The bravery of that students brought 
 blessing for us. Besides, that was a proof that 
students from South East Maluku had the same
 spirit and passion with those who study in the big 
cities.

“The internet facility that we got  implemented 
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a cooperation system with a company. So, the
contract said that we could use it for a year. So,
we happened to use internet for a year. But, the 
operation systemweusedwasLinux. Itwas abit
hard for students”, Yulia explained.After that, the
next  computer and internet facilities help we got 
fromUSOprogram.Wegot it becauseof thehard
workofouradministrationofficerandabitofluck.

Yuliatoldus,someteachersandpeoplearound
here asking “how we could get USO computers?”
They amazed with the fact that our school was 
chosentogetthathelp.Weexplainedthatwegotit
sincetheresultofourDAPODIKdatafulfilmentwas

Picture  29.  The internet USO is very useful for teachers 
and students.
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good.So,ourrequest toget thecomputerscanbe
processed”.Sheexplainedproudly.

But, getting the computer and internet  access 
fromUSOraisedanewproblemforus,theteachers.
“Because of the salinity in our school was high, 
the principles proposed the idea to relocate the 
 computers into a new location. This year, we planned 
to move them to a location that was far from the sea. 
It was near the national main road”

In West Southeast Maluku, electricity was
the main obstacle. Several regions on the east of
 Indonesia experienced the same things: the slowed 
down supply of electricity. “Yes, we got 24 hours
electricity, but most of the time we suddenly got 
blackout.Itmadesomeofmyelectricalequipment
Ibrought fromJavawerebroken”,Yuliaexplained.
She added that sudden blackout she experienced
madeherelectricalequipmentwerebroken.“Ihave
2computers,bothofthemwerebroken.Samethings
happened to some of the computers here  because 
its unstable electricity supply and the salinity of the 
placewashigh”,Yuliadescribed.

For Yulia and teachers at SMAN Ampufu,
computersandinternetfromUSOweresohelpfulto
encourage students.“Our students became so active. 
Then, the teachers often gave them assignments 
inwhichtheycanfindtheanswerontheinternet.
Eventhoughtheydidnothaveanyassignment,they
still loved to use the internet. For example, in TIK 
assignments, they got web topology assignments. 
Theyfindaboutitbythemselvesontheinternetand
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thentheydrawit”,Yuliaexplained.Thehelptheygot
intheformofinternetandUSOmadethestudents
inthedeepofwestsoutheastMalukucouldcatchup
with what their friends from the big cities got. This 
was the window of the world that was opened by 
the internet.

Another advantage was that it made the  students 
became more creative and able to create  something 
withthehelpofinternet.“Yesterday,wegotavisit
from national television, especially from their 
cultural department.We find references from the
internetandYouTubeaboutthetraditionalcultural
dance of our places. So, the advantagewas so big
tohelpstudentsdeveloptheircreativity.Wemixed
it up with previous move that we already had. The 
dance became better and sweeter”, Yulia recalled
proudly.

USO also helps influence the system and
administration management in our school. Stabil
 internet access help the teachers to be more 
 concentrate to understand the national policy, 
 especially the ones related with accreditation and 
DAPODIK system. “For the school, we went through 
several accreditation tests. So, at first, we didn’t
know about how the accreditation systemworks.
Wetriedtofindouthowthesystemworksbyusing
internet. We learned from the internet. Anything
was available on the internet,” Yulia explained.
Extremenaturalenvironmentandthe fardistance
thestudentshadtotaketogotoschoolmadethese
children inwest southeastMalukubecame strong
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Picture  30. Internet access for students in the border and 
 outermost area.

children. They have more passion and spirit to 
 overcome the obstacle in nature and in life. 

“Studentswho lives farthest from school need
totakehundredsofkilometersjusttogotoschool.
So, they find foster who lives close to the school.
The distance between the school and the capital 
city of the province was about 2 days 3 nights. The 
cost was 280 thousand rupiahs and would be 300 
thousand rupiahs in Ied ul-Fitri and Ied al-Adha.
Somestudents liveinTanimbarislands,theymust
use the ship to go to school,” Yulia told us. Their
 effort to go school could be a good memory for the 
students. The help fromUSO could guarantee the
access of information for the students. It bridged 
thegapofknowledgethatalwaysbecamethemain
problem.

“In Maluku, knowledgeable and smart people
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tendtokeeptheirknowledgeonly for themselves.
ThankGodIcamefromJava,soIalwaysspreadthe
knowledgetomyfriends,myteacherscolleagueand
students”,Yuliasaid.Teachinglearningprocessalso
influencedbythetraditionandcultureofthepeople.
Yuliafeltluckythatshegrewupincompetitiveand
fair educational environment. It drove her to devote 
herself in teaching.

Yuliaexplainedthat,atfirst,thestudentsdon't
know about computers. There is no teacher who
is able and willing to share, it makes students in
schools do not get an adequate computer lessons.  
"it used to be, they can not use Microsoft word and 
Microsoft excel.When I came here, I taught them
some basic technical about computers, including 
power point. Now, they can already. So, the USO
 program that provides internet and computers 
affecthowstudentsstudy",rememberYulia.

For Yulia, lighting up the torch of spirit and
 inspiration in the heart of the youth in west 
southeastMalukuneededagreatdealofeffort.She
 enjoyed her effort and devotion as a teacher who 
 always inspire students. 

Whenshe taught,Yuliagave inspiration toher
students.“Whenyougotocollege,itwillbedifferent
fromsenorhigh.Whenyouareincollege,youhave
to find what is needed in college by yourself. So,
keepupyourspirit,”Yuliawhilehereyesglistened
withtears.Sherememberedherefforttokeptstudy
until she graduated from college. 
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Byknowingtheinspirationalstories,studentsof
SMANAmpufuwouldnevergiveupcatching their
dreams. “Most of our students hope to  continue 
 pursuing higher degree to go to the  university. 
Whether it is in the ITB or State University of
Yogyakarta (UNY). Internet was so helpful for
our students to find any relevant information
about college. Even they registered themselves in
universitybyonline”.Yuliaexplained.

ForYulia,itwasherpleasurewhenshesawher
students to have the spirit to catch their dreams. 
Pursuing studies in university is a privileged for 
 students who live in remote area in Indonesia. But, 
this privileged was not so easy to get since get it 
withthehelpofinternetfacilitiesprovidedbyUSO.
Students inwest southeastMaluku try to explore
the world with their dreams and passion. Those 
 students  never give up and always light their  spirit 
up; those students who live their challenging life 
 every day.
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"It used to be, 
they can not use Microsoft word 

and Microsoft excel. When I came 
here, I taught them some basic 

technical about computers, 
including power point. Now, 
they can already. So, the USO 

 program that provides internet and 
 computers affect 

how students study "

Yulia Kwartago Vera
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Yunawati
A Hope Guardian at Indonesia Gate

Profile 15
Despite its closeness with Jakarta, Indonesian

Capital city,LebakRegency,Banten isananomaly.
Economy and education sectors in the region are
farleftbehindfromitssurrounding.Lebakreminds
us on Max Havelar narration about how  economy 
and education conditions for residents in the 
 periphery areas. “Max Havelar of de koffij-veilinger 
der  Nederlandsche Handel-Maatschappij” story was 
written by Multatuli, released in 1860.

Amidst limitationsofLebak,Yunawatidevoted
herself.Shewasa teacherwhohadspirit to teach
and shapeher students’ characters. Shewasborn
in Lebak in 15 October 1976, started her study
in Muara Ciujung 3 Elementary school, then, she
goestostudyinSMPN(PublicJuniorHighSchool)
2 Rangkasbitung and SMAN (Public Senior High
School) 2Rangkasbitung .Having graduated from
senior high school, Yunawati did not want to
work directly. She determined to study in Institut
PertanianBogor(BogorAgricultureInstitute)(IPB).
In the institute, her major was Fishery  Product 
Technology.Shegraduatedin2002.

Based on her language communication and 
 stories, she was a caring person who love to teach 
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hercommunitytobecomemoreskilledpeople.She
didnotwanttokeepknowledgewhichsheacquired
intheuniversityasaprivilege.Shewantedtoshare.
Therefore, she joined in education community as a 
teacher.HerinitialcareerasaneducatorwasatSMA
1CimargaLebak,anhonoraryteacher.Shebecame
ateacherintheschoolfrom2003-2012.In

2013,hemovedtoteachatSMKN(Vocasional
high School) 01 Warung gunung to escort a new
school was established by the Government.
The school was founded in the year 2012 and 
 inaugurated in early 2013.

The school where Yuliawati taught located
quite near to Rangkasbitung downtown. More or
less 15 kilometers. However, the condition in the
regionisvastlycontrastedwithJakarta,Indonesian
Capital City, which distance is not too far from 
Rangkasbitung.

In SMKN 01 Warung Gunung, there are 254
 students for 9 classrooms. There are 3  classrooms 
for grade X, 3 classrooms for grade XI and 3 
 classrooms for grade XII. The school provided two 
mainmajors:MarketingandFisheryAgribusiness.
“Marketingmajorexistedsinceitsearlyestablishen
in 2010 while Fishery Agribusiness major was 
foundedin2013”saidYuna.

Yunawati taught ICT as a dedication so that
 students could have information and computer 
skills.Despiteherbackgroundasabiologyteacher,
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she trained her skills in ICT lesson. She believed
that it would be better she taught it rather than no 
onetaughtit.ShelearnedICTbasicsbyherselfwith
 materials she acquired from internet.

“Inourschool,noonehasanICTbackground.I
am a biology teacher and I teach production. I also 
helpteachICTtostudents.”explainedYunawati.

SMKN 01 Waru Gunung received computers
and internet access aid from the USO program
in 2015. The program, provided by Ministry of
 Communication and Informatics and Ministry of 
EducationandCulture,isforinternetaccessaidin
3TRegions.“Inourschool,theutilizationofISOis
not maximum yet. It was operated for a short period 
beforetheaccesswasblocked.Wehadconsultedit
toICTteam.So,thereareproblemsinthenetworks

Picture  31.  The process of teaching and learning using the 
internet uso are very useful for teachers and students in the 

outermost area.
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and satellite. Moreover, only few people can operate 
it,”saidYunawati.

Facing obstacles, Yunawati not staying silent.
She anticipated by buying internet quota with a
certain pulse.  "we often use it with personal  quota. 
ExceptforDAPODIK,"Shestated.Yunawatidonot
want to give up with the situation. According to 
her, the internet access issues need to be resolved 
 immediately. because, if it is delayed, the student 
can not feel the acceleration of education. 

“Our students were introduced to internet 
 access early. They had a good response, students 
are eager to learn.Thus, thosewhodidnot know
internetbefore learnwith enthusiasm,” toldYuna.
She added that internet access is very useful for
teachers and students. “So, Internet is sometimes
usedto find learningresources.Maybe,onlysome
teachersassignthemforteaching,”explainedYuna.

"In my lesson, fisheries production, I ask
studentstowatchavideoonYouTube.Thus,Iteach
themhowtomanagefishseed,howtotakecareof
thefish,howtoinoculatefish"Yunawatiunderstand
how to use internet access for learning activities 
that inspire. The Internet is becoming a bridge of 
knowledgeforstudents

ForYunawati,thebiggestobstacleinteachingher
students is internet access and her students’ family 
conditions. “The problem is because we are such 
a small school, therefore, sometimes in  learning, 



Educator inspiration
 from the frontiers

 123

we issued fund on our own. So, we find internet
connection using our own budget, using internet 
 quota.” The option of using internet with personal 
quotaisasolutionamidstlimitation.Yunawatidid
not want her students only to be  spectators amidst 
fast education acceleration.

Children of Warung Gunung, Lebah also
 constrained with minimum family budgeting. 
 “Children in our school, their parents came from 

middle to low economy income family. Most of them 
arericefarmers,managericefieldsandgardens.So,
for them, let alone buying computer or ICT utilities, 
topayme,theyfeeldifficult.Thus,itisdifficultfor

Picture  32. With computers and internet make students in the 
outermost, forefront, and disadvantaged area (3T) get more 

knowledge.
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them to pay tuition fees simply because they do not 
havemoney.”explainedYunawati.

Forchildrenwhosebackgroundarelowfinance
condition, their priority is learning diligently. Amidst 
these limitations, education world face  challenges. 
“Moreover, for fishery major, we, teachers, are
very difficult to propagandize it,” stated Yuna. In
themidstofbitterness,Yunadidnotstoptomove
forward.Shecontinuedto fight forherchildrento
continuetheirstudy.Sheneverstoppedtomotivate
them that the best future investment is education.

"Though, promised with free scholarships or 
tuition, it is very difficult to get the students. So,
veryexpensiveequipmentandpracticalforfishing.

Picture  33.  Installation of equipment to access internet at 
school in outermost and disadvantaged area.
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Moreover, the need to buy a laptop,  "Yunawati
explains. Although it looks like he's complaining.
Yunawatineverstops.Hecontinuedtofightforhis
school,SMKN01GunungWaru,tobeacomfortable
study room for her students.

Yunawatistrategyisactivatinginternetaccessby
buying internet quota using personal funds.  Internet 
utilization program via USO is still disturbed in
signalsystems.Shenevercomplained,sheworked
with her unique dedication and methods. “When
I teach, I often invite my students to browse the 
 internet. Therefore, I often brought them to enter 
laboratorytopracticeorworkingonrelatedquizzes
with the lesson. For instance, there are 20 ques-
tions,sothemarkingwouldbeoutdirectly.So,the
children are very happy to browse and answer the 
questions with internet facility.

Amidst economy and access limitation 
challenges,Yunawatineverstoptogiveherbestto
her students. Yunawati also commissioned by the
head of school to build relationships with factories 
and institutions that can provide jobs.  “Incidentally, 
I usually promote working opportunities to the
studentsintheschool.Iusedtohavepublicspeaking
in front of children to motivate them. For  example, 
how is the current condition of fishery business,
we need to have enthusiasm and ready to work,”
explainedYuna.

As educator in SMK, Yunawati wanted her
 students to have competences ready to use. 
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 Motivations of personal character, life  challenges and 
competences are part of inspirations she  delivered. 
“What is implanted, students have creation and
expertise. In addition,we also hadwork relations
withsomeexistingcompaniessuchasGIANT.Then,
inSerangwehadagreementswithRamayana,offices
andcompanies,BPJS(IndonesianHealthInsurance
System)office.Themainpointistheyhadmarketing
department.While for business and fishery prod-
uctsmajor, we had agreementwith fishery halls,”
shesaid.Yunawatiwasan extraordinary educator.
Shekeptmoving,steppingforward,andgivingher
best for her students so that they could be a solid 
pillar for their family and  neighboring.

Computer facilities and internet access aid form 
USOprogramhadbecomeablessing forYunaand
hercolleaguesinSMKNWarungGunung.“Wewish
tomaximizenetworkingandutilizationofUSOaid
program. If it's already at the maximum, there will 
bemanybenefitsforstudents.Inaddition,wealso
hope this assistance continues, not halted,” Yuna
wished.

Yunawaty is an education portray in Lebak,
Banten,whoarerestrictedwith limitations.Lebak
area is an anomaly because its location is quite near 
toJakarta,thecapitalcity,buteducationaccessgap
is opened wide.
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“Incidentally,
 I usually promote working opportunities to 

the students in the school. 
I used to have public speaking in front of 

children to  motivate them. 
For example, how is the  current condition of 

fishery business, we need to have  enthusiasm 
and ready to work,” 

Yunawati
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Rina Hariyati 
Education Story in The Land of Indonesian' 
Merchant to Malaysia

Profile 16

Being a teacher in the borderland area was 
 challenging. At Merantai archipelago, which was 
bordered with Pahang, Malaysia, Rina  Hariyati 
foundherplaceofdevotion.Shebecamea teacher
in SMPN 01 Tebingtinggi Barat, Kabupaten
Kepulauan Meranti (State junior high school 01
westTebungtinggi,KabupatenMerantiislands).

ShewasborninPadangpanjang,8ofApril1981.
Rina didn’t feel that she would be destined to teach 
orbecomeateacher.shestudiedatSD(Elementary
school) 005 Bukit Jin, Dumai, in Riau province.
After that, she spent her teenage life in SMPN 03
BukitJinandSMU(seniorhighschool)inLancang
Kuning,Dumai.Graduatingfromseniorhighschool,
she continued her degree in Riau University, in
 Agriculture Faculty and graduated in 2004. 

Having graduated, Rina pursued her career as 
lecturer assistant at the college in which she was 
graduated. “At that moment, I haven’t taught yet, I 
was a lecturer assistant”, Rina explained. Not so long 
after that, she enrolled to be a teacher. “Fortunately, 
the place where I lived was being given the creation 
of a new district, as a new regency. It used to be only 
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Bengkalis Regency, and now we have Kepulauan
Meranti Regency as well”.

“IenrolledinCPNS(Civilservantnationalentry
test)on2009andacceptedin2010ascivilservant
candidate, and in 2011 I became civil  servant,” 
Rina told us. Meranti Island Regency, was the 
proliferationregionthatofficiallyannouncedat16
of January 2009. 

AsstatedinLawnumber12year2009,Meranti
Island Regency was officially announced as a
creationofanewdistrict fromBengkalis Regency.
The width of the area was 3707.84 km2, that
consists of Tebing tinggi Island, Gadang Island,
Merbabu  Island,  Ransang island, Topang island, 
Manggung  island, Panjang island, Jadi island, Tiga 
island, Buru island, Paning island, Dedap island, 
Barembang  island and Burung island. 

Rinawati explained that it  is needed to cross 
the river using ferry twice from the capital city of 
the province to her school. “If you want to go to 
Pekanbarufromthisschool,youhavetotakeferry
for about 40minutes.After that, you takebus for
2 hours. Next, you take another ferry to Belawan
for about 50minutes. That is how you can reach
Pekanbaru”,shetoldus.

In her new teaching place, Rina taught IPA 
(Sciencelesson).Shealsogotateachingcertificate
to ease her to get administrative requirement to 
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teach. Her status as agriculture faculty graduates 
forcedhertotakeanewtrainingasateacher.She
was comfortable to teach IPA. But. The limited 
numbers of teachers make her to be ready with
additional responsibility. She taught ICT lesson so
thatherstudentscouldgetthebasicknowledgeof
computer and informatics science.

“Since we didn’t have an ICT teacher, so they
asked me to teach ICT. For junior high school
students, the ICT lessonwas still basic. So,with a
little of learning, I still could be able to teach them”, 
Rina explained.

AtSMPNTebingtinggiBarat,therewere7study
groups. Each of them had 25 students. So, there
were about 180 students. This school became one 

Picture  34.  socializing the internet at school in the outermost 
and disadvantaged area for teachers in teaching and learning 

 activities.
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oftheschoolswhichreceivedUSOaid.

“USOpogramstartedin2015.USOprogramwas
beneficial for us. Besides, we got new additional
computer facilitates that were given by educational 
departmentofourlocalgovernment.Wegotthese
computers in the last three months ago. But,  before 
that we had already got other set of  computers from 
the national government. Some of the computers
had theirsystembroken”,Rinaexplained. Internet
and computer facilities program from USO
(UniversalServiceObligation)wasoneoftheefforts
to give free internet access for several schools in 3T 
(forefront,outermost,anddisadvantaged)regions.

However, the help of a computer and  internet 
access are not maximized because some were 
damaged.Worse,therewasnostaffwhowereableto

Picture  35. Students at the school of the outermost regions, 
enjoying internet access.
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repair  the computer.  "Is there senior teachers who 
teachICT?Thefactis,nooneisabletoimprovethe
internetandcomputerswhenwhentheyarebroken.
That was our main obstacle”, Rinawati  explained. 

“Other than that, there was another obstacle 
in the form of internet connection lost that could 
happenanytime.Whenstudentsusethecomputers
to access the internet, suddenly the connection was 
lost.Thiswashappenedallthetimes.Studentswant
to use the internet, but they should face the reality 
of how bad the connection was”, Rina said. Internet 
connection lost that always happened was our main 
problem.

For Rinawati, these obstacles would not stop her. 
Sheandherteachercolleagueskeptmovingsothat
her students could enjoy the internet  access. “Then, 
a help from the province government came in the 
form of 18 computer units. But, only one  internet 
was connected. So, we must use LAN. This less
 optimal internet connection was another  obstacle 
that we should face”, Rina explained.

Computer facilities at school also make it
 susceptible from a theft. “In our place, because there 
arealotofcomputers,itmakesourplacesusceptible
fromtheft.Weshouldpaysomeonetokeepaneye
on these computers and internet facilities. So get
safer”. Rina also explained that internet facilities 
near the school yard were also guarded so that it 
would last longer.
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Computer and internet access facility from 
USOprogramwasblessingforstudentsandpeople
around SMPN 01 Tebingtinggi Barat, Kabupaten
KepulauanMeranti. “Studentsweresohappywith
this internet facility. It was because when I teach, 
I used computers most of the time. It makes the
learning became easier. After we got computers that 
connected to the internet, students were so happy. 
They could find any learning materials from the
internet”,Shesaid.

The introduction of technology and  internet 
 access was a challenge for Rinawati and  other 
teachers inherschool.Someofherstudentswere
still shy and afraid to use the computer. They 
were afraid that they will break the computers.
 Meanwhile, we still didn’t have someone who can 
repair it. “The  students also had various response 
towards the computer and internet. Not all of 
them were able to use computer. Approximately 
50 percent of the students knew how to operate
computerandinternet.Whiletherestofthemstill
learningonhow touse them. Someof themwere
even afraid to touch mouse as they were afraid it 
willbebrokeniftheytouchit”

Rina added, “at first we were worried that if
 people around us use the computer  facility as well, 
wewouldbreaktherule.But,itwasactuallyallowed”.
There were 18 computers in her school. They were 
donations from the province  government.”  Because 



Educator inspiration
 from the frontiers

 135

we already had computers, we temporarily used 
science laboratory as a computer laboratory. We
didn’t have enough space, so we use it for a  computer 
laboratory”, she explained. 

Rina explained that computer facilities from 
USOwere givingmuch contribution for education
accelerationforSMPN01TebingtinggiBarat.“Iteach
IPA,Iaskedstudentstolearnthroughcomputerand
 internet often. For example, search materials and 
articles about pollution. For our  students,  computer 
and internet were so helpful in their learning. me 
myself teach science education and TIK”, Rina 

Picture  36.  internet access at the  school of the outermost and 
 disadvantaged area are ready to use
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 explained.

She explained that her students liked to use
 computer so that they wouldn’t get bored  easily. 
They were enthusiastic to explore the  materials 
with the help of internet and computers at the 
school. “Science educationwas at the least school
hours, students get bored. What the students
wanted was learning science by using internet 
and computer laboratory. Students were happy
anddidn’t getbored.Evenwhen the schoolhours
were finished,mostof timestillwanted to stayat
 computer  laboratory. They didn’t want to go home. 
They continued their activities in the lab. So, the
students were encouraged to study”, she explained.

“There were so many rich people in this area, or 
those who used to be rich. Here, rupiah didn’t  apply 
and less well-known but ringgit. At the moment,
it is easy to earn money here. Most of them went 
trading or sold stuffs to Malaysia, because it was 
located just across the island. If you wanted to go 
to  Pahang  Island, we only needed 2 hours by boat. 
Peoplecalledit“Smokel”,sellingwoods,dailyneeds,
or  result of their harvest to get money.” It was so 
easy to get money that people around here didn’t 
care anymore with their formal education.

“But, it becomes hard because the rules were 
different.So,somepeopledidn’thaveproperformal
education. I told this issue so many times while 
I am in class. It would be harmful for them if they 
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don’t stop it. My students should go to school and 
 continue their education,”, Rinawati explained. “I 
told my students to study hard and continue their 
education”

For Rina, teaching at the borderland area of 
 Indonesia was a challenge as well as idealism and 
commitment. She wanted the youth around her
school to not get complacent easily by their past 
success. Shewould always try hard to inspire her
students so that they would feel that education 
wasalong-terminvestmentforpeoplewholivein
 international borderland area between Indonesia 
and Malaysia. And of course, she hopes in the future 
that her students will become spectator in their 
own countries and not be simply a prosperity labor 
in their own nation. 
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“Students 
were so happy 

with this internet facility. 
It was because when I teach, 

I used computers most of the time. 
It makes the learning became  easier. 

After we got computers that  connected 
to the internet, 

students were so happy.” 

Rina Hariyati
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Lani Afriyani
Internet to Inspire Our Students

Profile 17
Asateacher,LaniAfriyanineverimaginesliving

a life like today. Previously, she was a researcher
supportingtheworkofNGOandsocialorganizations.
Currently, she is surrounded by students who hope 
for a brighter future. 

Lani was born on April 18, 1978, in Parigi
Mutong, Palu. She started her education at SD
(Elementary School) Inpres Bumi. Sagu 02. Then
shecontinuedherstudyatSMPNegeri03Paluand
SMAPalu.Havinggraduatedfromhighschool,Lani
continued her study at Tadulako University. She
studied chemistry at the Department of Chemistry 
andgraduatedin2005.

For her, becoming a teacher did not happen 
suddenly.Aftercompletingherstudy,Laniworked
onhumanityprojects for someNGOnetworks. “At
that time, I did not directly teach. After completing 
my study, Iworked as a researcher. I tookpart in
surveys of some institutions. The program was from 
the Population andPolicy StudyCenter (PSKK) of
UGM, then therewasone from theDepartmentof
EconomyofUGM.TherefromIgotfamiliarwiththe
worldofresearchandNGO,”Laniexplained.
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Afterworkingasasurveyorandgettinginvolved
in some programs of NGO for a long time, Lani
 decided to devote herself as a teacher. “I started to 
teachataSeniorHighSchoolasanhonorarystaffin
Poso.Afterthat,Itookcivilservanttest inPosoin
2011andwasacceptedasateacheratSMKN1Poso
Pesisir,” she expressed. 

SMKN01PosoPesisir,whereLanitaught,isone
of big schools. Although it is located in  suburban 
area, it has many students, the transportation 
 access is also good. However, at the school there 
is no  internet access since long time ago. “At our 
school, there are approximately 300 students. 
The  transportation  access is good, but there is no 
internet network,” Lani explained. The concern
made the teachers struggle to find help, to find
contactandnetworkforinternetaidprogram.

“Then, one of the teachers concerns about the 
condition of the school. Because there are many 
students at our school but there is no information 
access to outside. In our region, there is no  internet 
network at all.” The limitation of internet access
made our school feel to be in a remote area. Internet 
access is the heart that distributes blood in form of 
information and knowledge. This is the beginning
of the teachers’ complaint at Lani’s school. They,
 despite the high spirit, are obstructed by the 
 limitation of information access. 

Lany told, the aid program from Ministry of
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Communication and Informatics was approved. 
Theinternetaidfinallyreachedtheschool. It took
ratherlongtime.“Idonotknowhowlongafterthat,
theinternetfacilitycame.Even,itwassolongthat
the teacher who requested for the aid had moved to 
 another school,” she expressed. 

TheinternetfacilityaidprograminUSOprogram
madethestudentsatSMKN01PosoPesisirexcited
to learn. They became more diligent  because there 
was a bigwindow ofworld. “After the USO aid is
here, the students’ learning interest is  extraordinary. 
Whentherewasnointernet,thestudentsfrequently
askedtogohomebeforetheschoolended.Ithasto
beunderstoodthatitisaruralarea,”shesaid.She
further said that the teachers were also helped by 
theinternetfacilityprogramfromUSO.

“Itwasdifficultfortheteacherstoteachbecause

Picture  37.  Internet practice at school of the outermost and 
 disadvantaged area
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therewerenobooks,therewerenolearningmedia
facilitieseither.So,itwasdifficultfortheteachersto
develop the learning. Currently, when the  computer 
and internet facilities are available, the students 
do not want to go home. The teachers are also 
helped because of the availability of facilities,” she 
 explained. 

At the school, the students’ enthusiasm 

 increased. Internet facility accelerated the  learning 
process and improved the learning quality.  However, 
the limitation of bandwidth forced the teachers to 
brainstorm so that all students got equal  portion 
of access. “However, the bandwidth is  limited, 

Picture  38. The teachers from the school in borders area, 
 discussions on ICT and internet access
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sowehave todivide theportion.Wehave towait
for others. When a teacher is teaching using the
 internet, the other teachers have to wait so that the 
internet goes smoothly. The one using the internet 
forlearninghastobeprioritized,”Lanisaid.

Working as a teacher in a region far from the
citycentermadeLanigratefulfortheavailabilityof
internetaidfromUSO.Herstudentswhosehouses
werefarfromtheschoollookedfordormsorfoster
parents.However, theytriedto find fosterparents
so that they could stay near the school. There are 
also dorms around the school because there were 
many students. “The students whose houses are far 
go home by public transportation, here we call it 
taxi,”Lanitold.

Lani initially taught Chemistry subject. By the
principal,shewasaskedtohelpastheoperatorof
educational basic data,” she said. “The duty of an 
 operator is actually easier compared to teaching ICT 
orCNE(ComputerandNetworkEngineering)atour
school. There is also KKPI subject. It is available for 
eachdepartment,sothereisnoteacherspecifically
to teach ICT.”

ForLani,teachingChemistryandICTataschool
in remote area that has internet facility is a luxury. 
She also told that the electricity supply therewas
relatively good. “Alhamdulillah, in this region, the 
electricity supply is secured. The school is a high 
school of engineering, so the electricity supply is 
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available.Sofartheregionalgovernmentsupports
alot,”sheexplained.Lanitrulyutilizestheinternet
to improve the education program. The students 
at SMKN 01 Poso Pesisir are helped, with Lani’s
 persistence and hospitality, to spread inspiration 
for education access. By using internet as media to 
obtainpositivelearningandinformation,Lanitakes
partinignitingherstudents’flameofspirit.

“UsuallyIlookformaterialfromtheinternet,use
PowerPoint.UsuallyIgivetaskstostudents,Isend
assignments via email.We ask them to find some
animations related to the subject,” she expressed. 
Lanialsotoldthatshecouldreviewthestruggleof
theteachers,tellaboutherhardworkwhenshewas
studying.“UsuallyItellabouthowIcanbelikethis
now.HowIstruggled.Wecannotsuddenlybecome
ateacher,”Laniexplained.AtSMKN01PosoPesisir,
there are 60 computers as learning facilities. At the 
school, there is also a computer laboratory that 
serves as a learning room for the students. 

From creative lessons and inspirational stories 
shetold,Lani feels thatherstudentsat theschool
feel excited to come after the future. “Our students 
become excited to learn more diligently to  continue 
theirstudy.Wetell thestudents.The teacherscan
belikethis,previouslywewerestudentstoo.Long
ago, we had to walk to school, so it is the same.
They become excited to learn more diligently,” she 
 expressed. From the spirit, the future of students 
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in Poso Pesisir becomes brighter. They find their
passion, Eureka in learning, with the help of the
 internet.

Lanihopedthatmoreschoolsgetinternetfacility
through USO. She thought that if many schools
 enjoyed the internet, especially those in the remote 
areas of Indonesia, there would be more teachers 
and students to be able to learn more  effectively. 
The gate to the world and learning opportunity 
were open more broadly. 

“We hope that more schools receive USO aid.
Also,thatotherschoolsgetaccesstotheaid,”Lani
requested. For sincere teachers like Lani, internet
accessisthewindowofworld,thebridgethatkeeps
inviting the children of the nation to come after a 
brighter future.
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“Our students 
become excited to learn more 

diligently to continue their study. 
We tell the students. 

The teachers can be like this, 
previously we were students too. 

Long ago, we had to walk to school, so 
it is the same.

 They become excited 
to learn more diligently,” 

Lani Afriyani



Educator inspiration
 from the frontiers

 147

Abdul HalimLintas Batas penembata di PapI
Curriculum Instructor in remote area of Buton

Profile 18
His calm face reflects his maturity. He has

 piercing eyes, not ruthlessness, but resoluteness. 
He likes to smile kindly tohis students, to people
whospeaktohim.Living inremoteareaofButan,
AbdulHalimmustworkhardtoteachhisstudents.
The existing internet facility he felt had helped him, 
USOaidprogram.

Halim is usually called hope keeper in remote
area of Buton. Amidst the limitation,  Abdul 
Halim  actively motivated his students, taught 
creativity in themidstofvarious limitations.With
the  enthusiasm, he pumped inspirations for his 
students.Sothat,theycanbecomeilluminationfor
Butonareas,becomeenthusiasmkeeperforfuture
generations.

Abdul Halim was born in 30 June 1981 in 
LampoBalanoSouthernEastSulawesi.Hecurrently
workedasateacherinSMPN01Kapontori,Buton
Regency,SoutehernEastSulawesi.Intheschool,he
had to struggle so that what were practiced in the 
school could inspire the students.

Since childhood,AbdulHalimwas accustomed
to limitations.Hestartedhis study inSDN(public
elementary school) Lasusodoorwhat is currently



148 Educator inspiration
 from the frontiers

calledbySD07Lawa.Next,hecontinuedhisstudyin
SMPNLasusodo(currentlySMP01Lawa).Hethen
spenthisjuvenileperiodinSMANDora.Afterwards,
Halim wanted to continue his study and his desire 
tobeateacher.HestudiedinSTAIN(PublicIslamic
Higher Institution) Kendari majoring in Islamic
Education.Intheinstitution,hewaseducatedtobe
areligiouseducator.Hegraduatedin2005.

Having graduated, Halim honed his teaching 
knowledgeandskillsinsomeschools.Hewashappy
andenjoyhisprofessionasateacher.Eventhough
he had to work hard because it is not balanced
with his living needs, Halim remains grateful and 
passionate. He was satisfied and happy when he
saw his student smile, a smile which reflects the
 future of his  homeland.

“Havinggraduated,I internedatSMP03Lawa.
I also interned in Islamic Junior High School and
IslamicElementarySchoolinthisarea,”heexplained.
He regarded teaching as an intern teacher in  several 
schools as a learning experience. He enjoyed it to 
hone sensitivity and add brotherhood.

In2006,Halimwasacceptedtoworkasateacher
in SMPN Kapontori. “I taught in SMPN Kopontori
since 2006. I taught Islamic Education and Skill
 lessons,” he said

SMPNKopontoriislocatedinremoteareas,far
from downtown. To reach it, it took   struggle in
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transportation because it has minimum amount of 
passing vehicles. Halim told that in the school where 
he taught, there are 72 students divided into three 
classrooms.“Ourareaisaremotearea.Ittook120
kilometers fromButonusing land vehicles. In our
area, there are regular vehicle. But once we are late, 
weneedtofinditbyourselves.Thereareanearly
morning and afternoon shifts,” Halim explained. 
He told that due to the difficulty to find vehicles,
economyactivitieswereunstable.Populationtraffic
was not high because minimal money circulation. 
People in remote areas had their logic and life 
rhythm.

With internet facilities aid in USO program,
Halim and teachers of SMPN 1 Kapontori were
greatly helped to improve teaching qualities. He 

Picture  39. The teachers do a trial use the internet to support 
the teaching and learning process.
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toldaboutUSOinternetaidprogramwas received
his school in 2016 that, “USO program is very
 important for us, it provides lots of  advantages. 
For  example, helps student to have access for their 
 lessons.  Because we are in a remote area, it is 
difficulttohaveaccesshandbooks.Withinternetaid
in program, we are helped a lot to improve learning 
qualities,” he  explained.

Internet facilities program also made Halim and 
teachers to have access with the latest  information 
about education policy. The implementation of 
2013 curriculum also became a concern among 
teachersinSMPN01Kapontari.Theywerenotleft
farbehindfromotherschool.”Wealsogotadditional
 information, we did not feel left out  information. 
Like recently, we implemented 2013 Curriculum
(K-13).Wegotlotsofinformationfromtheinternet.
From this experience, I was appointed as  regency 
level instructor,” He told. Abdul Halim learned and 
taught diligently. He used internet not only for 
 teaching quality improvement, but also  absorbing 
new  information in relation with  information 
 technology improvement.

Internet blessings also had impact on  organizing 
teacher training. “Our school was appointed by 
the Department to organize “Internet bersama” 
(InternetTogether)withPMPapplicationprogram
forSMPandSMAinButonregencyforEastAreas.So,
theprogramwascentralizedinourschool,inSMPN
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04 Kopontori,” he revealed. Stories of education
development program, as told by Halim, could be 
executedwithsupportfrominternetfacilities.USO
program, for teachers and students of SMPN 01
Kopontari,broughtasignificantcontribution.

“Alhamdulillah, nowadays all the lessons 
in Buton Regency are recommended to find
handbooks and supporting materials for teachers
andstudentsviatheinternet.So,wefindebooksin
 Rumah  Belajar site. It is recommended to access the 
site. All  teachers advise their students to go online 
and access handbooks and supporting materials,”
 explained Abdul Halim. Rumah Belajar site is a 
referralsitepreparedbyMinistryofEducationand
Culture to make it easy for the teacher to search

Picture  40. The students at school of the outermost and 
 disadvantaged area, ready for learning with using the internet.
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for materials and it could also be accessed to help 
 students getting additional references to enrich 
learning.

Halim told that teachers in his school maximized 
internet to teaching capacity and learning quality 
improvements. “The teachers instruct the students 
to learn, to maximize internet utilization to find
learning materials. So, in our school, all teachers
use the technology. It is not only ICT teachers but 
alsoallteachersuseinternetfacilitiesfromtheUSO
program,” explained Halim. He said that there is a 
significant shift in teaching paradigm frombefore
andafterinternetfacilitiesprogramviaUSO.

“Students’tendencyistheyaremoreexcitedto
online learning rather than conventional learning 
such as lecturing and noting. The problem is, in our 
school, internet connection becomes slow if it is 
usesimultaneously.Electricity inourschool isnot

Picture  41. Repair the installation of internet access, at school in 
the border area.



Educator inspiration
 from the frontiers

 153

scheduled when it will go off, sometimes it suddenly 
goesofffromPLN(PublicElectricityCompany),”he
complained. In some innermost areas of  Indonesia, 
electricity access is a major obstacle. If there is 
 electricity access, the possibility of access  disruption 
is very high. Natural conditions and weather factors 
influencedtheseconditions.

Abdul Halim became a role teacher in SMPN
01 Kopontori. The school where he taught is also 
a role model school for others due to its  learning 
 facilities acceleration. Halim success to be an 
instructor of K-13 could not be separated from
 technology  acceleration in his school, in addition 
to his  discipline and active learning to learn new 
things from internet.

How did Abdul Halim spread inspiration for his 
students? He confessed that he encouraged them
to learn enthusiastically. “From me personally, I 
motivate them to keep learning. Even though we
are in a remote area,ThanksGodwe canalso get
information. Our learning materials today is equal 
with learning materials of your friends in more 
 developed areas,” he said.

He said that his students were enthusiastic to 
learnbecausetechnologyimprovementfactors.So,
internettechnologyandUSOaidcoulddoubletheir
motivation. “I see that our students  compared to 
beforeUSOprogramwerelessmotivated.Nowadays,
with internet facilities via USO program, they are
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more motivated to learn. After school-time, they
stormed into laboratory. In fact, the ones who used 
to go home directly, they do not want to go home. 
Theyliketokeepstudyingusinginternet,”hesaid.

Halim was grateful that technology  acceleration 
couldmaketheschoolwherehetaughtcouldcatch
up its underdevelopment although it was in a 
 remote area. For instance, in the 2013 Curriculum 
implementation, he could accelerate his students 
“becauseK-13istechnologybased,wewerehelped
with internet facilities program viaUSO. So, ifwe
wanttoseekinformation,wecaneasilyfinditfrom
sites that are provided,” said Halim.

Asaneducator,AbdulHalimfeelsthattheUSO
is helpful both technical as well as inspiring. He felt 
that the help of the internet is such a blessing, which 
coincided with a passion for teaching.

“I hope training program supporting the USO,
can help teachers to develop ICT. We hope that
schools in other areas could get internet facilities 
inUSOprogram.InButon,thereareonly2schools
who received the program. In fact, there are still 
many schools in remote areas which required 
 similar  programs,” he explained. Abdul Halim 
 wishes are hopes of teachers who taught inspiring. 
Teacherswhoturnedonhopeandmaintainedafire
of  enthusiasm for their students.
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“USO program
 is very important for us, it provides 

lots of advantages. For example, 
helps student to have access for 

their lessons. Because we are in a 
remote area, it is difficult to have 

access  handbooks. With internet aid 
in  program, we are helped a lot to 

improve learning qualities,” 

Abdul Halim
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access 
from the USO funds has a capacity of 

 bandwitch averaged 2 Mbps.  
Internet access can be used to  support 

teaching and learning as well as  beneficial to 
the surrounding  community "

Rudiantara, 
Minister of Communication and Informatics

“The internet 
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Closure
Digital ecosystem in education 

 transformation in Indonesia

“The whole purpose of education is to turn 
to mirrors into windows” – Sidney J Harris.

SidneyJHarrisexpressioncanbeanimportant
lesson for all of us that education purpose is to turn 
mirrorsintowindows.Storiespresentedinthebook
can become mirrors and open windows for all of us, 
how education in this country still requires support 
from all parties.

Stories of struggles for education volunteers
become important stories that we need to feel, 
 especially from education transformation and 
 innovation to strategies to maximize information 
technology in the form of internet devices. Not just 
reading but diving into meanings behind events. 
Not only invites us to contemplate, but will become 
adrivingforceforustoseedirectly,buildandfind
the best education for the citizens of this country.

Technology revolution has an impact to  learning 
system, to digital media strategy for education. 
Technological developments in the world have a 
significantimpactonallsectorsoflife,frombusiness
tosociallife.Educationsectoralsogotasignificant
impact with the changing of learning media which 
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adopts information technology and digital media. 
The improvement is in line with digital technology 
revolution in the world

Digital media and internet technology users 
experienceasignificantincrease.Inthisyear,based
onInternetDataCorporation(IDC)data,thereare
3.1 billion devices connected with the internet in 
Asia Pacific, and it will increase to 8.6 billion in
2020. From this potential data, a  telecommunication 
provider, affiliated with Indonesian BUMN
(Indonesian State Owned Enterprises), prepares
Indonesian Living Smart City which functions to
accelerate  information  technology  implementation 
(Smart City). It aims to local governments
 throughout  Indonesia to  present smart  governance. 
The concepts are Smart Government, Smart
Education,SmartHealthcare,SmartSecurity,Smart
Transportation, Smart Environment, and Smart
 Citizen.

WhatistheconditioninIndonesia?Ministryof
Communication and Informatics note indicates that 
trend of internet use continues to increase every 
year. In 2013, there are 74 million internet users, 
and It increases to 111 million in 2014. The data 
continues to risewithanescalationof50percent
of the population, or around 125 million citizens
around2015to2016.

Meanwhile, in education field, the Ministry
of Education shows data that there are 117.277
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schools of 234.919 total schools from  elementary 
to high schools have connected with internet in 
the middle of 2014 (Kompas, 17/3/2015). From
the data, the number of teachers who maximize 
 internet functions and digital media development is 
still far from ideal standard. From 3 million teachers 
of the country, there are only 10.000 masters, who 
have information and communication technology 
education access. There are only 90.000 teachers 
who use internet actively and registered in the data 
in themidof 2015. In termsof technology access
distribution, there is only adequate internet access 
inJavaandSumatera.Inotherareas,especiallyEast
Indonesia, it is currently only in internet access 
 acceleration process.

Trend of internet use is in line with the data 
about the progressiveness of digital media users 
in this country. Indonesian Internet Service User
Association (APJII) research shows that internet
 users in the country in 2014 are 88 million users. 
Java and Bali regions are the biggest users and it is 
followedbyother regions. Sumatera Island region
records 18.5 million users, Kalimantan has 4.2
millionusers, Sulawesihas7.3million, andPapua
achieves5.9millionusers.

Trends in the use of the Internet to answer 
 human needs and development of life, gave rise 
to the concept of Internet of Things (IoT). The
concept isanapplicationof internetusedtomake
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human life easier. Internet of Things is a concept 
servestoexpandthebenefitsofcontinuousinternet
 connectivity, using a remote control, to share data 
and some other interests. In addition, the  innovation 
isalsobeneficialtoconnectwiththephysicalworld
used. In its operation, IoT connects with hardware 
and software via the internet. The devices are 
 connected with computers, laptops, smartphones, 
vehicles, fridges, washing machines, microwaves, 
and air conditioners. Of course, the development 
becomes an important innovation of human life.

The Millennial Generation Learning Media

Based on the development of the  internet in the 
world,we,ofcourse,shouldreflecttheconditionsof
ourcountry.Studentswhoareinschoolaremostly
categorized as near the  millennium  generation 
technology. They are the future leaders of the 
 country in education, business and political sectors. 
The  generation, who are in school or  college, had a 
unique tendency, influenced by digital technology
development.

The millennial generation are  demographic 
group after X generation. The generation was born 
in 1980’s to 2000’s. Thus, they are the  younger 
generation currently aged 15 to 35. Studies
about this generation have been done a lot in 
some  countries. In America, a survey released by 
Boston Consulting Group (BSG) and University of
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Berkeley(2011)tookanimportantissue“American
Millennials:DecipheringtheEnigmaGeneration.”In
2010, Pew Research Center also released a similar 
study, “Millennials: A Potrait of Generation Next.”
Whatissospecialaboutthisgeneration?Theyare
the generation that is unique, especially in the use 
of technology and fondness for pop music. The 
life of this generation are inseparable from the 
 development of internet technologies, gadgets and 
entertainment become mandatory consumption of 
this generation.”

The millennial generation have a view of like
with its unique characteristics. Pew Research 
 survey shows that there is only 69 percent of the 
 millennial generation who recycle papers,  plastics, 
or used glass. The result is much lower than X 
 generation concerns with 77 percent and boomer 
generation concerns with 72 percent. In campaigns 
on purchasing environmentally friendly products, 
themillennialgenerationonlyoccupies53percent,
lower than its predecessors, and in campaigns on 
purchasing organic food, the generation only get 36 
percent,lowerthanYgenerationwith38percent.

For comparison, Data published by World
EconomicForumandGlobalShapersAnnualSurvey
(2016) shows that the millennial generation are
still connected with global issues such as  climate 
change,conflicts,naturaldisastersandothercrises.
However,thepercentageisnomorethan50percent.
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It is also showed in the survey that climate change 
and other natural disasters occupy 45.2 percent
of the total amount. The survey is gathered from 
26,000millennialaged18-35in181countries.

The millennial generation has concerns with 
globalwarconflict38.5percent.Fromthedata,the
millennial generation in Eurasia is 45.3 percent
while50.3percentfromtheMiddleEastandNorth
Africa.Ontheissueofglobalreligious conflict, the
millennial generation's concerns that 33.8  percent. 
Basedontheresponse,45.1percentofthemillennial
generationarenotes'awarenessintheMiddleEast
andNorthAfrica.SouthAsiahada41.1percentand
41.8percentofEurasiahas,aswellasinEuropea
number of 38.8 percent.

 For public policy issues, especially on  political 
freedom and world stability, the  millennial 
 generation tend to have low awareness. The 
generation only has 15.5 percent awareness.
Around19percentofmillennialcommunityinEast
andPacificAsiafeltdisturbedbythelackofpolitical
freedom and world stability.

From the millennial generation, we can predict 
directions and the future of our country in global 
competition. Thus, the millennial generation of this 
country, especially those in innermost and border 
areas, need to get enlightenment in education and 
technology access.
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In this context, internet facilities aid program 
in Universal Service Obligation (USO) becomes
bridge which connects potentials golden  generation 
of this country with global space via  internet 
 connection and digital media. Internet access 
facilitiesprograminUSOisajointprogrambetween
Ministryof EducationandCultureandMinistryof
Communication and Informatics from 2015 to
2016. It is an actual example on how technology and 
 information acceleration could be solutions for the 
loss of education access.

IntheUSOprogram,therearetwoscopes.First,
ICT infrastructure supplywhich includes network
provision for fiber optic, satellite network, base
transceiver station, government network, data
center,passiveinfrastructure,accesstowi-fipublic
service,datarecoverycenter,and/orbroadcasting
infrastructure.

Second, ICT ecosystem supply include public
 service application for local  government,  provision 
of content incubator centers,  provision of  ecosystems 
broadband,provisionofKPUtelecommunicationand
informationfinancing,provisionande-Government
application development, e-Education, e-Health,
e-Logisticsande-Procurement, providing National
Domain Name Servers,  provision of Public Key
Infrastructure / Root Certification Authority,
financingdevelopmentofDomesticInformationand
 Communication  Technology  industry,  community 
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training and capacity building in the field of
 Information and Communication  Technology, 
and/or providing incentives for monitoring and
evaluationKPUtelecommunicationandinformation
provision program.

From the internet facilities program in USO
 program, it can be seen how the internet is very 
significant to improve learningmedia and change
learners’ mindsets. The role of teachers as  educators 
is very important to maximize technology  functions 
and internet access for learning. This book, in all
the narratives, tried to portray the hard work of
 education volunteers who had struggle and  devote 
themselves to the improvement of the nation’s 
young generation. 

In the innermost of Indonesia, from Aceh to 
Papua, fromTalaudtoSumba,theteachersrushed
to spread inspirations. They lit a small candle amidst 
thedarknessoftheareatheyserved.Theteachers,
withalltheirlimitations,triedtofindstrategyand
innovation so that the spirit of their students does 
not die.Maintaining this fire of enthusiasm is the
main goal of the teachers. Teach for serve, serve to 
teach

The teachers in 3T (forefront, outermost, and 
disadvantaged) regions are education fighters
who need to be respected and acknowledged.
The teachers who fight amidst limitation make
 Indonesia’s national pillars to stay strong. They are 
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the bridge which connects disconnected accesses. 
The teachers spread inspirations so that Indonesian 
childrencanhavedreams.Sothatthestudentsare
brave to pursue their dreams for the good of the 
country.

Teachers in border and innermost areas are 
 heroes for the future generation of this country.
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